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Mmervam narrat Homerus^ poetarum princepSi inter bcl- 

laiitiuin turmas Diomedi apparuifle ; oculorumque caliginem, 

ut bellantes Deos ab hominibus poflet difcernercy difcui&fl*e. 

Quod figmentum Plato in Alcibiade Secundo, p. 1509 torn. ii. 

nihil tnterpretatur quam rationem ipfam, quae, difcufTa qaligine 

qua quifque tenetur, animum fsecibus purgat^ ut malabonave 

poflit propius contemplari. 

Sakctix Minerva. 
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IMADNESS, INSANITV, LtJNACY, PHRENZYi 

MENTAL DERANGEMENT, DISORDERED 

SPIRITS, DISTRACTION. 



^t. 



X HESE words, eVen in cotoihon conver- 
fation are among Well-bred people nicely 
and cautioufly ufed — tcrith much reflediori 
too, although to a foreign car they may poC- 
fibly found as if fynonymous.-^Yet Italians 
in particular fhould recoIledJfi that their own 
Cicero is much of the fame opinion with 
our Johnfon, who fays that 'were we to 
fjpeak tigoroufly, perhaps no human mind 
18 exactly in its right flate ; becaufe there is 
no man whofe imagination does net fome^ 
times predominate over his reafon ;. no man 
VOL. II* B wh« 
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who can regulate his attention wholly by 
his. will, and whofe ideas will come and go 
at his command ; no man in whofe mind 
airy notions do not fometimes tyrannize, and 
force him to hope or fear beyond the limits 
of fober probability. All power of fancy 
over reafon is a degree of insanity j but 
while this power is fuch-as we can controul 
and reprefs, it is not vifible to others, or 
confidered as any proof of mental DE- 
rangement: nor can wc juftly pro- 
nounce it MADNESS » till it becomes ungo- 
vernable, and influences apparently the 
fpeech or adion of the perfon in queftion. 
Qui fit adfedus (fays the Roman orator,) 
eum dominum efle rerum fuarum vetant 
duodecim tabulse. Itaque non eft fcrip- 
tum^ IV iNSANUs, fed fi furiosus efle 
. incipit. — For it appears that the laws of the 
; twelve tables confidered it as poflible enough 
' *:s.and fo it is no doubt — that people may 
. go through the common forms of life, and 
' : its 
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its ftated duties too, in many cafes withoilt 
being confidered as out of their minds at all ; 
yet, to the penetrating eye of Willis, or phi*- 
lofophical Arrangements of Arnold, would 
foon betray fymptoms of disordered spi* 
RiTS. A friend once told me in confidence, 
that for tyro years he durft not eVcl: eat an 
apple, for fear it fhould make him drunk • 
but as he took care to ailign no reafon for 
his forbearance, and as no man is much fo^ 
licited to eat apples, the oddity efcaped no- 
tice ; and would not have been known at 
this hour, but that he told me many years 
after he had recovered his fenfes to perfec?- 
tion, and told it as an inftance of concealed 
INSANITY. The famous Chriftopher Smart, 
who was both a wit and a fcholar, and vi- 
ifited as fuch while under confinement for 
MADNESS, would never have had a coiii- 
miffion of LUNACY taken out againft him, 
had he managed with equal ingenuity — 
tor Smart's melancholy (hewed itfelf only in 
" ' B 2 a pre- 
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a preternatural excitement to prayer, wluclt 
he held it as a duty not to controul or re-' 
prefs — taldng au pi'id de ta lettrc our bleffed 
Saviour's Injundion to pray wiihout ceajing^ 
—So that beginning by regular addrefles at 
ftated times to the Almighty^ he went o» 
to call his friends from their dinners, or 
bisds,, or places of rccreatioR, whenever that 
impuMe' towards prayer prefled upon hitt 
mind,. In every other tranfadion of life no 
man^s wits could be more regular than thofe 
of Smart J for this prevalence of one idea- 
pertinacioufly keeping the firft place in his^ 
head, had ia no fenfe except what imme- 
diately related to itfelf, perverted his judg- 
ment at all : his opinions were unchanged as^ 
before, nor did he feem more likely to fait 
into a ftate of distraction than any 
other man ; lefs fo perhaps, as he calmed? 
every ftart of violent paffion by prayei^» 
Now, had this eminently unhappy patien^ 
been equally feized by the precept of pray^ 
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ing in fecret ; as no one would then have 
fceen difturbed by his irregularities, it would 
have been no one's intereft to watch over 
or cure them; and the abfurdity would 
poffibly hgtve confumed itfelf in private, 
Jike that of my friend who feared an apple 
ihould intoxicate him. I well remember 
|k)w after the commiflion was put in force, 
poor fellow ! he got money from the keep- 
er of the mad-houfe for teaching his little 
boys Latin, — a proof, as vulgar people 
would imagine, that his intelle<3:s were 
found ; for mean obfervers fuppofe all 
MADNESS to be PHRENZY, and think a 
perfon insane in proportion as he is wild, 
and difpofed to throw the things about— 
whereas experience fliows that fuch tempo- 
fary fufpenfions of the mental faculties are 
bftener connedled with delirium than with 
rnanta^ and, if not encouraged and ftimii- 
lated by drunkennefs, are feldom of long 
duration: whereas in notional- and ideaV 

B3 MADNESS, 
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MADNESS, particularly the firft, many 
fymptoms are only cunningly fupprefled, 
not cured j couched like a cataract in the 
eye, but not eradicated, and ftill percepti- . 
ble enough to thpfe who m^ke fuch mala- 
dies their own peculiar ftudy. With regard 
to mere ufe of words, I think lunacy 
feems to be the legal term, insai^ity, and# 
fometimes welanchqly, the medical ones ; 
while PHRENZY, MADNESS and piSTRAC- 
TJON are the poetical expreffions of what 

^Ve call MENTAL DERANGEMECNT, Or D1S-? 

QRDERED §PiRiTS, \n elegant conveffft-? 
tion. 



sf±=^ 



MAIN, OCEAN, SEA, 



APPEAp. fynonymous, yet are not fo in 
ftri£tnefs ; — the ficflt being rather a poetical 
tfian a conve^ation word, and ^hich ough( 

to 
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to be applied even in verfe I think only 
to the Pacific or Atlantic ocean f becaufc 
MAIN, deriving its etymology folely from 
its bulk and extenfion of parts, Magnus, 
Ihould not be applied to the Baltick, the 
Cafpian, or oth^r inferior and inland seas, 
which, fpeaking with geographical exadlnefs, 
are rather to be called gulphs and lakes :— 
and though Milton does fomewhere make 
mentitn of the OErythrean main, 'tis in an 
early compofition — he grew more attentive' 
when he wrote the Paradife Loft. One 
might, however, without imputation of pe- 
dantry, or affedation of unufual corrednefs, 
tell how a friend's only fon had fuch a paf- 
fionate defire to go to sea, that underer'd 
by every argument his friends could poffibly 
urge concerning the well known dangers 
and terrors of the main, which doubtlefs 
tormented their imagination with equal 
force, as hope of change, and confidence 
of conquering thofe perils feduced the 

B 4 warmer 
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warmer fancy of the boy, — he fet out 
upon a difcpvering party, with a fquadroi^ 
intended to make the circuit of our Earth, 
and fufiering a variety of hardfhips, dif- 
trefles and f2itigues„ at length arrived fafe 
at hpme, having with difficulty furvivec} 
the veffel he fet fail in, and having after her 
IJiipwreck been obliged to crofs the ocean 
in a little ikiff, with Ihort allowance, ^nd no 
accommodation. We hope fpf his poor mo^ 
ther's fal;:e he wilj now content himfelfto 
ftay quietly in England, and feek for wealth 
or fame in paths lefs perilous : this is the 
more to be expedted as his father died two 
years ago, fo that all pleafure in thwarting 
his authority is at an end — for which pur- 
pofe alone many frolicks are committed by 
though tlefs youths who run into ruin only 
tp pyove their fpirit of independance. 
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MALAPERT, SAUCY, IMPERTINENT. 



THE laft of thefe has by corruption be- 
pome the common converfation word, and 
|umed the firft, which is the proper one, out 
of good company: for by impertinent 
\s meant i|i ftrift propriety the man whom 
La Bruyere, tranflating the charaders of 
Thepphr^ftus, calls le ContretemSj who goes 
%o fupper with his miftrefs when he hears 
fhe h^s an ague, and inveighs againft the 
marriage ftate wl^en invited to celebrate 
^ wedding dinner — ^with a hundred fuch 
tricks, the completed of which in the origi- 
lial feems to be his looking on gravely while 
a gentleman to whom he profefles friendfliip 
porrefts his favourite flave, encouraging 
him to proceed by magnijfying the fellow's 
fault, applauding the mafter's attention to 
good difcipline, &c. — ^till turning fuddenly 

and 
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arid fpeaking to a ftander-by, he adds : I 
took juft this very fame method myfelf once 
with the clevereft lad you ever faw, and he 
fan away from tnc the next day-— nor could I 
ever catch hold of him more : Vm furc Was 
a6:ing precifely in the fame manner coft me 
juft the beft fervant I ever had in my life.; 
Now nothing of this perverfenefs is re- 
quired tp forjca what we at prefect are con- 
tept to call jMPERTiNENCE, falfdy enough,, 
—for the MALAPERT mifs, or saucy chamv 
bermaid, often pofTefs (kill fuflSfient to time 
their fprightly infolence and lively raillery 
reafojpably well — that fudden burft of con-, 
fident fel£-fu£Bciency, by the vigorous failly : 
of which, virtue herfelf may be fometimes, . 
confounded, and learning often feels abafli-. 
ed and oyeywheliped j while the.antagonift, . 
fafe 11} her qwn fex ar^d ftatipp, enjoys the 
triumph of levity, and titters delighted with . 
tjie difgrace. of her fuperiors. Such feems 
tp have been the behaviour of gentlewomen 
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iji Swift's time, — Irifh ones at leaft ; and 
fuch feem likewife the damfels defcribed by 
Mr. Boyle, when Eufebius fays, " In truth 
good Lindamour I feel my civility as much 
endangered by the company of fuch females, 
however beautiful, as is my chaftity,-^fecing 
that we muft acknowledge it difficult in fuch 
cafes to controul that fpirit of reprehenfion, 
which if let loofe would pojBibly more quick- 
ly excite their mirth than their refentment.'* 
—Such fair ones may ftill be found, with 
diligent fcarch I believe — and to be ferious, 
whoever wiiQies to learn the full meaning of 
the wprd MAj-APERT, may ftudy the ready 
jrefpQnfes of an Englifh mifs, or an Italian, 
phambermaii 
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MAI^CE^ MALICIOUSNESS, MALIGNIT\% 



THESE wor^s run rather in a climax 
than a parallel : the firft has the fofteft figv 
hification of the three, and conveys foipe- 
wh»t like an idea Qf buffoonery mingled 
with the other more pernicious ingredients. 
But while ill-educated and naturally coarfe 
people are tempted to laugh at tricks of 
merry malice, all wifli to be thought in-* 
capable of ferious and intentional malici- 
ousness : and even the man who would 
not fcruple to confefs that once in his life 
perhaps he had felt impulfes towards even 
this deviation from virtue and from ho- 
nour, provoked by fome perfon who had 
crofled his ambitious defigns, or thwarted 
through MALICE his amorous purfuits — 
would refent a charge of malignity as 
the heavieft of all imputations, for my 

y own 
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own part I think the whole triumvirate fo 
hateful, that when I fee babies not difcou^ 
raged from playing each other fome ma- 
Licious trick, I tremble left fuch temper? 
fliould ripen into difpofitions of the worft 
fort;— aind if combined with fceblenefe of 
nature, fhew early fymptoms of that vile 
MALIGNITY, which poifous what it can- 
not fubdue, and faps the character it darcfir 
not to arraign* 
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MANNERS, MORALS, MORALITY. 



NOT ftridly fynonymous fure, while wc 
fay, the MANNERS of a great people, the 
MORALITY of an individual, and call ar 
book of MORALS one which profefles to 
teach either the dodrine or pradice of 
•thicks* In? oppofition to religious duties, we^ 

call 
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call thbfe the moral ones which refer fd 
the laft fix commandments of the Decalogue, 
and apparently relate tO focial life alone, but 
which our Saviour has enforced by faying 
that wbat/bever you do to thefe my brethren 
you do it unto me — by this means conne£ting 
piety with virtue ; -while the moralift is 
made to underftand, that his works — (to 
be received as fuch,) — muft emanate from 
faith, and be fandified through obedience ; 
and the mere ritualift, or enthufiaftic votary 
fef ' religious folitude, is informed, that no 
commutation will be accepted for breach of 
MANNERS. — I know you not (fays our 
Lord), depart from me all ye workers of^ 
iniquity. — So carefully indeed has Jefus 
(Shrift provided to keep entire this union 
which bigots and fcepticks alike labour' to 
deftroy, that one may obferve throughout 

the whole biography, how his moft ftriking 

. • 

and immediate rewards were beftowed on 
thbfe who excelled in faith j his heavieft 

j udgments 
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judgments denounced on thofe whofe con- 
dud ran counter to morality. 



sc 



MARRIAGE, WEDDING, NUPTIALS. 



ALTHOUGH thefe are all common 

I 

converfation words, they can fcarcely be 
ufed fynonymoufly. There is a treaty of 
MARRIAGE going forward in fuch a family, 
fay we, and I expe£t an invitation to the 
WEDDING dinner, as 'tis reported the pa- 
rents are difpofed to celebrate thefe nup- 
tials with great feftivity, and very few 
friends of the family will be left out. 

Meantime our great triumph over fo- 
ftignets, who vifit us from warmer climates, 
is in the fuperior felicity of our married cou- 
ples ; nor do 1 praife thofe fuperficial writers 
who fo lament the infidelities committed 
among us — in papers which carried to the 
^ . ' . : Continent 
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Continent tend to make them believe thcfS 
is no more conjugal attachment in Britain^ 
than at Genoa or Venice; — Triith is, we 
find in all great capitals an ill example feC 
by a dozen women of diftiiidiion who give 
the ton as 'tis called ; and with regard to 
fuch, London confcfles her fhare : — yet is 
the mafs of middling people left untainted ji 
and even among our nobility, thole of the 
firft fortune and dignity ifi England live 
with an Arcadian cbnftancy and true affec- 
tion, fuch as can very rarely happen in na* 
tions where a contrary condudt 16 neither 
punifhed by the Legiflature, nor cenfured 
by Society j for there is no need to refolve 
virtue and vice into effect of climate^ unlefe 
we are fuppofed to improve or degenerate 
like animals which whiten as they approach 
the Pole— human nature will go Vfrrong if 
religion forbears to reftrain, and govern- 
ment neglefts to punifli. 



MATtJRITr 
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MATURITY AND RIPENESS 



ARE each of them converfatlon words, 
but we ufe the firft chiefly as a figure of the 
fecond, and apply it fomething more feriouf^ 
ly. — If you gather fruit (fay we) in fuch a 
date of exceflive ripeness that your fin- 
gers are in danger of breaking them during 
the operation, they never can be expeded 
to ftand the procefs of preferring ; becaufe 
when parts will admit no more expan- 
fion, the very brandy you put to keep them, 
will caufe them to burft : in like manner 
will a wife man put his intents or fchemes 
in execution before they arrive at that full 
MATURITY which is likely to bring for- 
ward a difcovery at the very inftant of pro- 
jection, and ruin his defign in its crifis. 



VOL. 11. G MAZE, 



tZ BRITISH SYNONYMY. 



MAZE, LABYRINTH, PERPLEXITY. 



THE curious ftrudurcs formed of old in 
Egypt, Crete, and ages afterwards in Tus- 
cany, by Porfenna, have given the two 
firft of thefe words to every modern lan- 
guage as a fynonyme for the third. They 
have now none but a figurative fenfe, I 
think J becaufe a labyrinth conftru£ted to 
puzzle in a garden, is confidered, and juftly, 
as a childifli plaything — I know of no fuch 
trifle in aaiy Englifh pleafure ground, un- 
lefs that left Handing in Hampton-Court 
Gardens ' be confidered as one j proof of 
King William's Dutch tafte — And why is it 
fo confidered ? merely becaufe it is impoflSi- 
ble for fuch a maze to be mad?, in thepre- 
fent fituation of life and manners, large 
enough to anfwer the real purpofes of con- 
ceal ment 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 19 

cealment and myftery, which would take 
up a fpace of twenty miles in circumference, 
imd might be appropriated to ufes, or at 
leaft be liable to fufpicions,- of a terrifying 

_ • 

nature. • In old ariftocratic days, and in 
femi-barbarbus nations, grofs violations of 
every virtue lived utinoticed,- and died 
away undetected, from the permifEon man- 
kind tacitly gaye to every idea of privacy 
and feclufion : where mart un watched by 
man, brutified fot very want of obfervance ; 
talents languiflied for lack of cultivation j and 
while rich minds were fuiFered to run oveir 
with weeds, poor ones periflied in their ori- 
ginal nakednefs, from that cold which never 
"Was thawfid by confblation. It is^ however, 
Ivorthy to be remarked, that upon quitting 
this dark labyrinth, we find ourfelves 
fuddettly traafported into a broad light fo 
ftrong artd violent that our eyes, unabfe to 
contend with its power, are ^ dazzled into 

C2 -PERPLEXITY, 
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PERPLEXITY, little lefs dangerous than the 
tenebrous (late we left behind : while every 
petty tranfkdion is torn forth and expofcd 
to public view ; lives of our neighbours 
written* before they are ended, and letters 
of our own publifhed and fold to our very 
felves; anecdotes of one another become 
the only reading, and, true or falfe, are now 
the welcome exchange for money, time, 
and peace. But furely the reverfc of wrong 
is not right, while truth and common fenfe 
lie in the middle way ; and he who wilful- 
ly drives his Pegafus out of that path, will 
in time fire the world about his ears, like 
Phaeton when he negleded the precepts of 
his parent Apollo, ruler of dejiiny^ that faid 
fo wifely, 

Medio tutiOimus ibis, 
Neu te dexteridr tortum declinet in anguem^ 
l\eve finifterior preflam rota ducat ad.aram ; 
Inltr ulrumque tcne. 

MELODY^ 
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MELODY, HARMONY, MUSICK. 



THESE terms are ufed as fynonymes 
only by people who revert not to their deri- 
vation ; when the laft is foon difcovered to 
contain the other two, while the firft means 
merely the air — or, as Italians better exprefs 
it, la cantilena — becaufe our very word me- 
lody implies boney-fweet Jtnging^ mellifluous 
fuccefSon of fimple founds, fo as to produce 
agreeable and fometimes almoft enchanting 
efFed. Meanwhile both cooperation and 
conibination are underftood to meet in the 
term harmony j which, like every other 
fcience, is the refult of knowledge operating 
upon genius, and adds in the audience a 
degree of aftonifhment to approbation, en- 
riching all our fenfations of delight, and cluf- 
tering them into a maturity of perfedion. 

C 3 MELODY 
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Melody is to harmony what innof 
cence is to virtue : the laft could not exift 
without the former, on which they are 
founded ; but we efteem him who enlarges 
fimplicity into excellence, and prize the 

opening chorus of Acis and Galatea beyond 
the Voi Amanti' of Giardini, although this 
laft-named compofition is elegant, and the 
ojther vulgar. 

Where the original thought, however, 

* 

like Corregio's Magdalen in the Drefden 
Gallery fet round with jewels, is loft in the 
blaze of accompaniment, our lofs is the lefs 
if that thought fhould be fomewhat coarfe 
or indelicate; but musick of this kind 
pleafes an Italian ear far lefs than do Sac- 
chini's fweetly foothing melodies, never 
overlaid by that fulnefs of harmony with 
which German compofers fometimes per- 
plex inftead of informing their hearers. His 
chorufles in Erifile, though nothing deficient 

fithei; 
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Cither in richnefs or radiance, are ever tranf* 
parent ; while the charming fubjedJ: (not an 
inftant loft to view) reminds one of fome 
fine fhell coloured by Nature's hand, hut 
feen to moft advantage through . the clear 
waves that wafli the coaft of Coromandd 
when mild monfoons are blowing. With 
regard to music k, Plato faid long ago, that 
if any confiderable altcratioq took place in 
the MUSIC K of a country, he fhould, from 
that fingle circumftance, predict innovation 
in the Jaws, a change of cuftoms, and fub- 
verfion of the government; Roufleau, in 
imitation of this fentiment, which lie had 
probably read tranjlated as well as myfelfj^ 
actually foretold it of the French, without 
acknowledging whence his idea fprung ; and 
truly did he foretell it. " The French,'* 
fays he, " have no musick now — nor can 
have, bccaufe their language is not capable 
©f mu&jal expreffion ; but if ever they do 

C.4 get 
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get into a better ftylc — (which they cer- 
tainly foon did, changing Lulli and Rameau 
for Gluck and for Piccini) — tant pis 
pour eux.^^ 

Rouffeau had indeed the fate of Caflan* 
dra, little Icfs mad than himfelf ; and Bur* 
ney juftly cbferved, that it was ftrange a 
nation fo frequently accufed of volatility 
and caprice, (hould have invariably maai- 
fefted a fteady perfeverance and conftancy 
to one particular tafte in this art, which the 
ftrongeft ridicule and contempt of other 
countries could' never vanquifh or turn out 
of its courfe. He has however lived to fee 
them change their mode of receiving plea-^ 
fure from this very fcience ; has feen them 
^ccomplifh the predictions of Roufleau, and 
confirm the opinions of Plato ; feen tViem 
murder their own monarch, fet fire to their 
own cities, and blaze themfelves away — a 
wonder to fools, a beacon to wife men. This 

example 
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example has at leaft ferved to fhew the ufe 
of thofe three words which occafioned fo 
long a fpeculation. Melody is chiefly ufed 
fpeaking of vocal musick, and harmony 
means many parts combining to form com^ 
pofition. Shall I digrefs in faying that thi« 
latter feems the genuine tafte of the Englifli^ 
who love plenty and opulence in all things ? 
Our MELODIES are commonly vulgar, but . 
we like to fee them richly dreft ; and the ' 
late filly humour of liftening to tunes made 
upon three notes only, is a mere whim of 
the moment, as it was to dote upon old bal- 
lads about twenty or thirty years ago j it 
will die away in a twelvemonth— for fim- 
plicity cannot pleafe without elegance : nor 
does it really pleafe a Britifli ear, even when 
exquifitely fweet and delicate. We buy 
Blair's Works, but would rather ftudy War- 
burton's ; we talk of tender Venetian airs, 
but our hearts acknowledge Handel. Mean- 
time 
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time 'tis unjuft to fay that German musics; 
is not expreffive j when the Italians fay fa 
they mean it is not amorous : but other af- 
fections inhabit other fouls j and furely the 
laft-named immortal compofer has no rival 
in the power of cxprefling and exciting fub- 
lime devotion and rapturous fentiment. See 
his grand chorus, Uitto us a Son is born^ &Ct 
Pleyel's Quartettos too, which have all fome- 
what of a drum and fife in them, exprefs 
what Gjsrqians ever have excelled in — regu- 
larity, order, difcipline, arms, in a word, war. 
When fuch musick is playing, it reminds 
one of Rowe's yerfes which fay fq very 
truly, thai 

The found of arms fhall wake our martial ardour^ 
And cure the amorous ficknefs of a foul 
Pegun by floth and nurfed with too much eafc. 
. The idle god of love fupinely dreams 
Amidft inglorious (hades and purling ftreams \ 
In rofy fetters and fantaftic chains 
I^e binds deluded maids and finiple fwains \ 

% With 
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ISVlth foft enjoyment wooes them to forget 

The hardy toils and labours of the great : 

But if the warlike trumpet's loud alarms 

To virtuous a£ls excite, and manly arms. 

The coWard boy avows his abje£l: fear. 

Sublime on filken wings he cuts the air, 

§car'd at the noble noife and thunder of the war. 

What then do thofe critics look for, who 
lament that German musick is not expref^ 
^ve? They look for-plaintive founds meant 
to raife tender emotions in the breaft ; and 
this is the peculiar province of meloby — 
"which, like Anacreon's lyr , vibrates to 
amorous touches only, and refounds with 
nothin^ but love. Of this fpvereign power^ 

To take the 'prifon'd foul, and lap it in Elyfium, 

Italy has long remained in full pofleflien : 
the Syren's coaft is ftill the refidence of 
melting foftnefs and of fweet fedudion. fhc 
MUSICK of a njLtion naturally reprefents that 
nation's favourite energies, pervading every 
(bought and every adtion j while even the 
6 deyotion 
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devotion of that warm foil is tcndern efs, not 
fiiblimity ; — and either the natives imprefs 
their gentle fouls wdth the contemplation of 
a Saviour newly laid, in innocence and 
infant fweetnefs, upon the fpotlefs bo- 
fom of more than female beauty — or 
clfe rack their foft hearts with the afHi£t- 
ing pafEons ; and with eyes fixed upon a 
bleeding crucifix, w^eep their ' Redeemer's 
human fufferings, as though he were never 
to re-affume divinity. Meantime the piety 
of Lutherans foars a fublimer flight ; and 
when they fet before the eyes of their glow- 
ing imagination Mefliah ever bleflfed, they 
kindle into rapture, and break out with 
pious tranfport. 

Hallelujah! for the Lord God Omnipotent rcigneth, &c. 

Tbey think of him that fitteth high above the 
heavens, begotten before all worlds ! 



Effulgence of the Father I Son beloved! 



With 
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With fuch Impreffions, fuch energies, 
fuch infpiration — Milton wrote poetry, and 
Handel compofed music K. 



-..M^ 



MISTAKE, ERROR, MISCONCEPTION. 



WHOEVER thinks thefe words ftridly 
fynonymous will find himfelf in an error ; 
while he who fays he wandered out of his 
way between London and Bath, from mere 
MISCONCEPTION,, makes a comical mis- 
take — for he only committed an error 
in neglecting to punifli thofe who turned 
him out of the right road y^^r a joke. Thefe 
are the niceties of language that books never 
teach, and converfation alone can eftablifh. 
Let foreigners however fettle it in their 
minds, that the word firft ufed in this cata- 
3 loguc 
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logue of falfe apprehenfion,*is ufed when one 
inan or one thing is taken for another : ihe 
fecond applies much wider, and we fay it of 
all who deviate from the right path, whether 
that deviation is or is not caufed by a mer^ 
MISTAKE : the latter feems lefs an adt of 
the will than either of the other two : 'tig 
more a perverfion of the head than any thing 
elfe, and its refiftance againft conviction car- 
ties with it fomewhat laughable* A noble- 
man, for ihflance, employing his architedl 
to fliew him the elevation of a houfe he inr- 
tended to build, the aitift i "odiices a drav?^- 
ing made with Indian ink. This is no bad 
form of tx houfe, fa^s my lord, but I don't 
like the colour. — my houfe fhall be ^htte. 
By all means, replied the builder, this is a 
white houfe. No, this is black and white, 
methinks— evidently fo, indeed-^ and ftriped 
about fomehow in a way that does not pleafe 
mie. Oh dear ! no fuch thing, my lord — . 

the 
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the houfe will be white enough. That t 
don't know, Sir ; if you contradidt my 
fenfes noWy you may do the {dLvncth^n : but 

my houfe fliall not be patched about with 

» 

black as this paper is — it fhall be all clean 
Portland ftone. Doubtlefs, my lord j what 
you fee here is perfedly wbite^ I affure you. 
You are an impudent fellow (anfwers the 
proprietor), and endeavour to impofe upon 
me, becaufe I am not converiant in thefc 
matters, by perfuading me that I do not 
know black from white ; but I do know an 
honeft man from a rogue — fo get about 
your bufinefs diredly, no fuch fhall be my 
architect 

This was misconception. When the 
faux Martin Guerre came to France from 
India, and took poffeffion of the houfe, lands, 
wife, &c. of a man whom he ftrongly re- 
fembled, and who, by four or five years ab- 
fence from his family, was fo forgotteti by 

them 
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them that neither brother nor fitters found 
out the impofture — :their carefles and obedi- 
ence, their rents and profits were all intended 
to the perfon of another man, and were only 
paid to him by a fatal but innocent mis- 
take. But when the jury condemned a 
man wholly unconcerned in the bufinefs to 
fuffer for a crime one of themfelvcs had 
committed, nor ever found out that good 
evidence was wanting to prove his guilt, till 
the real perpetrator of the murder owned it 
himfelf in private to the judge — they adted 
with too little caution and delicacy, and have 
been always juftly cenfured for the error. 
The fads are all acknowledged ones* 



MOB. 
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MOB, POPULACE,, THE LOW PEOPLE, THE 

VULGAR ; 



DENOMINATIONS by which fevc- 
ral conditions of men delight in defcribing 
tfiofe below them in regard to talents, birth, 
or fortune: — the great vulgar and the 
finall, fays Cowley, fpeaking of ignorant 
perfons; but we commonly apply it to thofe 
whofe coarfenefs of manners and meannefs 
of behaviour preclude them fix)m admiffion 
into elegant or civil fociety. And fo true 
u this pofition, that defcent, however illuf- 
trious, will not be found fuflScient to keep 
perfons out of low life and company who 
have an innate propenfity as it were towards 
debafing themfelves j witnefs feme unhappy 
females, who, although highly bom and de- 
cently edncated, are contented to lead and 

VOL, 11. ' D finiflx 
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finifli their lives amongft the dregs of fo- 
ciety, apparently from original tafte. 

Meantime nothing is Co offenfive to Eng- 
lifti men or women in general (for exceptions 
only ferve to prove the rule), as to be rated 
among the low people or the VuLiSAR, 
confcious that every native of our happy 
country may die a gentleman if he will but . 
learn to live like one. Even thofe whom 
eVety foul but themfelves count as merabefs 
of the POPULACE, wifli not to be thought 
fuch J but, if touched on that firing which 
vibrates at the word honour or genteel be- 
haviour, will fpeedily join in defpifing t 
MOB, and unite themfelves to that party 
which boafts better education* It is indeed 
a proof of the vileft depravity when mati is 
fo far debafed as to delight in his own mean** 
nefs, and fay with the French, for whom 
that bafenefs was referved, L&rfg live thefans^ 
culottes I We will however hope better ik 
7 Jiumination 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 35 

kimination even to them ; and as 'tis ^he tirft 
charadetiftic of their fed to be unftable, the 
old grammatical axiom may end perhaps at 
laft in a maxim of politics, when we fay, 
Neutrum modo^ mas modo fulgus^ 



MONEY, CASH, COLE, ASSETS, READY RINO^ 
' CHINK, CORIANDERS ; 



FORM a firing of hateful words— fyiio- 
nymous enough, however, or nearly fo, in 
the vulgsu: and defpicable dialc(9: of coarfe 
traders in the hour of merriment ; but to be 
ever feduloufly avoided by thofe who mean 
to be thought eminent for choice of phrafc 
and elegance of converfation. The firft is, 
after all thefe heavy denunciations, ti necet 
fary and proper term, when bufinefs comes 
to be ferioufly fpoken upon : the fecoad is 
dways pert and pedan^ic^ unlefs ufed in its 

Xl 2 native 
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native foil^ the banker's {hop, where It means 
coin, oppofed to notes; fuch money as may 
be kept in a caisse or ftrong-box, is pro- 
perly and from that derivation juftly deno- 
minated CASH. The fourth vrord on this 
unpleafing lift is likewife of French etymo- 
logy, and belongs rather to the cant of law- 
yers than of merchants. When a man dies, 
}iis executors and their attorney begin to en- 
quire if he has left assets (meaning assez) 
fuflBcient for payment of legacies, debts, 
4iues, &c. : The others are nothing better 
than a mere jargon of fchool-boys, 'prentices, 
&c. and fo furely are thefe terms excluded 
civil fociety, and fo attentive muft foreign- 
ers be never to pronounce them, that I am 
confident a nobleman would fcruple to in- 
trpducc the beft recommended fon of his 
.own beft friend in England, to Sir William 
Hamilton or Sir Robert Murray Keith at 
Naples or Vienna, ihould the youth in his 
firft vifit give my lord to underftand that he 

" took 
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•* look care not to fet out from home with- 
out having touched the cole^ provided the 
READr RiNOy and tipt Old Squaretoes for 

the CORIANDBRS.^^ 

Nothing is fo certain a brand of beggary 
in our country as coarfe and vulgar lan- 
guage. . We know almoft the ftreet a man 
reftdes in here at London — at leaft the com- 
pany he has kept — by a peculiar ftrain of 
difcourfe, which though endurable enough 
fo long as the talk is ferious, relapfes into 
wretchednefs the moment a jell is attempt- 
cd. I have heard Dr. Johnfon fay there was 
fuch a thing as a city voice—- a city laugh 
there is, that's certain, different from that of 
the people who inhabit, and have from their 
youth inhabited, the court end of the town* 

It appears from fome of Martial^s epi- 
grams, meantime, and there are corroborate 
ing reafons to believe, that in old times as 
well as now fome waggifti way was always 
adopted by low people, when fpeaking of 

D 3 pecu*^ 
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pecuniary concerns : and nummi wa3 cer- 
tainly a cant word at Rome, becaufe Nutna 
firft coined filver, which he fubftituted for 
the fcraps of leather then in ufe ; and when 
a fellow filled his bag with nummi j he waa 
I truft talking no higher language than he 
who in our country wifhes for the chink;^ 
or boafts his familiarity with king George's 

PICTURE. 

It may be worth obfervation, ar^d has I 
think been hinted at in the Firft Volume^ 
that to defcribe any thing by its cs^ufes is 
lefs likely to pleafe or \>t right ir^ convcr-? 
fation than defcribing the fame by its ad^ 
jundls ; and perhaps the Milanefe patois 
owes much of its groffnefs to the contrary 
practice. They call a chair quadrega or 
four-legs ; a fan crefptn or crackling-thing ; 
the door Vufcio or the going out place ^ No 
wonder, fay my Englifh readers, that this 
diale£t is reckoned a coarfe one : while *tig 
notorioufly a mean phrafe here to afk a 

gentleman— 
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gentlenj^n— " Well, Sir, how goes your 
T^^rajfion V^ meftaiag — '' Pray what is the 
tipae o' d^y by yow watch ?*' made poffibly 
hy, that artift ; or — ** So, my lady, how 
does yQUr tuoufer ? ' to a woman of quality 
if (he is fond of a favourite cat, I know 
oot whether vice and folly are half as atten- 
tively avoided hy elegant people in Great 
Britain as fuch expreffions ; but this I know, 
that 'tis difficult tp endwre evea virtue and 
wifdom combined with fo much groflhefs. 



MYSTERY, SACRED OBSCURITY. 



THE firfl of th^ is the word for which 
the laft is merely a periphrafis, and both 
feem likely enough to be difcarded in this 
felf-fuflScient age, when examination takes 
place of thankfulnefs, and the fpirit of in- 
veftigating precludes much of reverence 

D 4 even 



•I 
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even to celeftial invelopment. Our ralli 
and intrufive philofophy, like Homer's Pa- 
troclus, ftrikes even againft the cloud which 
veils Apollo or Deftiny from our nearet 
view, and, fcorning all that once was reck- 
oned awful, feeks to tear down the very 
branches of that tree, whofe fruit, even 
when carefully gathered, proved fatal to us 
alK 

MysTisltiES, like monarchs, are now 
found eafy to get rid of; and indeed thofe 
who firft beg^ to infult Heaven were like- 
llefl above all people to murder afl anointed 
king. The punifhment of fuch abominable 
fins is as yet concealed from our eyes in sa- 
cred OBSCURITY ; but not lefs certain is it 
for that reafon — perhaps not lefe near* 



v-_ ^ 



NAME, 
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NAME, NOUN PROPER, NOMINAL 
DISTINCTION, APPELLATIVE. 



THE 'firft of thefe is the word in coik 
verfation uie, unlefs whea fome accidental 
combination forces from us one of the others. 
As if a perlbn Should fay — ** I only called 
the man a Hercules or a Solompn by way 
of APPELLATIVE, becaufc he is fo eminently 
wife or ftrong ; his name is Richard, I have 
been told : and with regard to his family, it 
has but lately acquired any nominal Dis-- 
TiNCTiON at all, unlefs perhaps Norton or 
Sutton were added by the villagers on his 
firft fettling there, if they obferved his com* 
ing from the north town^ ot tht foutb town^ 
a common reafon enough ; but fomething 
.muft be done to fubdivide the word man 
into NOUN PROPER and noun common* 
So £ur the example. Augufhis Gaefar met 

an 
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an afs, fays Swift, and he had a lucky nam€i; 
I meet affes enough, cgntinues the merry 
Dean, but thf y h^ve nevcj: Jbcky names. 
'Tis ftrange, however, where onomancy wa* 
fo much regarded as it was in Rome, that a 
mwi feould ever have l»en tempted to give 

:2m fan an K/rlocky one; yet we findLivy c^K 
hig^ Jtiftus UvAer: cAamiJiandi omnis nomeny 
and the name Z^r^ was as unpleafing to Plau- 
tu& Edmund Siiiith, ever attentive to anti- 
quity^ keeps that name for the betrayer of 
Hippolytos ib his Phaedra, I remember ; and 
there has been always an idea of'good hope 
^ing with a naci^, howe^r fueh fancies 
may be diffclaimfd. Why elfo do Roman- 
Ids ftiil cillthen: foiis EvangsUJia or Natakf 
Nothing can be more fenfetefs, fcarcc any 
thing more abfiird j except chriftening a baby 

'G\dimbatti/fa^'2i^ they do in aU parts- of Italy 
ftwr ever, without reflecting that be might as 

• nationally be called Charlem<jr^/?<f, or Alex- 

-ander the Great^ lYioit being mere app^l- 

LATIVES^ 
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LATIVES that agreed only with the partU 
cular individuals on whom they were firft 
beftowed : and I remember Dr. Johnfon re* 
primanding a lady of his and my acquaint- 
ftnce for baptizing her daughter Au^ujla^ 
The truth is, puritans who to obtain hekven 

9 

for their yojung ones give the NAMfis of 
JJold-ibe^faitb or StatuL-faJi^ are wifer tham 
thefe ; and a gentleman of ufidoubted vera* 
city told me once of a pious friend he had^ 
who promifed if his wife brought him a 
daughter that year, in which he had receive4 
fom^ figDal mercy from heaven, that he 
would in gratitude call the girl Mefopotiifma^, " 
which is known by thofe who underfUnd 
Greek to iQean the middle, of rivers y or fur^ 
founded by waters^ and w^s the ^me of a 
province fo. difcriminated^ This how^vw 
i^ at woril but idiotifm; while the c^Ung 
apy buma^ creature Emmanuel or Salvadof^ 
|s prpfanatioa if not blafphemy. Surnames^ 
being mere fanyLy diftindions^ take a wider 

range,. 
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range, and have fpread ftrangely fure in 
every country— rail trades, all colours, ferv- 
ihg for cognomiaa ; and even appellations 
of beafts, birds, and fifhes^ which Cambden 
feems to think were originally figns where 
certain perfons kept (hops, but that ufage is 
by other authors fuppofed to be of later date. 
Men were named from brutes before figns 
were known, I am told. 
■ Local names, as Jidd^ rivers y meadows^ 
and the like, are innumerable of courfe^ 
and honorary ones not unfrequent — from 
fome of the family having been a ti/bop^ a 
baron^ an earl^ &c. Nor do the foujbrtquets 
fail of coming in for their (hare, when the 
firft man of the race was noted for a great 
or broadbeady or for being armftrong, or was 
eminent for fome peculiar a£tion in war, as 
Sbake^eare^ &c. The firft of thefe in Eng- 
land are almofl all Yorkfhire families origi- 
nally, and bore arms under King Edward 
the Firft, in his contentions with the Welch, 

So 
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So much for Agnomina ; they ar6 common 
in Italy and France likewife. Grojfa Tejia 
is a Genoefe I think, and Grojfe Tejie may 
I fuppofe be found among the emigrant 
French — Beauregard is a name well known 
among a lower clafs, whence our Goodlak 
changed for motives of intereft to Goodlwk. 
Men of higher confideration, meantime, 
were commonly named from their poflcf-^ 
fions, as Philip de Valois, &c. j and where 
the father was a great man, and boafled 
long defcent of anceftry, fampus in their 
province or diftrid:, his fons would count 
backwards up to the fountain-head, In Wales 
by Ap, in ©ther kingdoms by Fit^, or Witc, 
whence illegitimate progeny not daring to 
do fo, called themfelyes Wilfon^ or Harrifon ; 
fometimes by maironymtcks ^ as Anfon^ NeU 
forij &c, ad infinitum. 'Tis curiouj enough 
to fee how very little the methods of ^laflt 
ing and naming mankind differ, in different 
parts of Europe. Every nation has it$ Moiv- 
8 (icur 
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Britain heard the defcant bold^ 
She flung her white arms o'er the fca. 
Proud in her leafy bofom to unfold 
The freight of harmony. 

Rowlands fikewife gives us to underftand 
how the Titan princes, who overfpread Eu- 
rope with conquefts, were Celts, and /&r- * 
cules no other name than Ercbill a deftroyerj 
jlpolloy ap-baul^ filius folis, and Minerva^ 
men- arf arty inventrefs of weapons* Thia 
very book I believe it is which Swift, who 
loved laughing better than enquiry, ridicules 
in his account of etymology, deriving Archi- 
medes fronx Hark ye Maids, Alexander the 
Great from All Eggs under the Grate, and 
a hundred more ; the work was originally 
printed at Dublin, incorreSly enough, 
about the year 1723. Monfieur le Comte 
dc Gebelin certainly had feen it, though I 
know not whether he fpeaks of his obliga- 
tions in his Monde Frimitlf\ nor know I 
#hat became of that defign, for which 

Elmfly 
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Eimily took in fubfcriptions in the yeat 
t^T^ as I remember. 

Mean while Rowlands' account, of the 
patriarch's names in Hebrew is very flxiking, 
and^ if it has not been contradi(3:ed by men 
more learned than himielf, deferves admira* 
lion rather than contempt ; as it was prd- 
bably the original reafon why Puritans, who 
ftudy the Old Teftartient mote than Ro- 
inanifts cdn^ or Anglicans wilt ftudy it, have 
been led to baptize their children with long 
fentences, as this famous one, 

If Chrift had not died for thcc thou Kadft been damned— Dobfon. 

by this ^ means obliging the perfon to re- 
coiled his Redeemer, every time he figned 
his own . name ; a pradice of good intent, 
but leading on to abfurdity of the grofleft 
kind, as in the blockhead who fancied fome 
virtue contained in the nominal distinc- 

VOL. ii. E TlOJi 
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TiON of Mefopotamia, only becaufe he had 
read that word in the Bible* 

To return however to our Welch critic : 
He fays, *' that the names impofed by the 
Hebrew language were generally fuch as 
betokened the nature, or fome eminent pro- 
perties of the things NAMED, or were com- 
pounded of fuch as did — witnefs the Ante- 
diluvian names of the firft patriarchs, well 
worthy the confideration of modern Jews, 
who upon examination will find that they 
contain and myftically exhibit a concife and 
wonderful fcheme of prophecy, in their own 
Hebrew tongue, of the reftoration of fallen 
mankind by a bleeding Mefliah, as will ap- 
pear by the following table : 

Adam, — Man, 

Seth, — fet or placed, 

Enofh- — in mifery, 

Kainan, — ^ lamenting: 

* 

Mahalecl, 
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Mahaleel, 


~ bleffedGc^if 


Jared, 


fliall come down. 


Henoch, -» 


"-• teaching. 


Methufelah, 


that his dtatb will fencj^ 


Lamech, 


to humbled fhiitten mao^ 


Noalu — 


confolation^ 



Such a curiofity in literatufe might at* 
tfadt attention at atiy.time, moft of all furely 
in this afionifhing century, when fuch va* 
rious events preffing forward urge the ima- 
gination to exped ftill greater. The ftar| 
\vhich miraculoufly Ihone forth in the Eaft, 
may poffibly lat no dift^ant period illuminate 
the tert tribes, and light them bn their re- 
turn to happinefs and favour. Mean time 

w 

all O^ientalifts give appellations after thfe 
Jewifli manner I believe: Abdalla meani 
Servant of God ^ as I have read j— Soliman, or 
Solomon, for 'tis the famfe they fay, implies 
peaceable^ as doth our common Saxon ter- 
mination fred. Vfintii Jhi^d is fi'ln-peace ; 

E a Alfred 
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A]fred is All-^peace ; while fome ancient 
writers take -notice that the hames of barba-, 
rous nations are ever concife and expref* 
five : It was therefore deemed a duty^in old 
times to keep up the honour of the name^ 
Severus^ Probus^ and Aurelius^ were called 
fui nominis im^eratores ; and when Qothayre, 
king of France, was baptized, one flood by 
the font and cried, 

Crefcat pucr ! et hujus (it nominis executor. 

One might add to all this, than Marecbal 
Saxe married a lady he had no violent at- 
tachment to, only becaufe her Chriftiaa 
NAME Was ViSoire. Nor did fhe conquer 
him at lafl; they lived ill together,, and 
parted. 



NARRA- 
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NARRATION, ACCOUNT, RECITAL. 



« 



IN order to give a good account pf 
the faft (fay we), 'tis neceflary to hear a 
clear recital of the circumftances ; but if 
we mean to make a pleafing narration, 
thofe circunnftances fhould not be dwelt on 

^ 

too minutely, but rather one feled:ed from 
the reft, to fet in a full light. Whoever 
means to pleafe in converfation, feeing no 
perfoQ more attended to than he who tells 
an agreeable ftory, concludes too haftily that 
his own fame will be firmly eftabliflied by 
?i like means ; and fo gives his time up to 
the colledion and recital of anecdotes. 
Here, • however, is our adventurer likely 
enough to fail ; for either his fad: is too no- 
toriousjj and he fees his audience turn even 
involuntarily away from a tale told them 
yefterday perhaps by a more pleafing narra- 

E 3 tor J 
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tor ; or it is too obfcure, and inipapable of 

interefting his hearers. Were we to invef^ 

tigatc the reafon why narratives pleafe better 

in a mixed company, than fcntiment j we 

might difcover that he who draws from his 

own mind to entertain his circlq will foon 

be tempted to dogmatize, and afTume the 

air, with the powers of a teacher ; while the 

man, who is ever ready to tell one fomewhat 

unknown before, adds an idea to the liften* 

cr's ftock, without forcing on us that of our 

own inferiority — He is in pofleffion of a fadl 

more than we are — that's all ; and he com^ 

municates that fad for our jimufement. 



NATION, COUNTRY, KINGDOM, 



ARE all of them colledive terms, well 
ynderftood, and at firft i'^ght only fynony- 
jnous. A moment's refledion fhows us 

many 
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many countries which are not king- 
doms, and fome kingdoms which include 
not the whole nation to which they ap- 
parently belong. The firft of thefe words 
is ufed in fome univerfities for the diftinc- 
tion of the fcholars, and profeflbrs of coU 
leges^ The faculty of Paris confifts of four, 
and when the procureur of that which is 
called the French nation fpeaks in public, 
his ftyle is Honoranda Gallorum Natio. I 
hope they have changed their phrafe now, 
when all kingdoms, countries, na- 
tions, and LANGUAGES, Unite in abhor- 
rence of their late difgraceful condud: to- 
wards the good houfe of Bourbon, fo named 
from Archibald Borbonius in the year 1 127, 
whofe imprefs was a globe, and round it 
this anagram of the earl's name, Orbi Bonus. 
The times how changed in this fatal year 
to Frenchmen, 1 793 ! 

Strokes of national charader, national 
humour, however, ftill exift : with regard to 

E 4 the 
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the latter, we fee tbeir bons mots ftill un- 

tranflatable beyond thofe of other kingdoms} 

and our authors plunder French comedies 

in vain ; the humour lofes and evaporates ; 

witnefs Farquhar's endeavour to force into 

his Inconftant *, the gay reply made by Lc 

prince de Guemene, when Louis Quatorze's 

queen, a grave Spaniard, ferioufly propofed 

putting the famous Ninon de TEnclos among 

ies Jilks repenties. — " Madam,'* anfwered 

the courtier, " elk neji nijille^ ni repcntic^^ 

Tliis was NATIONAL pleafantry, and will 

not tranflate for that reafon. — No more will 

that proof of John Bull's national cha-» 

raster, told of a fellow, who, when king 

Charles the Firft of England lay before 

Rochelle, was employed by that prince as a 

diver, to carry papers, &c. which having 

done moft dextroufly, the good-natured fo- 

vereign bid him name his own reward. — 

^' Something to drink your majefty's health, 

* Sec F^rquhar, vol. ii. p. 52. 

that's 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 57 

: that's all," quoth the man. ** Blockhead I" 
exclaimed the duke of Buckingham, who 
flood in prefence, and was provoked at his 
ftupidity for alking nothing better, ** why 
didft not drink when thou wert under wa- 
ter ?"— « Why fo I did, mafter !" replied the 
clown ; " but the water was fait you know, 
fo it made me the more a-dry." 



NECROMANCY, DIVINATION, ENCHANTMENT, 



GO for fynonymes only becaufe they 
. have been rejected all together as impofS- 
bilities, or elfe condemned all together as 
crimes : — they are ftri£tly not fynonymous, 
however. The firft, which means calling 
up the fhades of dead men to inform us 
concerning our future fortunes, does not 
appear to be in any fenfe within the power 
iiow of living wight; and when it was, 
God made ilrid laws to forbear the exer- 
I tion 
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tioh of fuch NECROMANCY, whieh couI4 
only produce fad and melancholy effedts. 

Heaven from all creatures hides the Book 
if Fate : for which reafon divination of 
all kinds, either by Sortes as the ancients 
ufed, or by chiromancy, which the modern 
gypfies vainly pretend to, or by aftrological 
fpeculations — or by fympathetick touch, or 
animal magnetifm — or any other method, 
IhouTd be difcouraged by fociety, and pu- 
nifhed by our laws ; inftead of publifhing 
the Conjurer's Magazine, and advertifing 
the lady in fuch a ftreet, who profefles the 
knowledge of futurity, and gains an infa- 
mous livelihood out of the folly of her fel- 
low creatures. Natural enchantment 
meantime certainly does . fubfift, and the 
powers of fafcination exerted from animals 
towards each other are too ftrong to be de- 
nied. The great ferpents of India live by 
the powers of their eye, which they fix on 
fmall birds, fo as to detain them on a twig 

tiH 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. '$^ 

till caught — and incapacitate them from fly* 
ing away, till, like Congreve's Old Bachelor, 
treated in much the fame way by a pretty 
wench, they run into the danger, as he fays, 
to avoid the apprehenfion. A fetting dog 
exercifes fomewhat of a like art upon the 
partridges I think ; and that a moufe will 
run down the throat of a large toad confined 
in the fame fmall room, has been proved 
by ocular demonftration. 

The three words are for all thefe reafons 
not fynonymous. 



;' .'> 



NEUTRALITY and INDIFFERENOE. 



THESE words appear fynonymous when 
applied to public ixfe; but if pronounced 
upon common or domeftic occafions, one 
is apt, the other impertinent. I muft make 
myiclf under flood by example. 
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We fay thea properly, that, had Great 
Britain looked oddly on the late occurrences 
t)f Europe, had fhe beheld the invafion of 
Holland, / the maffacres in France, the mur- 
der of a blamelefs fovereign, and the daily 
outrages committed againil religion and 
good morals, with fuUen neutrality 
land frigid indifference, her punifliment 
•would foon have commenced by the effedls 
of that fpirit of profelytifm that diftinguifhes 
fanatics and deifts, and prompts them to 
cany confufion into every ftate — ruin, over- 
whelming ruin upon every church. 

On the other hand fhould we, fpeak-* 
ing of a marriage, obferve how a couple 
once fo apparently united, now look on 
each other with neutrality, all would 
laugh ; the word in this cafe muft be i n- 
DIFFERENCE, the Other will not do, ' 



NIMBLY, 
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}*IMBLY, OyiCKLY, SPfeEDILY, SWIFTL'S*, 

FAST. 



.mm^mmt^ttm^a 



THAT thefe adverbs are not ftrii^Iy fy- 
ttonymous— can J verily think be learnedi 
only by converfation, or by trifling books, 
Hke this, wholly and folely colloquial : anci 
a foreigner- muft give up fqme -empty mo-^ 
ments to the mere chat of our language,' be- 
fore he finds out that 'tis mpft agreeable to 
common ufage to fay that a rabbit runs very 
NiMBj:-Y for a little while, but -has no 
ftrength or breath to continue long the fame 
pace J whiJc we tell each other familiarly 
how the king's meflenger came speediltt 

from Madrid the other day with fome good 

♦ ■'".■.■ 

news, which he could not have done nel- 

ther^ but t^if^tthe packet fails very swift tv 
— No, not if he had been as famous for walk- 
ing FAST ^ Powell the Pedeftrian, who 

went 
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went on foot to York and back again ifl 
five days, when he was five-and-fifty years 
old- 

Mesuitime 'tis no bad general rule to re* 
colledit, that the firft of thefe adverbs is 
fcarce ever ufed but of fmall things; and 
upon flight occafioii^; that the laft is in moft 
tommon and daily fervice ; and that the 
other two are moft expreffive if we fpeak 
concerning a. grayhouild or a race-horfe. 

The word -kimbly feems at firft fight 
incapable of being made fublime on any- 
occafion — it has however a fbriking effe(3i 
upon the ftage in thofe incantation fongs 
where the witches enumerate their pleafuresj 
in Macbeth ; and is wonderfully fecpndcd 
by Purcell's mufick, when they fay, 

We nimbly, nimbly, nimbly, nimbly, nimbly dance: 
our fill, 
" To the echo, to the echo— of fomc li611ow hill. 

Xhefe we muft remember tlvmgh to be 

Dasmons^ 
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Daemons, or Pifkles, in whom adivity is 
ftill fuppofed to be combined with malice 
and mifchief; the words are not Shaken 
fpeare's, but belong to an old and curious 
drama on the fubje£t of Rofmunda, an4 
called The Witch, a TragUComedie. But I 
ihall forget the fynonyme fecoad on oui: 
lift ; and although by that method I fhould 
undoubtedly finifh my work more quick- 
ly, it would be exceedingly ill done in» 
deed, and deferve very heavy eenfurct 






NOTORIOUS, APPARENT, EVIDENT. , 



THESE run in a fort of climax ; for a 
thing may be made apparent to fome, 
when 'tis by no means evident to many, 
t)r NOTORIOUS to alL The laft word has of 
late years contributed to drive the other two 
eut of good company — although our bcft 
a authors. 
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authors, io colloquial and eafy ftyle, ufe. it 
eommonly in a bad fenfe. While the fupedU 
erity of Englifli failors on all well-tried 6c^ 
eafiond has been evident, and while it 
was APPARENT that our fea-officers under^ 
ftOod the forming a line, and choofing a 
l^ppy moiivetit for engaging, &c. it is nck 
^OR'OUS that the French fight againft fails . 
and rigging: ever ftudious to avoid clofti 
encounter^ they provide for efcape before 
they begin the battle, which on their fide 
confifts chiefly in employing the enemy 
upon other bufinefs, by diftrefling them fot 
want of ihrouds^ tackling, and the like — 
thus impeding the return of the veflfel 
home after a vidory, and giving up imme-^ 
diate glory, for future mean advantage^ 



NOW, 
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NOW, AT PRESENT, THIS INSTANT. 



WHILE metaphyficians expand their 
fubtleties into imperceptibility upon this fa- 
tal monofyllabie, one would hope that con- 
verfation might go on without difpute con- 
cerning what flies away like the witches in 
Macbeth, who, while we contend about the 
nature of their exiflence, make them/elves air^ 
into which they vani/h. So, alas ! does N ow • 
theprefent moment paffing away even before 
the word is written that explains it. We may 
tell foreigners, however, that 'tis ufual in our 
language, when calling in a hurry, to cry 
NOW, NOW,' as the quickeft expreflion, I 
fuppofe, for urging another to immediate 
hafle. " At present we cannot come to 
you" — is a common phrafe — He was here 
this instant, means, 'tis not an inftant . 
fcarcely fince he was here : but it does cer- 

VOL. II. F tainly 
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tainly mean time pafi ; for one fays to ijp^ 
perfon who looking round mifles the indi- 
vidual fought for — ^Why, flic is here, now, 
cannot you fee her ? 

I thought we were to begin upon the 
fubje£k NOW, fays a xAaB impadbebfc c^ de« 
clfioa. We W// begin this instant, %•» 
plies hb cooler friend (meSiZiing a future 
time^ though near) ; at freseni^ it would 
pot be fo propcur; Thefe things are difficult 
to foreigners \ nor can I guefs why both 
tiine paft, and time to come, fhould both 
be hourly and commonly expreft by this 
instant, which at firft view appears im«» 
proper enough. In a converfation when it 
was propofed to write an impromptu upoit 
NOW, this pretty quatrain was produced by 
Bella CrufcUy who had been afferting that all 
pad adions were nihilities, and the imme- 
diate moment was the whole of human ex* 
iftence. 



One 
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ht ehdiefs now (lands o^cr th' eventful ftream 
Of all that may be with colofT^l ftride ; 
And fees beneath life's proudeft pageants gleam^ 
And fe^s beneath the wrecks of empire giidet 

A partial friend in companj replied : 

*ris youfs the pnEsEiirr moment to redeem, 
Antf powerful fnatch from time's too rapid ftrearay 
Whik, feltimpell'd, the teft redundant roll. 
Slumbering to flagnate in oblivion's pool* 

Wc have NOW I think pretty well diA 
pa!tehed this fynonymy* 






<- 4. 



NOXIOUS, MISCHIEVOUS, PERNICIOUS, 
HURTFUL, ;BANEFUL, 



ARE all, except one, words of contemp- 
tuous abhorrence : yet may a foreigner tdxC- 
apply them, if not informed that we call a lion 
a deftrudiive animal, and the Apulian fpider 
a NOXIOUS infeA ; whilft all agree that a 

F 2 MISCHIS* 
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MiscHrEVOUS boy is at any rate a very of- 
fenfive and tormenting inmate to a grave 
gentleman or elegant lady : bijt if he fhould 
once take a fancy to put laurel leaves in their 
tea-pot, fuch a trick might prove pernici ous 
to the whole family, as that plant is in its na- 
ture HURTFUL, and a diftillation from it 
not only poifonous, but adiually bane- 
ful ; the man who fwallows laurel water 
not living long enough, 'tis faid, even to fet 
down the cup ; fo fudden and fo dreadful 
are its efFeds. Such reflections fhould make 
us fhun people who are faid to be only 
MISCHIEVOUS, as they are likely enough 
to end in being moft pernicious compa- 
nions. 



\ 

^ 
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NOYSOME, 
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NOYSOME, OFFENSIVE, DISGUSTING. 



THE fitft of thefe unpleafing adjedives 
is of 'lite commonly written noisome, be- 
caufe derived fi:oilx.liLC Italian, nojofo : as it 
takes root immediately however^ from our 
own Eiiglifh verb to annoy, it has a claim 
to 'the y-Grec. 'Tis hot the more fynony- 
ihous with noxious or deftrudive, becaufe 
we fitid it fometimes attributed to things 
which are dangerous in their nature : for 
although the fmallpox or peftilence arc juft- 
ly called noisome difeafes, it is*not be- 
caufe they kill, 'but becaufe thfey offend 
lis, "^ that they arfe ib termed. A" bad ' fmeir 
can fciarce attack Hfe^ biit it 'has a juft' pre- ' 
tenfibn to all t!ie' epithets upon the lift: 
fo has* indecent Vtifk,' which is exdeedmgly 
off^nsive^ aha" disgustYng, and drives 
deIitat6'^ctiple'ifom a company as lurely as 

F -3 the 






70 BRITISH SYNONlf M¥. 

the fox drives the badger from his hqlf;, hf 
an equally NOi^OAfE contfivaQce. 



NUGATORY, THIt^, SLICJHT, FLIMSY, FUT|^ 



■P 



ANY thing of a texture nearly approajf Ij- 
ing to ficrial^ any thing near the nature of 
elouds, and eafily blown away, nught, qqc; 
woul4 fuppofe, hav^ fair pretenfion to thefe 
adjedives — yet we appropriate tliem to, pi^^ 
tic^lar matters by mere coUpquial cuftom :-*r* 
they arc fynonymoi^s only when ^eakU\g o^ . 
certain empty tales, or arguments void pf foli- 
4ity, which may without difficulty defei^^<j 
thgrn all i but we cannot fay a filk however 

SLIGHT is NUGATPHY, Or call a THIN JDJl^fii 

lin, though foon worn outj, a f utile iftod^ 
of drefsT-^without grofe, pedantry. One o^ 
the pretty books in our language inolt Hr. 

femblinr 
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fembling the French Anas^ is perhaps read 
the lefs for having a modefl title, and be- 
ing called Nttgce Antiqua ; whilft a hundred 
FLIMSY compofxtions of infinitely lefs value 
attradt the eyes of our young people, and 
pleafe a trifling age, which although it pro- 
feffes to defire amufement only, not inftruc- 
tion ; the book that pleafes it muft be dog- 
matical, though the reafoning be slight; 
and thofc melodies which charm muft be 
called /w^/Ar, not flimsy. Our drefs and 
converfation being of late calculated for 
jnerc THiNnefs, we will hope fuch faftiions 
maybe futile, and that the nugatory 
reports, empty nothings made on purpofe 
to delight fuch fylph-like charaders, xvill 
fade away on approach of a new year, 
teeming as it appears with vcry-4briou^ 
and weighty events. 



F 4 TO 
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TO NULLIFY, TO ANNULL, TO DISANNULL, 
TO MAKE NULL AND VOID. 



THESE verbs ftand in converfation 
chiefly in the place of the verb to annihi^ 
late, or rather between that and the fofter 
phrafe of to render inefFedlual. Horatio's 
arguments, fay we, were rendered null 
and VOID, at leaft in my opinion, by what 
our friend Cleornenes urged againft them : 
but no man better knows than he, how to 
NULLIFY the difcourfe of his competitor 
without annihilating the fpeaker either in 
his own eyes, or thofe of the auditors ; as 
a good legiflator will fee the way to AN- 
NULL a flatute no longer ufeful or necefltary, 
without taking away by dire<9: annihilatioa 
all trace or remembrance of its former uti- 
lity. The third v rb is a favourite among 
the vu'gar here in England, who mifapply 

it 
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it comically enough. I a&ed the late Lord 

Halifax's gardener for a walk and fummer*- 

. houfe I ufed to fee at Hortori : ^* There was 

fuch a walk once (replies the man), but my 

Lord DISANNULLED it." 



NUMB, TORPID, MOTIONLESS, 



ARE not fynonymous, becaufe^^they are 
mere gradations of the dreadful malady 
which fomc animals have the power of pro- 
ducing in others, given them apparently for 
felf-defcnce, as the gymnotus elediricus and 
torpedo in particular. The fenfation they in- 
duce often however comes by nature, or fome 
accidental injury done to the fpinal martbw, 

« 

which i^eijidCTi^ a limb firft numb, or with 
Ibmething like a half confcioufnefs of the 
privation- befallen it,; which f^int power of 
feeling goes off when, the fenfes become 

more 
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woMc TORPID ; and it ieems to me that the 
perfon, who iaftead of quickening his pnct 
ftands MOTiONLEfls in the hour of futjprife 
or terrorg^ difeoyers a fatal difpofition or un-^ 
dcncy in the habit to diofe difeafes fo diffi^ 
cult to cure and fo melancholy to behold ; 
where life fubfifls but to exhibit a pidure of 
diftrefs, where the animal furvives the man, 
and holds him up a fliame to medicine, ^ 
beacoa for philofophy. 



OBSTINATE, PERTINACIOUS, FIXED* 
RESOLUTE, STEADY, PERSEVERING, 

C0NSTAN1\ 



THESE take different acceptations to 
agree with their fubftantives when ufcd in. 
thoir prcbper places j and even at advett)S, we 
lay in general that a man is pertinacious 
in attack, obstinate in defence of his 

3 argument j 
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l^rgumefit ) and ^medmes we may f^ peo*- 
1^ nxEp iti belief, wh^ tk^y are ha^ 

' r 

Mioiigh from bMpg coNSTAiTT to the 
practice of fmih yittue as theii faith requires* 
|t£SOLUT£ ^ems aps^ve^ality pf th? 
mind, and aT^Apv Should be erer oppofed 
X^inolimtkn^ as it feems to imply upriglitt 
pefg ps^ iafleiibility— -wrffcipg light oa-^ 
yrard, without turning (^ fays the Scripture) 
\p the right han4 P? *P ^he left ; 

Jrucy '^^ ;^ fiarro^ padi that leads to blifs | 
^ut right afore, there ift no precipice : 
Fear rnake^ n^en lopk afide, and fo their footing 
mifi?. Dryden. 

Of the remaining word I find the moft 
flegaijt ej^aniple in the prefa(:e to Jacob 
Bryaat^s V Book of Mythology. — " We arc 
often (feys he), by the importunity pf a per- 
1lfBV£it|if<> writer, teafcd into an pnfatit- 
fadory compliance, and yield a painful af- 
f^t ; but iipon clpfing the volume our fcru* 
l^es v€$smf ^^d we rela|>le iat^ doubts and 

darknefs.^* 
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4^^efs<J': T.Such/is l!lQttAU5:QW«:.mDdc^0f 

cttnvincing^' JiQWgver. JJife Tteatife ojt thf 
Ajithenticitx*, q£ JSicpipture^4n4 ittte Tlnjth t^f 
our hql^ Religipt^ can fi{|4 tiQlrival nearer 
4han:Grotiu,s; .whilft our E^gl^ JRiflartaticft 
Jpftght, to be^n^glfeQied -by ^iip rfiokL. or cpoiKr 
jubfaofmfiqi.who efteem foun(| laming,, ret 
Ysre ;pi£ty, ^^,>p(h for. de$t:ilfQrn»tion,; :.• 

'*••••:■ *•!<*.■/» • 1 1 ■■ • * J ■ .' I : ' i / 

1 Wit . • ^ wA- . -' ^^ . . , ,1 * ..J J- • * A. ... ^^ '^ 
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TO OBSTRtJC'T, TO T^HWAKT, *rO HINDER, 



, r. 



TO RETARD/" • 



THESE words can fcarcely . fure be 
thought fynonymouSjiwhilo.daily experien^^ 
fliews us fome foplillijy officious endeavour^ 
to RETARD; a j[puniey, a marriage, oi^ diipPr 
lition of an eilate, which at l%ft can p€;rh^ 
only be ti^w^rted, .i^qt.fijtolly HINDEIU 
Ep— or if at ikngth k,,j(^puld ygii^itirftufr 
trftted for e;s'(9f , Jthofe wi^iq^-cpute^ibptedib} 
" ' . obstruct 
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OBSTRUCT the bufinefs will, have difcovercd, 
more petty malice than deep thought upon . 
the fubjed-j which would inform fuch rea-^^ 

foners, that he who leaves an event clear of 

. ' ' '■.'■■■. . = ■ ' 

perplexities and diflSculty is more likely to 
fee it neglected or forgotten, than the man : 
who ftimulates paffion by oppofmg its vio- 

lence with feeble checks, and accelerates the , 
rapidity of its current by laying weak ob- r 

ftrudlions in its way. 



saz 



OCCASION AND OPPORTUNITY 



I - . • 



^ ARE often miftaken for fynonymes by 
fuch as. beiag accuftomed to think in French 
or in Italian, tranflate into Englifh as they 
fpeak; and rejoicing in an opportunity 
to introduce a phrafe with which they were 
before acquainted, wait not to produce it on 
at proper occasion : for books will but in- 
,8 creafc 
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cwafe fuch difEcuWes, and the ftucly 6iP out 
cdlloqukl knguage in elegant and welMh-- 
fbufted focieties alone can fmooth it. My 
chief rcafon for undertaking a work fo nced- 
lefs to others, fo hazardous to myfelf, wa$ 
becaufe it afforded me an opportunity of 
fhewing my zeal in the fervice of foreigners: 
for which ptifpofe of being ufefiil to fheniy t 
hourly wifh my abilities were greater, hav- 
ing every moment Occasion gratefully to 
recoUedk the pleafant days I ipent in Italy 
principally, where I was myfelf a ftranger^ 
and where I experienced that delicacy of at« 
tention and evident defire to be pleafed with 
all I faid, which ingratitude herfelf would 
find it difficult to forget, while one ipark of 
felf-Iove yet regained unextinguilhed in her 
bofom. 



tfFFICIOUS, 



BRITISH SYNONYMT. 79 



OFFIClOtJS, FORWARD TO RENDER UNDE* 
SIRED SERVICES, IMPORTUNATELY KIND, 
TROUBLESOME. 



THE firfl: word here is commonly ufed 
in a bad fenfe certainly, and fo Johnfon un- 
derftood it in his Didionary ; yet we find 
him many years after confidering it more 
tenderly, when fpeaking of a dead depen- 
dant whom he loved, he fays. 

Well tried through many a varying year,. 

Sec Levett to the grave defcend ^ 
Officious, innocent, fincere. 

Of every fricndlefs name the friend. 

Johnfon, indeed, always thinking ncglcA 
the word misfortune that could befall a man, 
looked on a charader of this defcription 
with lefi averfion than I do, who am apt 
to think that among the petty pefts of fo- 
jpicty, after a weak foe comes an officious 

friend — 
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« 

friend — ^who, like the man in Theophraftus, 
hojds his acquaintance by the button to en- 
treat his care for his own ftfters healtb, till 
the caufe is loft which he was going to de- 
fend — who crams your fick children with 
cake, advifes immediate inoculation, and 
fetches in the furgeon himfelf, that the bufi- 
nefs may not be delayed — who hurries peo- 
ple into marriage before the fettlements are 
drawn, advifmg them not to put off their 
happinefs, but fteal a wedding while the old 
folks are confulting, &c. — who proclaims a 
bankruptcy which might have been pre- 
vented, and gives you notice to fave what 
you have in his hands, by taking up goods 
inllead of calh — who, in his zeal for the re- 
conciliation of his two beft friends, traps 
them into a fudden meeting, fhuts them into 
a room together before, their refentment is' 
cooled, crying Now kifs and be frierfds, you 
honeft dogs, do \ and ftands amazed to hear 
in an hour's tinie that they have cut ea^ 

other's 
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other's throat Thcfc men deferve a rougher 

r 

appellation than troublesome : yet 'tis the 
icoiifge of their acquaintance to be obliged 
now and then to look civil upon and even 
to thank them for their iMJ^grtunate 
KINDNESS;- while, forward to render 
UNDESiRED SERFIC£S — fuch they pretend 
to think them — fellows of this defcription 
fit at home wondering at the world's ingrati- 
tude, when every houfe which has common 
fenfe within its walls fhuts them out at the 
gatei 



ORAtdRY, ELOQUENCE, RHETORICK. 



TO ciirfory readers thefe Words may pof- 
fibly fcem to approach nearer to fynonymy 
than they will be found to do oh clofer in-^ 
ipedion and feverer fcrutiny. Each term 

looks back perpetually to its derivation; and 
VQL« Hi G the 
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the firft of them is even in our common talk 
naturalty applied to him who folicits, re- 
quefts, befeeches, pleading fome caufe of the 
hclplefs or diftrefled, with eloquence of 
addrefs and Ikill inRUETORicK. The ori- 
ginal fenfe, as ufed in our courts of chan* 
eery, when the perfon fupplicating is ftyled 
your ORATOR or oratrix, Kes ftill con- 
cealed under our colloquial language, and 
» • ■ . ~ 

we yield the palm of oratory to him who 
beft knows the arts oi perfuafton. For War- 
wick is a fubtle orator, fays one who 
fears his powers of entreaty, in Shakefpeare's 
Henry the Sixth ; whilft eloquence Im- 
plies more properly a plenitude of words^ 
and adroitnefs in arranging them, with a 
fweet voice and pleafing volubility of utter* 
ance. Without all thefe 'tis difficult to fhine 
as a perfedi rhetorician ; though I have 
feen filent oratory more capable of touch- 
\ti% our hearts than any tropes or figures-— 
ayci or than all the graces of neat articu* 

ladon^ 



British synonymy. sj 

lation^ added to all the fcicnce of itHKto^ 
RICK. As proof of this, who would not 
lather choofe Mrs. Siddons to plead a cauft 
for immediate pardon from one's ftfvereign 
than Sheridan or Fox ? Phra&plogy is con-^^ 
founded and invention frozen before the ge- 
nuine eitpreflion of a throbbing heart ; and 
Quintilian fiud truly, that to ipeak well we 
muft fed Entirety. This was in cafes of 
ORATORY, however. Eloquencjb is fhewn 
in defcriptlon chiefly ; and though it does 
not iet the place defctibed before your eyes 
more exa^y than leis ornamented difcourfe 
would have done, it gives a momentary tx^^ 
ahation and delight to the mind, calls round 
a pleating train of imagery, and fumifiies 
elegant ideas for future combination. 

I have a fnend particularly eminent in 
fuch powers of charming her audience; who, 
although they leave her fbciety m<^e dazzled 
perhapB xkasi inftruded, find perjpetuil 
Ibuices of entertainment b^ r<;fie6ingon the 

^ G 2 icenes 
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fcenes {q fwcctly brought before their vicw^ 

in words fo choice and well adapted j yet 
poured forth with fluency which knows not, 
and copioufnefs which needs not hefitatiom 

When flic iftsids this, however, Mrs. P ^ 

will acknowledge that the very rules and 
terms of rhetOrick are unknown to ber^ 
{o great is the diflance betwe6ii our candi* 
dates for fynonymy. 'Tis in the Houfe of 
Commons we muft feek inverfion and 
prolepfis, every figure of the art, employed 
with all the fkill of thofe who feek to ba£3e 
where they fcarcely mean to convince— or 
whercyconvinced already, they mean to main* 
tain the fide they have chofen to fupport, in 
defiancie of the champions oppofite,to whofc 
triumph they wifli not to bear witnefs* Here 
ORATORY has no place, according to Dr. 
Johnfon ; who faid no man was ever per-* 
fuaded to give a vote contrary to what h« 
intended in the morning, by ^y arguments, 
pr any Ej^o^ipBNGE heard within thoft 

walls. 
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walls. He faid too that no preacher, how- 
ever popular, ever prevailed on one of the 
congregation to give more at a charity fer- 
mon than he had refolved on at leaving 
home. Thefe pofitions may be true; yet is 
ORATORY a charming thing, eloquence a 
fine thing, and rhetorick a great thing — 
for it comprifes them both. 



?■ - -i J i J '■ — . L- .. ' ■. ■ ■.■■? ■ ' i. -■«.■- ■ ■ ■ ■ , JL j ; J>- tL 



order, method, regulation, 
arrangement. 



•i""^" 
< 



THAT thefe words were or were not fy- 
nonymous might have been always doubtful; 
that the qualities they defcribe are neceflary 
to fociety, remained uncontroverted till a 
very fliort time ago. Truth is, that in every 
ARRANQEMENT there muft be method, 
and to obtain order we muft begin by re^ 
CULATION, For although it was well aC^ 

G3 ferted 



/ 
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ferted in an admirable fermon preached at 
one of our great London churches, and 
printed at the requefi of an afToeiating com« 
mittee, that equalization was a thing impo£» 
iible^ and that whenever the attempt is made 
fatal will be the confequences j but the event 
mud always be the fame : becaufe agitation 
cannot alter the nature of fluids or their fpc- 
cific gravity — ^when the agitation has ceafed, 
lays this excellent writer, the true level of 
each will be found — Some experiments mili- 
tating againfl: this apparently certain pofition 
prompt my fears, left in moral as In naturtd 
philofophy, there is ^more danger of fomc 
parts being devoured by the reft, than this 
author feems to apprehend. Yet 'tis well 
known that one ounce of camphor will be 
fo diftblved and apparently fo annihilated, 
that neither fc^nt, nor tafte, nor alteration of 
tranfparency can be found in the phial, if 
grated into an ounce of alcohol ; 'tis likewife 
knpwo, that by addition of fpme fair clean 

z w^tcr 
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vnXtr the camphor fhall again be difengaged 
from the IJpirit, and rife to the furface once 
more, white, folid, perfedl, without diminu- 
tion of its weight, fmell, or medical efficacy 
from the experiment. 

Things have, I fear, a natural tendency to 
relapfe into that chaotic ftate whence they 
firft were called forth by the voice of God, 
fcH" the comfort and advantage of his reafon- 
ing creatures ; and when they impioufly re- 
jeSt thofe comforts and deny thofe advan- 
tages, one trembles left the Word which fe- 
parated the confufion into various orders, 
and METHODIZED the beautiful aurange* 
MENT, {hould by repeated infults be pro- 
voked to withdraw the infpiring breathy at 
touch of which. 

When Nature underneath a heap 
Of janring atoms lay. 
And could not heave her head ; 
The tuneful voice vras heard on high, 
Anfe^ ye more than dead ! 

G 4 Then 
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Then hot, and coId> and moiit, and dry, 
Iq order to their (Rations leap, 

^T^d fjiufick's pow'r obey. / Drydek^ 

When God in wrath no loqgpr fends hii 
grace among mankind, we fee them foon dq* 
generate into much worfe than beafts. Na- 
tuVe's limits are quickly leaped ovpr, whea 
the curb of religious ^y^orfhip is flung afide i 
as our cool campl^pr is no longer found 
where the incalcfcent furor prevails over 
every particle, and melts it undiftingui^xed 
in the general mafs. There would it lie etcr* 
nally, if the clear element was not once more 
thrown in, to prove ^hqfe ppwers of refufci** 
tAtion which only can belong to purity im- 
ipaculate. Lofsof ordbr in the arrange- 
ments of civil fociety would produce, nay 
does produce, the moft fatal of all confe- 
quenc«; Wde rewards for induftry and ex. 
citements tp honqurable aiStions 2^t no more; 
the very words Lofs and Gain, Virtue and 
Vice^ muft be crafed from our new vocabu- 
7 lary. 
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lary^and Dante^s Infcription on the Gates of 
Hell fet in their place ; for where all are equal 
nvitbin^ thefe words do well without : 

Ijafciate o|;nt fperanza vo^ ch* entrate. 
XiCave Hj9pc behind, all yom who enter here. 



ORNAMENT, EMBELLISHMENT, 
DECORATION, 



^■v 



MUNDITIIS capimur^ fays Ovid; and 
our ftern philofopher Johnfon confeffed that 
the world was a pill no mortal could endure 
without gilding. Let then lifers theatre en- 
jpy its due decorations, nor hope that 
any adihg will make it fupportable without 
them : for although every ornam£NT does 
not contribute tbwards the embellish^* 
MENT of that which it is deftined to adom^ 
Vre ihould attribute the failure to unikilfuU 

nefs-^ 
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nels— remembering that the words are not 
ftriftly fynonymous, and that Pope iai4 
wifely, 

Even in an orkament its place remark. 
Nor in an hermitage fet Do£tor Clarke. 

Neither of the other fubftantives would here 
have expreffed the poet's meaning ; becaufe 
fetting the ilatue of a courtier in a hermitage, 
or lone cell devoted to retirement and folitary 
ipeculation, was a manifeft breach of i>j?« 
coRUMj whence the laft word upon the lift 
tal;es its derivation — ^and as embellish- 
MENT of* the. Queen's garden was the pur« 
pc^e aimed at. Pope reafonably enough rail<« 
]ie$ the awkward difplay of ornament^ 
where nothing was made more beautiful by 
the addition. To decora TfiJife hnwever 
with honours, orders, titles, and ihews of 
well regulated feftivity, has ever been ac« 
counted politic and rational ; nor can I think 

thof^ individuals either wiie or good who 

fpck 
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feek fo feduloufly to level all diftindionsi to 
deftrojall the ornaments of life^and re- 
duce man to his primseval ftate of favage 
-hunger and unfeeling ferocity. Such fpirit 
of returning to a fituation long efcaped from 
argues no philofophic vigour in this age, but 
rather exhibits fomewhat of fenile debility; 
The ferpent*s tail here comes too near the 
mouth ; and when original notions fpun out 
to thinnefs, or ficklied over by dotage, di£> 
cover a difpofition of reverting weakly to the 
firft colour, 'tis a bad fign indeed : an ugly 
fymptom, proving the world^s old age, and 
confequent tendency of going back to baby- 
hood I imitating as the year does at i^ of 
the leaf that fhed of bloflbms which precedes 
the fpring^ Oh ! let us ftill beware a wintry 
fun, whofe oblique rays but ferve to dazzlo 
and confound our iight, and never n% high 
enough to warm or cheer us ! 



OETHQjOOXY, 
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ORTHODOXY, SOUNDNESS OF OPINION, 

NOT HERETICALe, 



THE, firft of thefc only cxprefles in a 
word what the others explain pcriphrafti- 
cally, and is become a wbrd much out of 
fafliion, as is the quality underftood by it : 
HOT can I guefs where foreigners could ever 
have heard it named, among good company, 
had not the late attempts againft its very ex- 
iftence forced it into notice. Swift fhould 
have faid concerning orthodoxy that 
which he praedicated not fo truly of Religion 
herfelf— that Ihe refembled a foot-hall left 
in the dirt neglected, till fome one kicking 
it began the game, which oftentimes was 
carried on with hazard to the players' lives, 
when once well entered. This- i6 all admi- 
rably exprefled with regard to religious 
OPINION ; while the true worfhip of God 

may 
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may well reflde in the heart, anid tht four 
firft. commandments be devoutly obeyed, yet 
eicape man's obfervation of bur condud: : 
for myftxc piety confers with heaven, littlt 
diilurbed by ' controverfial reafoning; but 
Church Eflabliihment is in its own nature a 
caufe of public concern, and if good order I« 
to- be preferved, and Eccfeilaftical Authority^ 
ordained by God himfelf — let us refolve to 
maiiitain ORTHODoxy, and keep hereti-^ 
CAL OPINIONS from being publicly broach- 
ed among us, by every means confident with 
Chriftian charity — of which it is a branch 
to preferve our youth from being tainted 
with a defire of difputlng or deriding holy 
ordinances, long complied with by their 
betters, after examinations which the prefent 
contemners of them have I truft fcarce time 
or fcholarfhip enough to inveftigate before 
they throw them afide. Long indeed has 
our old Anglican epifcopalian church ftood 

like the rock among the rapids of Niagara, 

increaiing 



■ J 
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increafing in fize and ftrength from evetf 
effort to overturn it : and although for thit. 
purpofe fanaticifm fhould for a while co« 
qperate with infidelity, long will it yet 
remain, fpite of the plan which Mr. Burke 
difcovered before its open avowal — the re- 
gular and not ill-laid plan, invented latterly 
by French philofophers, for deftroying the 
Ghriftian religion in this quarter of the 
globe — defiring, as we now plainly fee they 
do, to leave the church of Chrift a lifdefs 
day, a caput mortuum^ or at beft, like their 
own haplefs prince, a ^ne nomine corpus — 
torn by the tiger, drawn dry by the weafel, 
and preyed upon when putrid by buzzing 
jnufquitoes, :non»defcripts in pigmy vora- 
city^ 



OSTSN< 
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OSTENTATION, PRIDE, VANITT, SELF- 

SUPnaENCY, 



/• 



CAN fcarcely be called in a flrid fcsie 
fynonymous ; if one may fay with truth, at 
fure 'tis eafy, that though a man fhali be 
well-bred enough fincerely to defpife /the 
making empty ostentation of his ta^ 
lents, he may neverthelels feel fecret com« 
placency^ and even pride in them, which 
oppofition from an equal, or any other welU 
maaaged coUiflon, will infallibly force out|^ 
with unequivocal marks of that lad-named ' 
quality's conftant refidence in his heart; wl^e 
boy iih VANITY often prompts people of much 
meaner abilities to attract notice in conver- 
fation, from ill-underftood paradoxes, &c. 
till they have been clearly fhewn how self- 
SUFFICIENCY forms deeper refcntment al- 
moft in every breaft than even ierious inju- 
by^i[raud or force ; and that it is the 

peculiar 
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jpcculiar province of good breeding to ie^ 
ftnun thofe violent attacks it makes upoa 
one's peace, and upon what the French cm^ 
phatically calji. a man's amour-propre. Othei^ 
examples might be given of thefe ofienfive 
ctiipofitioiis ] for w^ fefufe to falute an infe- 
rior through PRIDE I believe, and meanly 
folicit attention from people of higher tank 
out of pure fimple vanity: but gayer os- 
tentation difplays her pretenfidns to 
notice with abfurd pomp, while brutal SELF*- 
suFFiciENCY defpifing help, and hooting 
away inftruSion, grofsly afTumes that which 
the reft are courting, and, ftifFin brafly im- 
]pudence, thrufts all afide, feizes the firft poi^^ 
and keeps it till kicked out. 

The different cures fot thefe difierent dit 
cafes of the mind point out their various 
pathognomic fymptoms — as in corporeal ma-^ 
ladles, the marking fymptom points dut the 
mode of cure ; for ostentation will 
ever be beft extinguifhed by ridicule, and 

PRIDS 



rftiD£ by moitifkflttion. Van itY| light 1% 
Im* own nature, takte wing immediate^ at 
the firft Agfat of contempt, or even negled: j 
while s£L9-5UFrici£NC7 owns Jtio con£i« 
tidon hut a cudgel. Dodot Young fay^ 
prettily. That the v^ain man is a beggar ol^ 
admiration — Now to be a beggaf, iidds he^ 
18 no creditetble profeflion ; yet is he mor* 
noble who begs bread, than he who begs a 
hw^ for the bread is mort worth* ITieoM* 
phradus meantime, than whom no mark 
feeras more deeply to have penetrated the 
receflCes of the human heart, gave the worid^ 
three thoufand years ago almoft^ the &etch 
of an osTJENTATiotfs chara£ler, very 
happily, when he fays, that> to (how all 
Athens how he had facrificed an t)x that 
day, hh hero ftiftk up the cwatmre^s head 
and horns upon the front of his houfe, that 
no pafler by might mifs feeing it, or fail to 
witnels His opulence and piety% I kave^ 
however, feen thk inftance of fo^y fturpaSfed 

VOL. ii. H by 
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by an -acquaintance of my own, whofe o»-^ 
msMTATiON, combined with vanity and 
lying, prompted him to purchafe pea-bulls 

9 

of the great fruiterers early in April, at eigh- 
teen-pence the bafket, only to fling before 
his door, that thofe who pafTed through Par- 
liament Street to the Houfe of Commons 
might be led to think he had been eating 
green peas at a guinea the pint^— elegancies 
he very wifely avoided, as he was in his 
own perfon neither a profufe man nor aa 
epicure, though for the fake of bmg ad- 
mired by fuch charafiers he wiflied to be 
thought both. 



s=i: 



TO OVERREACH, TO CHE^T, TO DEFRAUDi 
TO DECEIVE, TO TRICK. 



IJlJIESE verbs, though almoft equally 
^creditable, are not for that reafon wholly ^ 
, -^ ; fynony* 
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fynonymous, while a man fometimes de* 
FRAUDS, who never for a mbment deceiv- 
ed one: and the juggler that cheats our 
fenfes only^ but that with neathefs of finger 
well called Ifegcr^e-main, is eafily over* 
REACHED the vetynext morning at market, 

by fome of the fpedatbrs whom he trick- 
tD the night before, getting their money 
from one hand, or One potketj to the other, 
Without their oWn knowledge or confcnti 

The ftory of Decius arid Alcander is the 
tompleteft extant, I believe, to the purpofe 
of keeping the firft of thefe Words clear of 
all the reft, — Here is a fummary of it given 
from memory : 

Decius then, a man of great figtire, that 
had hrge commiflions for fugaf from abroad^ 
treatfe ^th Alcatider a Weft India merchant: 
both linderrtand the market, yet canhdt 
ijuickly. agree, is Decius, being a man of 
fubftance, thought reafonably that no one 
ought to buy cheaper than himfclf, and Al- 
ii a cander 
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Candcr not wanting monfey had certainly 
a right to Hand for his price. While they 
tafik on, however, Alcander's fervant brings 
him a letter, informing him of a much larger 
quantity of fugars coming over than was 
before expelled. Alcander now wifhed for 
nothing better than to fell at Decius's price, 
before the news was known ;.but, fearing to 
appear precipitate, drops the difcourfe, and, 
coftimending the weather, artfully propofe$ 
they fhould enjoy it together at his country 
feat. The affair happening on a Saturday 
early in May, Decius accepts the invitation, 
and away they drive in Alcander's coach^ 
agreeing to return on Tuefday morning to 
London^ 

Meanwhile Decius^ riding out upon aa 
eafy pad of his friend's to get him an appe- 
tite for Monday's dinner, meets a gentleman 
who tells him the JJarbadoes fleet was all 
deftroyed by a ftorm ; aud adds, that before 

he left the city that morning fugars were 

rifmg 
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ti(ing apace, and that 25 per cent, at lead 
would be the advance by 'change time. 

Decius now returns, and refumes the dif- 
CQurfe which Alcander was moft deiirous 
to bring forward : an^i however eager one 
was to buy, the other felt no lefs paffionate 
4efire to fell : — weary alike too of counter- 
felting indifference, Decius, the moment 
dinner was removed, throwing a guinea 
gayly on the table, ftruck the bargain at 
Alcander's price, and gained next morning 
200L by his fugars. 

Here was no cheating, no defraud- 
ing ; yet Alcander, while he ftrove to over- 
reach his neighbour, was paid in his own 
coin. 

There is a phrafc congenial to fouls like 
thefe, and ufed too often ; taking a matt in 
is the expreflion : I only print it that it may 
\t avoided for ever* 



H 3 PACBj 
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PACE, STEP, QAIT, MARCH, WALK, 



Come, but keep thy wonted ftate. 
With eyen step, and miffing gait, 

gays Milton in his Penferofo ; and in fucl^ 
Hfenfe thefe words are colloquially ufed too, 
for they, though apparently, are not in ftridt-? 
nefs fynonymous. The firft is always 2^p^ 
plied to brutes, and the horfe i(pon faJe i& 
commended for doing his paces well, whilft 
the boarding- fchool mifs receives praife for 
the elegance of her gait. The step of 
a DANCER attracts our applaufe ; but the 
foldier's firm march calls for our efteem,* 
and conneds with ideas of dignity, courage, 
every fource of the fublime. The hafty 
WALK of a penny-poftman, or the folcmn 
WALK at a funeral proceffion, is appropri-* 
ated to the laft word upon the lift : 

And by her graceful walk the queen of love was known. 

• I f^ 
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I recoiled but one paflage where pace Is 
made poetical^ and that is in Hawkefworth^s 
beautiful Ode upon Life, where the fhadows 
rife — 



Age ! my fixture felf I trace^ 
Stealing flow with feeble pace ^ 
Bending with difeafe and careSj 
All the load of life he bears. 



f.j 



While Pope's famous triplet places the fourth 
word upon our catalogue in the mod happy 
light^ when he fays fo truly, that 

Waller was fmooth, but Dryden taught to join 
The varying verfe, the full refounding line. 
The long majeftic march, and energy divine. 



9< 



PAIR, COUPLE, BRACE, 






ALL mean two of one fort, yet cannot 
diey be deemed true fynonymes, while 

H4 fucb 
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ftich arbiuraiy modes of ullng them prevaiL 
A PAIR of eggs, or a coupx^e of coach^ 
horfes^ would be ridiculous; and though 
every Englifh gentleman, fportfman^ lady, 
or fervant, in our king's domioion, naturally 
calls two carp, two pheafants, or two grey- 
hounds, a jrace j yet foreigners muft be 
told fuch trifles, or they never can learn 
them; becaufe a pair of ducks, and a 
COUPLE qf woodcocks, is equally common 

ft 

9tnd regular, — Italians are as arbitrary; they 
lay un par iuovi in familiar talk; and 
though little difjpofed to laugh at fuch mif« 
takes, I truft a Roman Abate would fcarce 
keep his countenance, if he heard one call 
the couple of eggs brought up for one'si 

fppp«r at an inn una bcHa (ofia^ 



PART|« 
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iPA&TiCULAR, P£CUUAR» SIHGULAR, 



APPEAR fynonymous adjedives adver^ 
bially ufed, yet can fcarcely be rated fuch upon 
idofe inveftigation. We fay that Timon is 
a SINGULAR fellow, nice in his feledion of 
intimates, but firmly attached to thofe he 
has oncechofen, and oddly refolute to believe 
nothing in their disfavour, though the accu« 
fations may be fupportcd by proofs undenia*- 
ble to the reft of mankind. He adheres 
with equally inftinftive clofenefs, however, 
to a fafliion as he does to a friend, and by 
fo doing gives himfelf a mighty partjcu** 
I«AR appearance in his manners and drefs, 
which looks like the date of the year 1759 
upon his back, and fets the boys and girls 
o'laughing— very little to his concern ; for 
having a confcioufnefs peculiar to him- 
fi^lf that he is not deipicablei h^ has no no-^ 
t tioo 



«o6 BRITISh SYNONYMY; 

tion how completely he is defpifed by per* 
fona, whofe approbation greater men dia;a 
Timon ate contented tp court at the ex* 
pence of things effential to their true hap- 
Jpinefs^ 



SMARTS, POWERS, MENTAL QUALlTfES, AC^ 

COMPLISHMENTS, TALENTS, GENIUS^ 

FACULTIES OF MIND^ 



DOCTOp. Johnson always faid there 
'Was a fex in wor^s j if fo/ the firft of thef^ 
has belonged by cuftora immemorial to the 
men, the third of them to the l^ics. By a 
man of parts however, or a wonian of 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, is not meant one 
whofe powerful and overruling genius 
impels him to the exercife qf any particular 
art or fcience, Herfchel or Siddons. No; 

■ 

Tucha defcriptiou fuits the late carl of Hunt* 

Ingdon, 
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ingdon, or celebrated duchefs of Queen& 
J^erry ; and whilft I would give Burke and 
Johnfon as examples of great and general 
POWERS, I would inftance Elizabeth as a per-^ 
fon poflefled of peculiar talents for go- 
y.ernipent in her day, as the late Lord Chat- 
ham in his ; and fay, that John duke of 
Marlborough had prodigious talents for 
var, while Frederick the Third of Pruffia felt 
the military genius. Truth is, whoever 
lives in the happy pofTeffion of great men^ 
TAL qualities may, by turning every 
FACULTY OF HIS MIND to One fet purpofe, 
form by degrees that which we call a ta- 
lent for fome particular fclence, art, or 
ftudy ; and I doubt not but Mr. Pope might 
have been as good an aftronomer or chy- 
mift as ever hp wa§ a poet ; fo might Me»- 
taftafio probably, had they concentrated their 
powers, and faftencd them on that branch 
pf knowledge inftead ef the bough^they 
j;)iofc ; 3vhile Shakefpeare, Ariofto, Handel, 

fergufon^ 
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Fergufon, muft have been what they were^ 
aad that of neceility : their genius was too 
powerful for them to ftop or turiu 



.i^% 



sac 



FARTY, DIVISION IN THE STATE, FACTION, 



THESE cannot be fuppofed naturally 

Mid ncceiTarily fynonymous, whilft each 
FARTY in its turn calls the oppofite one a 
FACTION, with intent to difgrace it in the 
eye of fuch a^ lament thofe divisions in 
A STATE which force them into the lifts on 
cither fide* When England was rent with 
commotions in the latter end of ktng Charles 
^c Firft^s reign, the firft appellative of fcorri 
was thrown by thofe who flocked round the 
iroyal ftandard at their republican opponents^ 
whom the cavaliers now firft called round'^ 
Jyeadsy from their manner of wearing the 
liair cut ihort, or at moft curled in one row 

aboi^t 
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about the neck beliind ; and 'tis obfervaUe^ 

the rigid Proteftants of Germany ftili hopd 

feme merit may be claimed by being fopa 

out of powder with fleek rourtd beadsy and 

for the mod part a bright brafs comb ftuck 

behind ; while gentlemen in Itdy and Spaia 

are yet going by the name of cavali^ri fince 

the holy war, to which they went on horfe* 

back, while plebeians walked on foot But 

a new diftindion foon broke out in Britain^ 

where the laft-mentioned called themfelvcs 

petitioners, and the loyalifts, abhorrcrs, from 

their repeated expreffions of the ahborrcnce 

they felt againft men who difturbed their 

fovereign*s and the public^s tranquillity. Into 

the abufive names of whig and tory however 

an others foon dropped, and by thefe names 

the ariftocrates and democrates of our coun-* 

try have till now been known* Of thefc 

Rapin fays, " The moderate tones are the, 

true Engliflimen — have frequently faved 

the ftate, and will fave it again (prophetic 

may 



^ 
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may his words prove !) whenever It fliall be 
in danger either of defpotifm from the t£i 
forts of the very violent tdries, or of repub-*' 
licanifm from the very violent whigs ; for^'* 
continues fie, ** the itioderate ftate-whigd . 
wilh little mere than to maintain with unre-^ 
mitted attention the privileges of parlia-^ 
ment^ and only kan in fevery difpute to the 
popular fide J while the tories watch 'rtrich . 
equal care over the^ royal prerogative, re- 

■ 

gardful of its rights and jealous of its in-^ 
fringements. Epifcopalians and puritans in 
like manner foftened down their diftindlions^ 
and Were beft known in the fuceeeding 
reigns by name of high aind low ehureh-^ 
men ; the firft being moft ftrenuous t6 fap* 

port the hierarchy ; fhe fecbnd, vigjilant to , 
prevent any ftretch of ecdefi'aftical power/* 
Till thefe unhappy times, however, anarcbifts 
profefledly fo called were never heard of 
in any church or ftate. Lord Bolingbroke^ 
who will not be fufpe£t:ed eafily I imagioiaf 

of 
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of an hypocritical regard for our holy reli- 
gion, fays in this manner : " Some men 
there are, the pefts of fociety I think them,, 
who take 6very opportunity of declaiming 
againft that church eflablifhment wliich is 
received in Britain ; and juft fo the other 
men of whom I have been fpeaking, afFe£t 
a kindnefs for liberty in general, but diflike 
fo much the fyftem of liberty eftablifhed 
here, that they are^nceffant in their endea- 
vours to pu2zlc the plaineft thing in the 
world, and to refine and diftinguifh away 

the life apd flrength of our conftitution in 
£sivour of the little prefent momentary turns 
which they are retained toferve. And what 
would be the confequence I would know, 
if their endeavours fhould fucceed? I am 
perfuaded," continues he, " that the great 
politicians, divines, philofophers, and law- 
yers, who exert them, have not yet prepared 
and agreed upon the plans of a new reli^ 
giony and of new conjiitutions in church and 
4 Jiate. 
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^afe. We fliould find ourfclves therefore 
without any form of religioh, or any cWUi 
government. The firft fct of thefe miffion- 
aiies would haften to remove all reilraints 
of religion from the governed, and the latter 
fet would remove or render ineffeftual all 
the limitations and controuls which liberty 
has pfefcribed to thofe that govern, and thur 
disjoint the whole frame of our conftitution. 
Entire diffolution of manners, confufion, 
anarchy, or at beft abfolute monarchy, muft 
follow ; for it is probable that in a ftate like 
this, amidft fuch a rout of lawlefs favages, 
men would choofe that government, rather 
than no government at all." Thus far the ele- 
gant and fpirited diflfertation upon partie's 

_ • 

bears t^ftimony to a neceflity fojr religious 
and civil fubordination, in thefe days openly 
denied and conibated, to the terror of every 
feft, the aftonifhmeiit of every party. Againft 
theprefent paction, then, let all modifica- 
tlons of chtiftiantty and civili2atk>a haflen 

to 
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to Uttite ; when even this kfl quoted infidd 
wotdd, were he now alive, lend hi$ affiftance 
to crufh thefe profefTors of atheifm and vio^ 
lence^ thefe traitors to human kind, who 
imder a fhow of regard rob them^ of their 
deareft rights, and render the royal, the pa-- 
rental^ the marital authority — for each is con- 
ne&ed with the vOther — a jeft for fdols, a 
(hadow of a ihade. 



PHILANTHROPY, CHARITY, BENEnCEJNCE, 
GENEROSITY, BENEVOLENCE, KINDNESS, 

FRIENDSHIP, 



ARE not I believe exadlly fynonymbus. 
For ever fepar ate ^ yet for ever near^ will a 
well-inftru£t6d foreigner find them after 
long refidence in this nation, fo juftly cele^ 
brated for its generosity, yet knowing 
little of the joys of. friendship — a word 

VOL* II. I pow 
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now proftituted to political purpofes ; while 
thofe perfbns are by fome new perverfion 
of language ftyled friends of the people, 
who feek with more than ufual diligence to 
ruin and miflead them-^ luring them, for- 
ward to deftroy that nobility they may now 
reafonably hope, by deferving, to obtain ; 
and pull down thofe limits, of civilized life, 
which like the bars in mufic make .all the 
harmony of compolition. The comfort is, 
our highly-enlightened populace fee and 
condemn their falfehood ; nor will be duped 
by fuch apparent fliews of benevolence 
in their deluders, whilft all their tables af- 
ford talk of perpetual cenfure, eternal deri- 
iion, accompanied with flrong defire of de- 
rogating from each exalted charader, and 
giving hints for defamation even of thofe 
individuals — the very cenfurers would fcarcc 
be unwilling to aflift, were they fufFering 
pecuniary dillrefs. 

But although our age and country ftand 
J fore- 
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fcremdft in the ranks* qfBBNEFicBNciE,. of: 
i/irbich oul- hofpitals, prifons, and fubfcrip-a 
tions for almfgiving^ afford undeniable and . 
exemplary proofs ; the prefent times are 
a^ certainly unfavourable to friendship, 
which like the tuberofe diffufes its fweet$ 
moft powerfully in a room ; and, breathing 
freeft in a clofer air, delights to perfume do- 
meftic apartments, deftined for the comforts 
of focial life ; while the more liberal honey* 
fuckle fcatters its fragrance indifcrimiriately 
on pafTers by, like modern philanthro- 
pists, who fo extend their undifcerning 
KINDNESS to every colour, every charader, 
every defcription of men, they fecm to love 
the human race, not only with their faults, 
but| as ladies fometimes are loved — CYcnJht 
their faults. Meantime that high-principled, 
that Chriftiatt virtue charity, that pure 
love of God and obedience to his will, that 
defire of pleafing bim which emanates in 
tender care of his creatures, that gentle fpi* 

1 a rit' 
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rib^ain^fig not iclielf^ thinking no evil, en^ 

during all things, and (eeking. not h^r own^ 

fdems to iiave been the growth of a neigb-^ 

bouriiig nation, where th« pofleflbr of fueh 

faint-Kke ekcellence was complimefited bjr 

our conntrymen^ as weH as his own, tvidi 

* 
the titles of ideot, dolt, afs^ &€• We fools 

« 

accounted ' bis life madnefs — but ** Wifdoni 
i/t'ill at kngth be juftified of her children^^ 
for whilft his fiibjetSs clafled him among 
the vileft of his fpeeies, living and dying 
rated him among fuch ; they exalted to the 
rink ofheroes and of de^mi-deities, Mirabeau, 
Vokaire^ &c. only for having exceeded thft» 
cbn^etitc»^ in zeal and ability to diiTeim*- 
nate thq poifoh of infidelity, and its fttbfis 

qtieia*, riay its confequcnt vices -?-* 
vmx4^r^t^^von^parlrici'de. 



» .- - ♦ r • •-•» • f ... 
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HOUS, RELIGIOUS, DEVOUT. 



THOSE "Words are certainly ia their 
common acceptation very ftrongly allied: it 
^es not^ however, firike me that .they are 
adually fynonymous; becaufe the fecond 
in particular conveys ideas of a man wholty 
Secluded from external cares, in order that 
he may attend more clofely to the duties of 
JtKLiGiON ; yet a long refidence in<* coun- 
tries attached to the church of Rome, wiH 
liow and then exhibit a relioieux who is 
neither pious nor devout. I mean not 
the empty common-^place of fneering at re- 

■ ■ 

%,iOXOUS orders, which were originally in« 
ftituted with good though miftaken inten^ 
tions, which have been corrupted doubtlefs 
to a melancholy ftate of deviation from 
what was at iirfl: inftituted in each, ' itnd 
which are ^ow going to be deftroyed witb- 

I 3 . out 
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out any good that I can fee mingled in the 
projedi for deftroying them. A man may 
be however a good and ufeful member of 
many fuch an order, without any exemplary 
PIETY or DEVOTION, if he adhere ftridly 
to the rqles, attend the religious funo* 
tions with decent and unremitted punctu- 
ality at their flated times, and fet a good 
example of regular and fteady behaviour in 
a perfon addided to ftudy and eminent 
for learning ; while myftic and enthufiaflic 
PIETY often blazes up to a greater height 
among Proteftants, who being lefs reftrained 
by ritual obligation than Romanifts are, fol- 
low fanatic zeal, when once in fight of it, 
with a degree of headftrong violence no 

# 

church eftabliihment encourages, or^ would 
willingly permit. Witnefs the frantic warmth 
of fancy allowed in each other by th^ foU 
lowers of Emanuel Swedenborg, whofe 
0mpty heads imagine their founder worthy 
of bipioj^ not called among the angels only, 

but 



\ 
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but of being found capable of being ufeful 
to them as an tnJlruElor\ while nothing can 
run further from pious awe, that fe^rs ftill 
to offend, than fuch vain and arrogant pre- 
tenfions. 

The truly devout man difclaims them : 
tumble in his heart, and firm in his con- 
dud:, he fights or trades, or braves the ele- 
ments by fea, or adminifters juflice at home, 
or fearches deep the flores of hidden know- 
ledge, or fweetens that knowledge by poetic 
numbers, according as his mode of life re- 
quires — ufing his talent to the glory of God, 
and DEVOTING all his powers to bh fervice 
—He neither fhuns the world nor feeks it, 
biit as a means of his falvation ; by ufing, 
not abufing Chriftian liberty -He imjgofes 
on hinifelf no new duties of a religious 
Xi^^profejftd — He neither fhrinks into a mere 
reclufe, nor flames .up into a ijiyftical and 
madly pious intruder of his notions op 
mankind ; but, charitable to ' all, defires to 

I 4 \ aflifl, 
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aflifl, and not condemn, his fellow-Iabourerft 
in the trae Chriftian caufe. 

Were I to place the name of Hutton un- 
der this picture, he would be offended j but 
1 may tell my readers how one of his female 
miflionaries for North America replied to 
Boftor Johnfon, who afking if fhc was not 
fearful of her health in thofe cold countries, 
received for anfwer, Why, Sir, I am de- 
VOTED to the fervice of my Saviour; and 
whether that may be beft and moft ufeftilly 
carried on here, or on the coaft of Labra- 
dor, *tis Mr. Hutton s bufinefs to fettle — I 
will do my part either in a brick-houfe or a 
fnow-houfe, with equal alacrity — for you ' 
know V£r the fame thing with regard to my 
cwnfoul. 

This was a devout woman, of which 
fort I know not how many will be found j 
but the prspcurfor of our Lord preached no 
other dodrine than this. — He did not bid 
the foldiers quit their profeflions, or tell 
3 them 
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them that their ornaments were dipt in hload: 
he Quly commanded them to do no vio- 
lence, but reft contented with their wagecf, 
I remember. He did not, as it appear^, 
C0nfider even the publicans' calling as n6« 
ceffarily d^flru£kive of ibeir lalvation who 
purfued it, but enjoined them ^^ to exad 
no more than was appointed." He tteafr- 
cd not any honourable dedgnations of lif^ 
as profane, but taught repentance of our 
fins, not of our fituations in this World-^ 
where ^U Paul likewife, who was the fol^ 
lower, as St. John the harbiager of Jefus, 
fays briefly, Whatfoever you do, do it to 
the glory of God— and that furely is true 

DEVOTION. 



t 






POET, WRITER^ AUTHOR, 



ARE la dieir own fenfe of the word* 
certainly not fynonymous— -the firtEt lias 

ever 
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ever exalted his art above the reft ; and fo 
certainly does every man of learning openly 
vor tacitly aflent to the pbET*s fuperiority, 
leaving all other writers 'who cannot 
make verfes, apparently fo diKTatisfied with 
themfelves, that even our immortal Bentley 
thought it neceflary to try : and Dodfley has 
preferved a few faint ftanzas, in which wc 

may perceive that firft-rate name ftrug- 
gling for unmerited praife in a cold imita- 
tion of Evelyn, rather than not leave him- 
felf recorded as a competitor for poetic lau- 
rels. Johnfon, half in jeft half in eameft, 
when his Imlac feels the enthufiaftic fit, 
and goes on for fome pages aggrandiz- 
ing his own profeffion, makes the Prince 
of Abyflinia flop him at length with thefe 
words — Enough ! thou haft convince^ me 
that no human being can ever be a poet» 
And I well remember one day at Sir Jofliua 
Reynolds's' houfe, fome gentlemen coming 
in with a foreigner, to fhew him the pic- 
tures, 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. mis 

tures, and pointing out Johnfon^s, when lie 
< afked whofe was that 9 — ^Johnfon the phik>- 
.fophcr, fays one in company-r-Johnfon the 
great jvkitbRj cries another interrupting 
him — Our famous author, fir, faid the 
mafter of the houfe. ^ N^ejl-ce pas Ih le po^ 
ETJ&f enquired our yilita:nt. When the 
Dodor came in half an hour after, I aiked 
him which he loved beft of his panegy- 
•rifts.— I love none of the rogues, replied he 
— merrily — and am only forry it was nCt 
^Reynolds who called me the poet. That 
dog of a Frenchinan took it for Ben^s por- 
trait, Vm afraid. Thfefe fuperior mortal* 
how then fliall we venture to clafs ? for fome 
might with : juftice feel offended, even in 
-the fhades, wete they placed as mete equab 
with the reft j-^-^for thotigh all figh' for the 
facred name of poet, all mufl not fit oq 
the fame bench I think with Homer, Shake- 
fpeare, Milton, and Ariofto : and if other 
gre^t Greek names, with Virgil, Horace^ 

Taflb, 
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74^> Tereiuie^ Camoenat cum rnultis mlih^ 
4tr0 oo^Ceoteid wich the fecoad row^ perhaps 
ifae shindy ftill increafing like RhopaUc liqes, 
llieuld be fi\kA up by ComeiUe, Prydeo^ 
P<TP, Racine, Bo^leau, Thomfon, Rowe» 
Ypufigi Swift, and a IcHig bonovirable tt 
t0tet9^ I know nc4 whether the EngUib 
^yirt many of what I call fi^oad rate foi^rs 
to boftft :— ours, wilefs Spenfer may claim 
thit poft, are all either firft or third, as I ro- 
'Slumber ; which is the more remarkable, 
becaufq . Great Britaii;t exhibits above all 
countries the. comforts of mediocrity in moft 
matters*^-cUmate, diipenf^tion of riches, 
talents — ^very thiDg but poefy ; and there 
X recolleiSi: fto ois^e t9 31 ^ breach 'twix;t 
£hakeijpeare ^uid Dryden^^-unlefs Edmund 
Sfc^&r be allowed th^t ^nour* 



PREDIC- 
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PREDICTION AKD PROPHECY 



. ARE fcarcely fynonymow ; wEilethe fi|ffti 
kerns beft appropriated tx> the word of ^lerc 
man uiunTpired, the fecond to the vrord of 
Qpd— pronounced either by himfelf or 
fpme commiflioned mortal. Such are the 
PROPHECIES contained in the Smptur^ 
many of which are already {o vUibly, £o 
luicontrovdtibly fulfilled, that incredulity's 
fdf flurinks from, their evidence. Among 
thefe are the dellru^ion of Carthage de-^ 
Bounced in the djrys of Romulus by Ifaiah } 
the calling of King Cyrus by his name, fb 
Ipng before hi^ birth ; and the final defeat of 
Darius foretdd to be efieded by Alexan* 
der the Great, who was himfelf teiHlzi<;my 
df its truth, when advancing m rage againfl 
JctufaleEti, the high prieft Jaddus met hiilir 
at fhe gate, and the world's coQqqeror fell 
at his feet to worlhip the Eternal Father, 

whofe 
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whoie myfterious name bound on his (cf* 

vant*s forehead was tne only armour oppofed 

to Macedonia's monarch which could blunt 

&i$ violence; ^.The prieft then led him w 

the holy place, and ihewed hiiii th^re the 

book of Daniel's tJtopHECY, written thtw^ 

hundred years . befef e fhofe great et^nts^ in* 

which his confli£fc and vidlory over Perfia 

were fet forth. Meantime the foe of man-^ 

kind, mindful of the power v/hich the fore*' 

fiiowing of futurity muft give to the truere-f 

fi^on, imitated on his part fay falfe oracles 

thofe denunciations of infpired writers, andi? 

^vailing himfelf of people s natural propenK 

fity to liften after ambiguous phrafes, de-: 

ceived his votaries* by vain >REDiCTioNSt; 

and that in Croefua*s.cafe fo very notbrioufly, 

that .CEnomaus the philofopher confiders- 

Uiem^ ia a paj3age preferved by Eufebius, aii 

ipere cheats ; whilft ;he imputes the dfieep-^ 

tion to Jupiter, and never feema to fuf- 

pe^i . as BayJe^aijd . other modern fceptics 

- . fV do, 
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do, that all the deceit was a trick of the 
priefts to gain money and credit from the 
vulgar. That thefe oracles^ whatever they 
were, ceafed at our Saviour's coming, can 
fcarcely be denied ; — and Pere Balthus, Li-* 
brarian to the Jefuits College at Rheims, 
a learned man, who died no longer ago 
than the year i743) ^^ys in his Reponfe a 
THiftoire des Oracles, ecrite par Monfieur dc 
Fontenelle, that they were real oracles ; which 
Bouchet's Letters from India confirm, add- 
ing, that the fame things . flill faintly fubfift 
• ■ ^ . -■ ' ■ 

in the Eaft — among Pagan nations — but 
fade away in proportion as the Gofpel is 
propagated; an aflertion Krantz corrobo-? 
rates in his authentic and entertaining . ac- 
count of the Greenland Angekoks. Certain 
^t is, that where there is leaft true faith, 
moft credence is beftowed on vain predic- 
tions : and this obfervation is fo fure, that 
Homer makes his Cyclop, whom he de^- 
fcribes as eminently atheiflical, the god-. 

left 



/ 

/ 
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hfi ^oljrphcnic, find out when Ufjrfles cli 
.eiqped him — 

The? mighty ^eet that on thcfc hills grew old ; 
ildll-d the dark fates of mortak to declare^ 
And Icarn'd in all wing'd omens of the air. 

Which Ovid has extended : 

Telemus interea Siculum delatus in %quor» 
Telemus Eurymedes quem nulla fefellerit ales> &c> 

Nor can I fancy the prefent age quite aa 
eminent for its fpirit oC orthodox belief, ?is 
I find it Ikilful and acute to dig out declara- 
tipns of fomething to come from Laccy's 
Warnings, or Fleming^s curious fermon ; 
which, inftead of being confidered. as an at- 
tempt to explain the prophecies of St 
John's Apocalypfe, is now half looked up 
to, as being m its own felf prophetic : a 
miilake which would have grieved, not 
flattered the ingenious author, whofc fkill 
in calculation deferves much refped, and 

whofc 
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Ulrhofe i^REDiCTiON refpe<aing the fate of 
Fi!%uice has been furprifingly Verified, as alt 
Europe xnuft allow* Indeed ^ the pfefeilt 
fttange (bte of things aroutid the prefents 
perpetual temptation to inldgitie fome aj^^ 
prpaching change* Great events Have marlb- 
cd every two thoufand years from the begin* 
ning; arid when we fee each ftep Time treadft 
towards the third grand period, ilamped 
with uncommon preffure, whb can forbear 
recoUeding the idea fbadowed out by the 
^ primitive Fathers, and^ mdntained with 
firm perfuafion by Ladantius, of thofe bufy 

# 

fcenes likely to precede our laft fabbaticat 
days, of which every feventh is perhaps a 
type ? — ^The emancipation of the blacks tOc> 
— great and aftonifliing work as it i« — ^Will 
in all human probability be effected befofe 
the end of this century, and remind Mtn 
perhap$ of the old SjbiVi PKOVHKCt, 
j;vhich faid fo longi ago, that when Afrlc 
recovered, Mundm would expire J a faying 
then underftood at Rome of the world's 
voXm It. K end ; 
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fend;— but when JuftinianVgcneral of that 
name died in Dalmatia, they confidered tht 
PREDICTION as fulfilled. 

But why recur to Sybillinc oracles ? — ^Thfc 
Roman Eagle as exhibited in vifion to £A 
drag, with his triple crown— feeble • and 
plume-plucked *f — the memorable verfes in a 
fucceeding chapter foretelling that there fliall 
be feditloh among men, invading one ano^ 
ther ; that they fhall nor regard their kings 
and princes, but the courfe of their adlions 
Ihall ftand in their own power ; for there 
ihall be a great infurredion upon them that 
fear the Lord ; they fhall be like madmen 
fpariiig none, but ftill fpoiling and deftroying 
them that fear the Lord — Such events com« 
ing to* pafs before our own eyes, accompa- 
nied with what our Saviour has bimfelf 
. foretold, concerning the diftrefs of nations 
with perplexity — men's hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking on thofe things 
which come upba the earth — do certainly 
. fiifiice to aftound fomc minds ; and form a 

frightful 
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Rightful combination of circumftances in a 
country where everjr one, indoSli doSfiqutj 
prcfuraes to expound according to his owa 
fancy, paflages from holy writ : — and 'tis but 
a few months ago that there appeared i^ 
fome public print of the day, the following 
numerical calculation of the fiK hundred and 
(ixty-fix, faid to be the number of the beaft in 
-Rerelations ; for, fays St. John, his number 
is the number of a Man^ and by that count 
here it is afcribed to Lewis the Fourteenth 
of France, who laft afpired to univerfal mo- 
natchy. — Vide St. Johr^s Apocalypfe^ chap. 
-xvL vcr. 18. 
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Now Bifhop Newton, Diodati, and al** 
moft all the leafned proteftant writers, ex* 
plained this paflage by the Word Lateinos—^ 
but it is the number of a tnan^ not of a lan- 
guage or nation. I will fay no more about it, 
however, having thid moment heard a true 
anecdote related, that feems as if it had been 
made on purpofe — ^which it was not — to 
throw a juft ridicule upon me, and upon aU 
fuch unknowing and incompetent pokers 
into froph£cy. An ordinary man in Sur- 
ry here aiked his curate^ if he did not think 
this war would go hard with the French ! 
— Nay, I am fure it will, added the fellow .: 
for I was reading in the Bible but this morn- 
ing, and found fomewhere in Ifaiah thefe 
remarkable words — "Mount Seir fliall be 
brought low." Now, fir, you feethe prophet 
mufl have meant that Mounfeer fhall be 
brought low.— Can ignorauce or folly go 
further ? 



• « 
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PREFACE, PRELUDE, PROEM, PROLOGUE, 

EXORDIUM. 



"-^ 



THESE words, though clpfely allied in 

fynonymy, muft not be ufed with indiffe- 
rence by foreigners, becaufe their propriety 
depends upon their places. We fay the 
PREFACE to a book — the prelude .to a 
piece of mufic — the prologue written for 
a new play — and the exordium to a rhe- 
torical compofition. TuUy calls it difficlllU 
ma pars orattoms ; but, by what I can un- 
derftand, the Latins ufed peroration more, 
and ftudied the art of fpeaking more than 
their mailers the Greeks did ;. who appear 
in every thing to have produced more im- 
mediate effeft with fmall apparent pains 
than any other fet of men : — 'tis fo with 
priginality in every thing, 

K 3 Sal 
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Sal thought, and thought, and mifs'd her aim, 
While Ned ne'er ftudying won the game. Shenstone. 

Thc^e who follow indeed inufl neceflarily 
ftudy, or they will not even fave a point ; 
while the inventor of the gsimc, knowing all 
its combinations, may like Pliilidor play on 
the violin while he conquers the grcatcflrpro- 
feffors at chefs. But we have forgot one of 
the words upon our lift— -proem — ^juft for 
this reafon-^— becaufe it is forgotten in eon- 
verfaition language, whence it is left out as 
too fublime, while FREAMBtE is turned 
out as too vulgar I believe, though all of 
them were at firft of pqual value. If even 
in words therefore this fighed-for equality 
cannot be kept, let us not think of it in' 
any thing elfe. Water lies level naturally^ 
that is in its natural ftate, but cold wrinkleis' '^^ 
and curls it up ; while heat tofles it into \^ 
olent incquialities. Neither is its natural ^att 
ftttled by philofophers any more than the 
natural ftate of focicty j fome authors con- 
3 tending 
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tending (among which, names of no lefs ce-* 
lebrity than Boyle and Boerhaave may be 
found) that water U a folid body of the 
cryftalline kind, put by heat into a preterna- 
tural ftate, like any other mineral, which, by 
aitill greater degree of heat,, is driven mto 
fuiion Ukewife; but muft not ibr that reafbn" 
b^ ranked among real fluids. If water then 
may be denied fluidity by fubtle atguers, it^: 
snayalfo be denied the natural difpoiitioa: 
we have hitherto believed it pofleffed of— 
tor keep its level, and maintain a regularand- 
^W furface ; and if equality can be found*^ 
neither in the natural world nor the. litera- 
tj one (for to prove this laflb pofition we 
need but look over our fynonymes), it will 
with diflficulty be deteded in any thing-^ 
leail of all in the place 'tis now fought for, 
ibciety ; where he who finds it will be /u^- 
perior to us all — and then. 

Like follo^ng life in creatures they diSed, 
We lofe it in die moment we dete£t« 

K4 PRERO- 
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PREROGATIVE ji^no fKVflLLGT^, 



I 

THAT thefe words arc iiot fynonympna|- 
a forcigaer foon learns frpm that hiftory of 
England he is commonly induced to prefer.} 
^ believing it rooft ipi^artial, and feeling 
it moft eafy to comprehend-^I mean tha£r 
written hy Rapin, who. keeps the line verj? 
cxadt between them; whence his readers 
fiiever can be confounded, or miftake, fo a^ - 
to doubt for a moment that to the pecpk 
have been granted valuable privileges, 
which 'tis their intereft and duty to keep 
from violation by continuing to deferve, 
and ftu4ying t6 maintain th«m : while the 
king on his part enjoys certain pkeroga-* 
TIVES — advantages not ajkedfor^ as the ve^. 
yy derivation implies— but inherent in Jiis 
pffice^ which he cannot part with j whicl^ 
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Cbailes the Firft died rather than bafely //v^- 

ttnd to part with ; and which Louis Seize 

when he had loft the power of exerting, 

Joft lus own life^ his family^s honour, his 

country ^s fplendour, and the happinefs of 

his good fubje<3;s and true adherents for 

ever, May the privqta lex^ from whence 

the happy Briton derivf^s both literally and 

(ivilly thofe rights that render him fuperior 

to eveiy other countryman, be long pro^ 

i^ed to hi$ defcendants ; while franchifesy 

ixomunities and pkivilegbs ihall be the 

weil imderftood fyopnymy of qur highly- 

&yQur$d realm; — and fm(;e it was from 

breach of thefe by our ill-adyifed foyereigni 

when he violated the privileges of parlia* 

ment in th^t f^tal year 1640, that our rafh 

forefathers derived their excufc for refift^ 

ance ; aqd (ince even Englifhmen, feduced 

by early fuccefs in what was at firft a re-^ 

fpe£table intention to Qiaintain the rights 

granted them by former kings^ went for- 

v^ard^ 
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ward, till, not contented with fecuring ithcSr 
own juft daiins from {\ituxe infult, they 
^nicfc at th^ menarcFs prerogative, &• 
end a8 his perfbn, and having a necefiary. 
inherence in his perfon, which fell in the- 
ccnteft — may the wonis nor their meaning^ 
be ever more difpiited, but the elements oif 
wr incompanMe government — moft re* 
fbmbling the government of nature itfetf^**^' 
keep their due limits, like thofe of fire and 
va^er ; either of which let loofe upon the 
oth^r, con&mes the whde of the dem^ft* 
ttiry fyftem^ and pro^uctt^^^ til the nicely4ia<^ 
huaeed world, ^ther a deluge' 'or a coi^a* 
gt9(ionl 



c . 



PREVALENT^ 



£?' 




.■^ 
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PREVALENT, PREVAILING. 



ARE both adverbs expreiliTe of predo*- 
minance, not ftrong, but ftrengthcnbg eveef- 
moment. The laft word being a partidplis 
13 in comntton uCe of couife, and i think it 
lies a whole (hade nearer to vulgarity than, 
the other. We fay that one PREVAi-BNi^ 
idea pofleffin^ the mind, is a mark of inci- 
pient matjtiefi ; yft that fome prevailing 
c^inions fhonlj^aj^p rule in a man's head is 
neceflary : h» will ocherwlfe become an un^ 
fteady character, of no credit to his friends, 
and no confequence to himfelfj if from fear 
of prejudices he keeps hi^ miod like a carte 
blaache^ for any fool to write what he pleafes 
on ; or like a ihop-keeper*s dirty flate with a: 
fponge tied to it, ready to wipe out one fet 
of notions at any time, for the more conve- 
nient iofertipa of anpther fet., FriendHiip ts: 
commend- 
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commendable, and partiality towards a friend 
pardonable, if not approaching to praiie^ 

worthy. Yet the permitting almoft any 
tharadter or perfon fo to monopolize one's 
tiboughts as to prevail over every other, 
and prompt one to talk only of him or her, 
ia ridiculous ; and ridiculed even if. the o\>* 
joBt of our admiration be fon or daughter^ 
although more folly is forgiven to parental 
than to any other fondnefs. A man's ho^ 
neft delight in his own calKn§, is eAimable^ 
jay we ; but 'tis comical oarnA to an ex- 
treme, becaufe it fhews .;^fflM|lEVAiLiNG 



taftc too ftrongly. I was oiice well ac^ 
quainted with a worthy merchant, who had 
his own portrait painted and hung up in the 

compring-houfe j 4k was a ftriking likenefs, 

» 

and we commended it as fuch — '^ Ay, ay,'* 
replied the mailer of the houfe, •* you fee 
*tis reprefented writing — a, pen inmyhand^ 
that's like me, fure enough ; for though \ 
9ev^ read your poets much, I took up one 
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once by chance, and found a fine obfervadon, 
«»fidaing it was verfe- 

.Nature's chief mafterpiece is vfnttng well. 

We muft own," continued he, " that th^ It 
exceeding good fenfe." 

Another acceptation of the fecond word 
upon our lift, Ihews it by no means fynony- 
-mous with the firft. It might be afTerted, 
that notwithftanding our war againft France 
was undertaken with pure intentions, an4 
the difEculty of avoiding it almoft infupe^ 
rable, there is poffibility of our not pre- 
VAILING in the conteft, as the many- 
headed monfter feems invulnerable (bmc- 
how. Perhaps becaufe like Achilles fhe has 
been dipt in heir§ hotteft river, her rulers arc 
like him difpofed to devour even literally the 
flefh of kings and princes, and to fay, as he 
does to the mortally wounded JitGtor^ 

r 

Could I myfelf thd bloody banquet join ? 
Ko« To the dogs thy carcafe I rcfign* 

And 
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^nd 'tis no doubt the opinion moft PltBTA^ 
LENT among wife men, that the Frenck 
rulers would make no peace more friendljr, 
no compaft ihore eligible, with any of the 
allied powers at prcfent, than that propofed 
by the ferocious hero of antiquity when ex- 
dited by the fpirit of revenge. Over minds 
fwelled with Vanity, deftitute of principli^ 
and burfting with ambitious rage, even ava- 
rice has no power ; nor could peace be pur- 
chafed by gold, which has an almoft uni- 
verfal fway through the walks of civilized . 
lif^— -where, as our elegant (atirift Gaf 
fays. 

If you at an office follcit your due. 

And would not have matters negleffced. 

You mull quicken the clerk with a perquifite too,. 
To do what hi« duty dircftcd : 

Ck would you the frowns of a lady prevent, 

She too has this palpable fiiiling \ 
Xhc perquifite foftens her into confent— 

'th^t reafon with all is pr£VAIlihc* 

TO 
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TO PREVARICATE, TO CAVIL, TO EVADE 
GIVING ANSWERS, TO SHVFFLE. 



THE firft of thefe is the politeft; the 
fourth is a word almoft too mean even for 
€0 mean a pradice : to cavil is icarce a 
fynonjmt to the other three ; although he 
who PREVARICATES^ by Catching up words 
in a wrong fenfe, does moft undoubtedly ex- 
pofe the meaning to cavil, and that inten- 
tionally* Witnefs tlw condud: of the Ro- 
man foldier, who being taken prifoner by 
Hannibal, and releafed on his parole to re- 
turn^ took occailon to go back as if for fome- 
thing 1^ had left behind, in order to £VAD£ 
the #ath he had willingly taken : but fuch 
SHUFFLING behaviour was foon condemned 
. by his inore honourable countrymen, who 
lent him to receive due punifliment from 

Hannibal 
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Hannibal himfelf* Franknefs of heart atjd 
c^enneis of manners are amiable in tvcrf 
fitnation we can be placed in ; and coquet* 
tifh PREVARICATION is deteftcd in all ranks 
and in both fexes. Yet I could relate a ri- 
diculous inftance of ill effedts arifing — not 
from fincerity, but from Icflbns given to in- 
culcate fincerity, where the learner had not 
capacity to be taught. A grave gentleman 
I once knew had a niece whom he loved ais 
his child, and whofe uncommon beauty 
drew to his houfe a multitude of her ad*' 
mirers. The uncle begged her to make a 
choice, protefted he would never interfere 
i^ith what fo immediately related to her 
happinefs, declaring that ten thoufand 
pounds of his fortune fhould be hers — but 
infifted on her never prevaricating with 
any man, or endeavouring to detain his 
heart while (he evaded giving him her 
hand. In order to ftrength^n his precepts 

by 
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fcy example, he put Richardfon's immortdl 
Works upon her fhelf, bidding her take 
Harriet Byron for her fnodel — And now, 
fays he, no shuffling with friends who 
come hither only on your account ; and I 
ihall call you a good girl, difmifs or accept 
whom you will. The lovers came, and 
went — applauding the beauty and candour 
of his fair Amelia ; and when his country- 
feat had exhibited a magic-lanthorn of their 
comings and goings for a twelvemonth, the 
wife uncle requefted a new tete-a-tete with 
his pretty niece. And what, fays he, can 
be the meaning, my dear, that none of thefe 
gentlemen's addrefTes have pleafed you ? I 
thought young Brillus a very promifmg ge- 
nius, and flattered myfelf you would have 
been of my mind. Eugenio, too, a man of 
birth, breeding, and high connections; hand- 
fome, and of good principles ; why did not 
that match take place ? And poor Adraftus ! 
the worthieft youth in England, who half 
VOL. ii» L broke 
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broke his heart when he took leave of 
houfe — what can be the meaning of your 
rejecting fuch offers ? did not you like the 
men ? Exceedingly well, uncle, replies thfe 
girl ; but they all do go away after they have 
fpoke their minds to me, as they call it— 
majking me a thoufand compliments on my 
fmcerity and franknefs, and never coming 
again — how can I tell for what ? — But Tm 
fure they have no fault to find with me. \ 
do as you bid me, and ioutate Mifs Harriet 
Byron all I can. It vexed me when Adraftut 
went away fo for nothing at all, and you ixf 
it vexed him (fobbing), and I was as kind 
as could be, too ; but whenever I tell any of 
them that I am pre-fCngaged^ they fend fcM: a 
pofti-chaife diredly. 



TQ 
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TO PREVENT, TO HINDER, 



A R E as bad ftumbling- blocks to a fo- 
reigner as pre engaged was to pretty MTTs 
Amelia. The firft of thefe words is fo natu- 
ral to them in its original fenfe, that they 
are perpetually led to ufe it in a way we 
underftand it not; and fay, I prevented 
you of that Jiole in the ground, why did 
you drive your horfe into it ? meaning I 
warned you. — ^We reply. No, fir : if you 
had fpoken in time, it flight have pre^ 
VENTED this overturn, by hindering me 
from going that road. The words, though 
very clofe, are not however pofitively fyno- 
nymous. We fay, The girl in the laft article 
was hindered from eftablifhing herfelf to 
her own hearths content, only by her igno- 
rance of language, and literal imitation of 

L 2 Mifs 
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Mifs Hatriet Byron, who was really /rr-^/r- 
gaged ^ which Amelia was not. — Yet might 
this abfurdity have been eafily prevented, 
at leaft its confequences ; had not the uncle 
been as ignorant of life, as his niece was of 
her book-— foi then he would not by af- 
fected fcrupulcfity have laid fuch an empty 
idiot open to her own, and to every one's 
power of injuring her happinefs and peace. 
Partiality would not have clofed the eyes 
of a perfon who knew the world better, and 
plainer fpeaking would have been a truer 
obligation than nicety, which fuch a crea** 
ture could not expedt, and precepts, which 
Ihe could not comprehend. 



PRIMARY 
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PRIMARY AND PRIMITIVE 



• APPEAR at firft fight nearer allied in fy- 
nonymy than upon clofer inveftigation they 
will be found ; yet is their appropriation ra- 
ther arbitrary than well grounded. We fay 
the PRIMARY planets, when defirous to dif- 
ttnguiih them from their fateliites, which 
are aftronomically termed fecondaries very 

often J and amongft thefe the moon (be- 
c'aufe our own fatellite) is reckoned the 
firft, ' though I believe fome of Jupiter's at- 
cendants are no lefs in fize or dignity. Si- 
mon Marius, a Pruffian, who firft difco- 
vered them, gave them the names of their 
PRIMARIES, calling that which revolves 
neareft the body of Jupiter Mercurius Jovi- 
alis, Jupiter's Mercury ; then Venus Jovi- 
alis, Jupiter's Venus ; Jupiter Jovialis, Ju- 
piter's Jupiter ; and Saturnus Jovialis, Jupi- 

L 3 ter'*i 
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ter's Saturn: but in the year 161O). about 
twelve months after, when Galilseo firft 
ipied them, he called them after his patron's 
family name, and they went fome time by 
the ciourtly appellation of Aftra Medicspa, 
In about thirty years more, however, when 
Antonmaria de Reita, a capuchin fiyar, got 
hi^lfelf laughed at for fancying he had 
found five moons more to the fame prima- 
i^y pUnet, which in honour of Pope Urbali 
the Eighth he denominated Sidera Urbanoc- 
toviana, fuch appropriation of heavenly bo- 
dies to earthly princes became ridiculous — 
the more fo as Reita had in his zeal for re- 

ft 

fearch, and hafte for dedication, miftaken 
five fixed ftars in the water of Aquarius for 
circumjpyiftl fatellites, But the Barberini 
Pontiff, too much a man of fcience to be ig- 
norant of Tycho's catalogue, where thefe 
ftars are marked — a,nd too much a man of 
wit, not to difcern the abfurdity of fending 
, his name down to pofterity on fuch occa- 

fions, 
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fions, defired he might be taken down from 
the coelcftial globe immediately, , and the 
houfe of Medicis followed his example. 
Of afFedHons likewife (in the fcholaflic 
fenfe) we fay primary as oppofed to fe- 
feondary; not primitive. Time and 
place, quantity and quality, are primary 
affeftions : — thofe which derive from them, 
as continuity from time, divifibility from 
quantity, and the like, ^re fecondaries :— 
but when we fpeak of grammatical diftinc- 
tions the other wofd is ufed — as world for 
' example is a primitive, worldly a deriva- 
tive : — and colours are diftinguifhed by the 
terms primitive and compofite. Dr. 
Watts gives his young readers an aid to their 
memory by a fimple ftanza containing the 
names of the primary planets, and a 
word made of thofe initial letters which be- 
gin the feven primitive colours : violet, 
ndigo, blue, green, yellow, orange and 
ted under the form of three fyllables vibgyor^ 

L 4 which 
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which children will never forget ; although 
they nxuft remember too, that green in 
dyeing is a compofite colour, made by dip- 
ping the fluff or filk twice ; firft in blue, 
then in yellow. The verfes on the planets 
are only worth recording becaufe they are 
his J but they are worth remembering be- 
caufe they are placed right, fuperior, and 

inferior, according to their rank in our iblar 
fyftem ; 

Firft Saturn, Jupiter and Mars, 

The Earth then rolls among the ftars, 

And round the Earth the Moon j 
Venus and Mercury come next, 
The Sun is in the centre fixt. 

And makes a glorious noon ! 

The lift word is always ufed, I think, 
Ijpeaking of cuftoms in the primitive church, 
I3[^eaning the ^arliefi ecclefxaftical eftablifh-r 
roent. To fay primary on that occalion 
would miflead, and tempt us to fuppofe 
Ojif higher in dignity than the reft, when 

we 
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we would be underftood to fpeak of antiqui- 
ty, not rank — among chriftian churches 
exprefsly prohibited from difputing the lat- 
ter point, and exprefsly informed too, that 
whichever of them ihould, in defiance of 
that prohibition, ftruggle for and feize the 
maftery over his brethren, Ihould be pu-' 
ni{hed by abafement from that exaltation at 
an hour leaft expected : — of which threaten- 
ing prophecy the Romanifts now feel the 
truth and force. In common converfatiou 
too we talk of primitive manners, and 
PRIMITIVE hofpitality, when fpeaking of 
only two centuries back I believe ; for few 
writers or talkers do, I fuppofe, pretend to 
extol the mode of life in England before 
Elizabeth's reign : and hofpitality is a virr 
tue merely dependant on manners, capable 
of exifting only while 'tis wanted : and it 
ftill docs exift in Scotland, Wales and Ire- 
land, where neat inns are yet a rarity ; 
jtnd the traveller is bell accommodated in a 
^ gentle^ 
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gendetnahV houfe* ThaC yhtuc U in » 
$ate. of melancholy decay I readily allow 9^ 
but that ^ti& more decayed in England tbM^ 
elfewhere,. I humbly do yet deny, and fin-« 
carely difbclieve. That our moralsr are much- 
worfe than thofe of our anceftors I doubt : 
\sff^-now know all the harm that'a done, and 
we tell even of more, than we know : — ^but 
the old cattle's felf, the well^ the dungeon^ 
and the drawbridgis, are ftanding proofs of 
tjie depravity of thofe old ariftocratic times — ' 
proofa of apprehended outrage and purpofed 
ijevenge : fuch are the yet vifible marks of 
feudal morality in Bohemia, Tranfilvania), 
Poland j and Hungary; where life is now 
cairying on much after the faihion it wore 
here in Great Britain about 1570, when 
communication between our own provincei^ 
was fcarce attainable; and if the feeds of 
true religion were not early fown in men of 
noble families and high fortune, no check 
from extenjial caufes could be found, to jre- 

ftrain 
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ibain hard^mDuthed paflioa and licentu^us 
i^antonnefs in tbcm ; while ignorance kept 
their vafl*^!^ half uiiconfcious of the indigo 
nities they fubmitted to, and the wife of a 
peafant Nvas fecured from the defires of hia 
patron only by her deformity or his for- 
bearance. Yet although I praife not the 
virtue of primitive times in England, I 
oppofe not the conduct of our prefent day 
as exemplary : — far from it : — in morals as 
in phyficks, extremes are not unjuftly ob- 
ferved to meet — and ice on the firft touch 
feels like fire to the^tp^ Truth, wifdom, 
excellence of every Idnd^ refide in a middle 
ftate ; while babyhood and fenility are alike 
incapable of exerting or even comprehend- 
ing them. Not only thefe iflands, but the 
whole world feems verging faft to its de^ 
cline. Our noon — that happy moment when 
no fliadow can be feen, was fliort indeed : — 
B^rbariftn clouded the morning's ray, and 
fteamy vapQurs from many a corrupt and 

ftagnant 



/ 
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^ftagnant pool infe£t bur evening air. May 
Heaven difperfe them fooh, or haften the 
hour when contention with fuch peftilential 
evils fhall be no more — hnt righteoufnefs 
Ihall dwell upon the earth ! 



'I I ■■ ; > 



PRIMATE, ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLITAN, 



ARE nearly, if not entirely fynonymous 
in common converiatipn, and I am not 
enough read in ChutcK Hiftory to know 
which was the earlieft woird-ufed to exprefs 
that dignity j although one would think it 
was neceffarily arch-bishop, ^i£ we find 
St. Athanafius and St Gregory Nazianzen 
beftowing the title reciprocally on each 
other, as I have been affured they do — ^for 
that mull have been fome time about the 

year 350 ; — whereas Ifidore Hifpalenfis is 
faid to be the firft who names them among 

the 
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the Latins, and he wrote his treatife on ec- 
clefiaftical offices towards 630, after the 
chronicle was .finifhed which is faid to give 
the beft account we have of the condu<9; 
obferved by the Goths and Vandals : — and. 
*tis recorded of this famous Spaniard, that 
he faid an idle monk was doubly a fmner ; 
in forbearing to labour himfelf after the 
apoftles' example, and fecondly in fetting 
himfelf an example likely to be too much- 
followed,. Meantime bifhops had been the, 
infpeElors or overfecrs of the chriftian efta- 
blifliment ever fmce we read Saint Paul's 
cxprefs directions concerning that ecclcfiaC 

tical office : they had one at Rome, in the 
perfon of Linus a Tufcan, who command- 
ed that no woman fhould enter the church 
uncovered, who wrote the a£ls of Saint 
Peter, and oppofition of Simon Magus ;- 

ft 

and who is fuppofed by Eufebius (if I am. 
right) to be the identical man mentioned in 
the laft chapter of the fecond epiftle to 

Timothy j 
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Timothy ; whilft at Laodidca, whence Sairtt 
Paul datis that epiftle, there was perhaps 
already a fort of hicrjtrchy eftabliflied. The 
term metropolitan feems to have come 
m much later, immediately after the grand 

council of Nice : and the bifhop of Aries, 
who contefted that honour with fome one, 
being referred to a council at Turin, was 
told, that whichever of them could prove his 
city to be the capital of the province, fhould 
be called METROPOLiTAir. After this, and 
out of this, came the word met roc OMi A, 
or principal borough, having other bo- 
roughs or villages ^nder its jurifdidion — as 
I underftood Dodlor Johnfon, who was zea- 
lous in his wifhes to fix that diftinfiion 
» 

upon Southwark, but nfever could poffefs 
hirafelf of fads : he faid, however, the ftiU 
remaining title of rural dean in our lan- 
guage, was a remnant of this old Chorepif-* 
copus. Primate is a word now chiefly in 
iife when we fpedk of Ireland ; but at the 

time 
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time England was divided into ecclefla(tical 
T provinces, in the year 1152, die arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, as chief metropo- 
LiTAK, claimed to be called primate of 
all England, while York retained his pre- 
tenfion to be denominated primate of 
England, as before* He ftill takes prece- 
dence next to the dukes of the blood royal, 
and goes before all the oflSccrs of ftate ex- 
cept the lord chancellor, poflefling befide 
empty honours, the power ©f a palatine 
in one county, and jurifdidion in crimi-» 
nal proceedings: while the' archbishop 
of Canterbury holds, by the laws and con- 
ilitution of England, powers fo extenfive, 
that fince the days of Laud fcarce any one 
has been ever raifed to the dignity, till he 
"was well known for a charaSer of perfo- 
>nal mildnefs, and of principles which in- 
cline him to moderation in the exercife of 
thofe prerogatives, the voluntary reftridion 

of which contributes not a little to our 

3 l^appy 
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happy tranquillity, and takes from all ratiO;- 
nal minds the fmallefl inclination to leflen 
or curtail them. 



•JT* V 



PRINCIPAL, CHIEF,. MOST CONSIDERABLE 

OR ESSENTIAL. 



THE two firfl of thefe are fynonymes, 
if our fentence runs thus : — The princi- 
pal caufe of our wars againft France, for- 
merly, was a defire of increafmg our com- 
merce and dominion j but now the chief 
reafon for hoftility is the neceffity of fecur- 
ing our own, and preferving the tranquillity 
of Europe. We fay, that the moft essen«- 
TIAL method of keeping peace at home In 
faftious times, is to be, careful who has th(f 
charge of chief magiftrate, mayor, &c. in 
the principal towns j becaufe his office^ 

being 
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Wing mod CONSIDERABLE) may be fup 
pofed to have moft influenee. 

The firft word, however, eafily turns into 
a fubftantive; the fecoiid ftill more fo, mean- 
ing in every acceptation one primarily or 
Drigiilaliy engaged^ not an auxiliary. A 
jprefideht or governor is likewife fo called ; 
and the mafter of a college or hall is ftyled 
PRINCIPAL in Scotland, where Dr. Robert- 
fon long wore that appellation, which fuited 
his fuperiority of genius and knowledge fo 
well } though furely difficult enough to ob- 
tain where men of talents are the things 
leaft rarely met with : a fa£t foreigners ap- 
pear to know, better than our own country- 
men. 

They will perhaps need information, how- 
ever, that a fum of money lent to govern- 
ment, for which intereft is duly paid, fliould 
be cdled the principal. An Englifhmaa 
learns nothing earlier^ or more willingly, 

VOL. II. M than 
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than what immediately belongs to calcnla- 
tlon, arithmetic, or commerce 



ZJ!SiV^TZ^ ^ r^VT II ■ n ~ m ' m* 



PRINCIPLE, ELEMENT, RUDIMENT, PRIMOR. 

DI^IL SUBSTANCE. 



OF thefe words in common converfation 
we make little ufe, but 'tis becaufe converfa- 
tion feldom difcufles the truths of natural 
philofophy, or traces the maze of metaphyfi- 
cal difquifitiom, elfe we fhould find occafion 
for them alh A foreigner yet in his rudi- 
ments of our language, will find little 
temptation to inveftigate the primordial 
SUBSTANCE"'! believe, or fettle the point 
whether principle or element flood firft 
in the fcale of creation. They arc not fyna- 
nymous, however. We juflly call the foul 
(Mir thinking puifNGiPLE ; none of the other 

words 
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Words Would do in this place : fire, water, 
earth, and air, are elements, while fait, 
fulphur, and fjpirit are denominated in chy- 
tniftry the three aSive principles. In 
logic, we agree that there is no difputing 
with a man who denies principles ; and 
Dodtor Watts, Who knew mod perhaps of 
fuch fciences, and taught them beft, wiflies 
always to avoid difpute j though arguments 
intermingled among fads, make, as he fome- 
where fays, that ufeful converfation which 
improves the mind and reunifies thfe judg- 
ment. In morals, the fir ft word flill takes a 
wider field, as caufe of adion, fpring of 
thought, and fource of good and evil. A 
man's condudt may be wrong, fay we in 
common chat j but if his principles, mean- 
ing his original germ of charader, be good, 
Me will return to virtue : if on the cohb'ary 
Mg Principles are corrupt, the very good 
lie does will blijght and wither, like fruit 
xipon a rotten tree. This acceptktibti of this 

M 2 term 
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term, however, deferves an article apart^ at 
for example — , 



PRINCIPLE, TENET, MOTIVE. 



OF two words here, Mr. Pope fays lat£* 
rically in his ethic epiftles. 

Manners change with cltmes^ 
Tenets with books, andpRiKciPLSs with tunes*' 

Tliis, notwithftanding that he means to 
urge it as a reproach to human nature, ia^ 
in fome refpeds virtuous, and in fome cafes^ 
neceffary.. 

EXAMPLE. 

He who fhould be induced, by a defTre of 
appearing confiftcnt in his manners, to drink 
as much unqualified fpirits during his refi- 
dence in Malta, as he once found it conve- 
nient 
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ni^it to 4o when upon a difcovering party 
to Hudfon's Bay, would fpecdily, by an in- 
flammatory fever, or remotely by a difeafed 
iiver, find caufe to repent that manners had 
not changed with climes, I believe. And fure- 
Jy, if books had no more power over opinions, 
than Dodor Johnfon believed eloquence to 
poITefs over a vote in our houfe of commons; 
jf no writings had force to diflodg^ tenets 
obftinately held ; 'twere vain to try the arts 
either of convidion or perfoafion, whilft 
rhetoric would be rendered ufelefs, and logiq 
ridiculous. Principle itfeli^ which ought 
to be the only motive of every adion, and 
is fo in a well-regulated mind, which moves 
pierely by the rule mentioned in a . late 
article, of dping every thing to the glory of 
God, and benefit of one's own £bul — even 
JPRIKCIPLE itfelf miuft a little yield to the 
times. And few will doubt but that Tillotfoa 
;and Ruflell, were they now living, would be 
hlj^h churchmea and tories; for, though 

' M 3 firni 
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^rm in a jufl; perfuafion that unlimited 
pawer in either church or ilate is dangerouft 
to man's free will, and a curb upon the ex-' 
ertions of genius — they \^ould in time$ like 
thefe^ when democratic rage produces the 
fame evils^ combined with a thoufand mpr^ 
be willing, and even hafty fo throw the 
weight of their influence into the oppo* 
fite fcale-^preferving, fo far as in them lay, 
authority from being trampled on, nobility 
from being defpifedj all ranks of fubordina- 
tion broken, and even the juft rewards 
of induftry plundered from honeft traders, 
who had gained them. Such contempt of 
order, fuch breach of honour, fuch viola- 
tions of decorum, call for a phalanx of op- 
pofition to the torrent, and turn even wbig-^ 
gifm to loyalty. 

With regard to the fynonymy of the 
words, that is not ftridt, or even viery clofe. 
We fay that Qeon's principles are ex- 
eellent, although fome tenets he thinks 

proper 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 167 

proper to hold are not quite defenfible ; yet 
as we are well aflured his motives fot 
writing on that fide the queftion are free 
from vice or intereft, it would be unfair 
haflily to condemn his book, merely becaufe 
the opinions it contains are not the fame a& 
our own« 



PUBLIC AND GENERAL. 



APPEAR far from fynonymes to a fo- 
reigner, who fhould regard newfpaper ad- 
vertifements, which inform the public 
in GENERAL where goods are to be 
fold. 'Tis difficult, however, to make na- 
tives of a country where the prefs is not 
free, comprehend the mifchief thefe ephe- 
meral productions do to our language ; for, 
while diffiifing knowledge in general, 
they corrupt the public tafte, and pro- 

M 4 mote 
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mote a love for trafli in cpnverfation tha| 
leflens the market for real fruits of literatuii^ 
La Bruyere, in his Moeurs du Siecle, makes 
the like complaint difadatfes and platituda^ 
as the French emphatically call them, getting 
inte his tongue, and taking up attention: 
from thofe who fhould know bettcn Tht 
word PUBLIC is almoft always ufed in oppch 
fttion to private ; the antithefis with gene- 
ral would not be ftrqng enough, hftngk 
bad book, fay we, does little harm,' whea 
loft in the GENERAL mafs of literature j yel 
The Fable of the Bees, written to prove thai 
private vices are PUBHC benefits, is of a 
moft pernicious tendency indeed ; for ther? 
is little need of inducemelit to vice or diffi- 
pation, and the idea that fuch are beneficial 
to the ftate, affords flielter to wickednefs un- 
der the mafk of patriotifm. 

The beft way of anfwering Mandeville is. 
to fhew that he has artfully omitted drawr 
ing tl^e line between competence and lux- 
ury} 
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Mxfi for, if by dint of fophiftry he can 
ODce perfuade men that bread and fmall 
beer fhould b^ confldered as indulgencies 
Qpbecoming a human b^ing, as he makes 
00 fcruple to call them, we muft defpair of 
tdelfing God from the firft, and, fairly bury- 
% ing our talent in the earth, incur the cenfure 
jnronounced by our Saviour upon them who 
accufe the All-giver of a hateful churlifhnefs, 
J knew thou waji an aujlere many &c. 

Much of Law's Serious Call is written in 
the Mandevillian fpirit, and, though done 
with better intent, is likely enough to produce 
fomewhat of a fimilar effedj but whilft, 
as authors, we muft ever efteem fuch men, 
jind, as people of vigorous and powerful 
minds, we muft for ever refpedl them, let us 
never take for teachers people, who, as our 
blefled Mafter exprefles it, bind heavy bur- 
- thens on the fhoulders of others — and griev- 
ous to be borne — but they themfelves will 
pot move th^m with one of their fingers. 

That 
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That private vices meantime are a caufc of 
PUBLIC ruin, the prefcnt ftatc of a neigh* 
bouring nation proves ; that private virtues 
are a public benefit, our exemption from 
fimilar diftrefs proves likewife. The domet 
tic purity of our own court, miniftry, noblcS," 
and clergy, compared with the grofs fenfu- 
ality, luxury, and oppreffive pride, of thofe 
in fimilar ftations at Paris a dozen years ago, 
formed a happy contraft, acknowledged even 
now by all Europe in general, acknow- 
ledged at this hour of agony, when virtue 
alone can have power ^td fave any quarter 
of the globe from deftrudion. 



TO PUZZLE, PERPLEX, CONFOUND, EMBAR- 
RASS, TO BEWILDER, ENTANGLE, or 

ENSNARE. 



THESE words are ufed fynonymoufly 

every day, though of various derivations, 

3 and, 
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aQ4, if we would be flridl, perhaps fliould 
fee appropriated thus^ or nearly fo : For 9, 
baurd queftion puzzles a man, and a v^ri- 
f^y of choice eerpl5XES him : one is CON- 
FQUNDEJ) by a loud and fudden diflbnance 
of founds or voices in a ftill night j embar- 
rassed by a weight of clothes or valuables, 
if making efcape from fire, thieves, or pur- 
fuit; likely to bewilder ourfelves if we 
Jim into a wood for fafety; entangled 
among the briars if 'tis too dark to pick the 
W?ty^ and poflibly caught by accident in a 
trap laid by the near inhabitants to en- 
snare wolves or other creatures into a pit- 
fall. Meanwhile every one of thefe verbs 
is more elegant in familiar difcourfe than 
the firft of them, whofe original fenfe, or 
root, as the grammarians call it, is very vul- 
gar; the pozing, or POSING a man being of 
exceedingly coarfe people's ufage, and a good 
companion to thofe who complain that they 
jsurc hampered^ gravelled^ or hobbled. The 

truth 
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truth is, that to fpeak genteelly few evcf 
inifs, who have been earljr taught to think 
genteelly; for whilft a gentleman refleds 
how he fhould be embarrassed with the 
care of a iick lady, if his horfe was entan^ 
GLED in a net, and all of them bewilder^ 
ED in fome foreft little known, which fud-» 
denly prefents itfelf to his imagination, and 
PERPLEXES him to think how he fhould 
get difengaged from a fituation fo truly 
CONFOUNDING; the fervant who waitu 
behind, confiders how he fhould be puz«» 
ZLED to get out, if his companions fhould 
in a frolic throw a hamper over him, \ 
fuppofe full of hay upon his head, or tempt 
him into a bog or gravel-pit, leaving him 
to hobble out as he could. 

'Tis vulgar thinking which makes vulgar 
fpeaking, certainly. The French wits of the 
laft age, when elegance was at its acme in 
Faris, taught us to fay that fuch an affair 
was on the carpet, from their expreffion 
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fur le tapis 4 John Bull ufed to find bis bu-» 
finefs qn the anvil. The picque and treflo 
on the cards,' wherever originating, but cer- 
tainly from France firft brought over to Engw 
land, turned into clubs and fpades on their 
arrival here; iK)r had the graceful, the po-f 
lite Mif. Addifon wholly delivered himfelf 

* from national rotighnefs, and ftrange inde^^ 
corum, when he told us 

That the ways of Heav*n are dark and Intricate^ 
l^uzzLED with Aiazcs, and perplexed with crrot* 

In this paflage, indeed, belides the mean-r 
nefs of the firft verb, there is a worfe fault — 
the fenfe is falfe,v ot at beft encUmberfed j for 
granting the obfcuriiy of Heaven's waysy 
and their intricacy too, which no one will 
deny, they are not puzzl£D fure, nor 
yet PERPLEXED ; however we mortals may 
be PUZZLED to difentangle the chain, or 
PERPLEXED by our own errors in handling 
the links. I am perfuaded that the pious 

and 



if^ BRITISH SYNONYMt. 

and philofophical author of GatO Aev^ 

i 

meant to charge error on ProtWfcllice — K 
iicas an overfight in the cotiftrodlion of ihnt 
beautifnl: pafTage, in a foliloqtr^ whichj 
among the nobleft prbdadions of Engliffi 
foefji ranks particulairly high, and is jufthf 
effeemed one of the moft vigorotis? efforts bf 
philofophy ancS fimcy combiiitd^ 



QUACK, mounte:6ank, empiric, 

CHARLATAN, 



ARE aU titles biftowed on the venally 6a5- 
petittierttal phyftcian who oppofes hiimfelf td 
tfee theol-etic ftudeht ; which is impli^ ih the 
detivatioft of the i^ord iMTiRFC, aslani inw 
fiMttied. GhaHlAtpam is dferivcd inime^ 
diatcljr from Firattee^ itenlotely' from^ Itil^, 
vtlitr^ ciarlattino ihfcianrf a praiting', cackling 
crcSatiir^i and- aiifwers to our tterm ^actc ; 

the 
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Ae duck being a noify, boaftful, impotent 
animal, and like enough to the man who 
MOUNTS A BANK if no ftage can be obtained, 
and fets forth his own perfections with loud 
voice, and empty oftentatious manners. 
Calepine fays, the race of thefe pretenders 
in modern days fhewed themfelves firft at 
Cerotana, whence their name ; but ciarla-' 
TAN feeiiis lefs far-fetched and moft natural* 
In Aurelian's time, the famous quack doc* 
tor Manes, author of the Manichean Herefy^ 
which he gathered from the Zoroaftrian doc- 
trines in the Eaft where he was born, was 
fent for to cure the fon of Varanes, King of 
Perfia ; to whom having given ftrong aflur- 
ances of the prince's recovery, his arrival 
was moft welcome. Medicines compofed by 
liim were adminiftered; and the unhappy 
father had the misfortune to fee his fon ex-* 
pire in a fhort time, of their efFedls, having 
Ibcn produced a mortification in the bowels.- 
Varanes however hanged the empiric, 

then 
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then flayed him ; when ftufiing his fkin with 
ehaflP, he recommended folid knowledge for 
the future, inflead of mere practice, and 
founded a college of phyficians ia his ea^ 
pital« 



to QUAKE, to TREMBLE, TO SHUDDEH^ 
TO SHAKE OR SHIVER, AS WITH FEAR 

OR COLD, 



■Ma 



THE explanation here is neceflaryj bc^ 
caufe the two laft verbs are of an active fig-- 
nification, and often ufed as fuch ; to shake 
a flick at you for example, or shiver the 
glafTes all to pieces ; in fuch fenfe they are 
not fynonymous with the three firft^ But 
give me two fhirts this morning, fsdd* King 
Charles, when he went to execution, for I 
perceive the weather is uncommonly cold j 
and if I £Un feen to shiver from the fenfe 

6r 
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of it, thefe rafcals will try to make mankind 
believe, I s h o o k for fear of them . Our firft 
ip^ord upon the lift is always eithef fublime 
or ludicrous^ I think* An earthQUAKE is 
perhaps one of the grandeft among terreftrial 
images: a little Italian greyhound quak- 
ing by an Englifli fire in May for want of 
Warmth, or a traveller trembling and 
Qtf AKINO with fear of fpirits when he fees 
the parfon^s old white horfe grazing near 
the chuf ch^yatrd in a duflcy night, are among 
the meaneft. Cowardice i^ by confent of 
all the world, as it fhould Teem, the ftanding 
jeft which diverts mankind in every part of 
the globe that they inhabit : and even on oc- 
caftoiis where bravery would be madnefs, 
and impiety alone could ftand unimprefied 
With forae degree of terror, as in the ^afe of 
Don John's fervant in the Libertine, when 
the very ftones are moved by his mafter's 
wickednefs, the galleries laugh to fee a fel- 
low SHiV£RiNO with anxious care, for his 

. VOL* lu N pW¥^ 
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own perfon, while they confider him as iit 
at worft a fecondary degree of danger, I fup- 
pofe. And 'tis related, that when one i)f 
the young men at Otaheite, placing his hand 
under the ftream of captain Cook's tea-kettle, 
fcalded his fingers in a terrifying manner, 
his comrades convulfed themfelves with 
laughter and delight at his expreffions of 
fear when he next faw the hot water pour- 
ing ; and although nothing could be better 
grounded than the caufe of fuch agitation^ 
they found the joke irrcfiftible, and were 
never tired of repeating it. 'Tis alfo obferv* 
cd by Erafmus, and confirmed by travellers, 
that the great ape of Borneo is afraid of a 
fnail, ai!id that his comical contorfions when 
fhuddering at the fight of one, fetthe wifer 
Hottentots o' laughing. 



r r 



^ERU-* 
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QUERULOUS, UNEASY, TROUBLESOiME, 
IRRATIONALLY COMPLAINING, 



ON thefe adverbial adjedlives and their 
life, foreigners may have frequent opportu- 
nities to contemplate in our country, which 
is above all others eminent for fretful com- 
plaints, and querulous eloquence* Ever 
quick to fpy, and fad to lament their trou- 
blesome grievances, our people never find 
either their climate, their women, or their 
government good enough for them ; irra- 
tionally COMPLAINING of a lot Caft fo 

as to obtain fuperior felicity, yet delighting 
only in thofe uneasy converfers, who fet 
every thing in the moft unfavourable light — ^ 
thofe authors who affure us of our infallible 
ruin. 'Twas thus Browne^ Eftimate ran 
through fourteen editions — ^for having ac- 
cufed, Heaven knows how falfely, the Eng- 

Na Ufli 
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lifh nation of felfifhnefs, cowardice, and effcr- 
minacy in the year 1 757, giving the palm 
of heroifm, difintereftednefs, and manly vir- 
tue to the French. 'Twas thus the fophif- 
try of Prieftley, the calculations of Price, and 
the infolence of Paine, obtained attention, 
only by that certain charm, that ftrange un- 
accountable pleafure our people take in hear- 
ing that they are undone; while fuch is our 
love for evil fpeaking, that foreigners have 
received penfions from .this country merely 
for having fpoken amifs of it Such too is 
our QUERULOUS temper, that we are very 

apt IRRATIONALLY tO COMPLAIN in thc 

wrong place, and confider as misfortunes, 
things which are not really either good or 
bad in themfelves, but totally neutral, if not 
approaching to praifeworthy, Tliefe dif- 
pofitions to fretful malevolence and empty 
lamentation remind one of a wench, for 
the violation of wliofe perfon and freewill 
Lord ■ — about twenty-live years ago 

was 
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was tried, and not hanged, chiefly becaufe 
the girl's virtue feemed to be as much alarm- 
ed by a magic-lanthorn with which he en- 
deavoured to amufe her in her confinement, 
as it was ofFended bv the lofs of her honour, 
h&c reputation, and her peace ; ** for," faid 
fhe, " I faw we muft all be going to hell di- 
rectly, when they fhewed me the devil and 
the baker fighting on one of the walls of the 
room I was forced to refide in." 'Twas thus 
theftrefs fheoaERULOUSLY laid on trifles, 
loft her a good caufe, and faved the life of 
one who deferved to lofe it. Meantime 
the whole nation behaves juft as perverfely 
every day — nay worfc : and to fuch trou- 
BLESOMEand irrationally- complain- 
ing fpirits we muft reply in the good Fry- 
ar's words who comforts Romeo— 

A pack of bleflings light upon thy bade, 
Happinefs courts thee in her beft array ; 
But, like a mifbehav'd and Allien wench. 
Thou pout'ft upon thy fortune and thy love : 
Take heed, take heed, for fuch die miferabl^* 

N 3 QUIBBLE, 
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QUIBBLE, PUN, CONUNDRUM, PLAY op WORDS. 



T H O S E who delight in this fpccici of 
falfe wit, will allow, that though the reft de* 
pend lipon the pi-ay of words, they at? 
not for that reafon fynonymouS eaph to 
other. The conundrum is loweft of the 
low in this pitiful catalogue, becaufe pre- 
vibufly cptapofed with apparent ftudy, and 
a-pix)pos to nothing fpoken of before, it burfts 
out with its petty call for admiration, afking 
a fudden queftion — Why are my old rpfBes 
when they are darned, for example, like dead 
men ? When all arje at a ftand, tlie ingenious 
inventor replies to his own enquiry. Why, 
becaufe they are men dcd.' This is one of 
the beft. A j:iUiBBLE is better, becaufe lefs 
cxpeded. When Tom D'Urfey was afked 
to divert the company with fomewhat of 
that kind for which he was fo famous: You 

muft 
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muft give me a fubje<9: then, fays Tom. 
His companions, after hefitating a moment, 
iaid, Take the king. — And we all know, 
replies the punfter, that the king is nofub'^ 
jc&. Dodor Johnfon, who aiferts that a 
QUIBBLE was to Shakefpeare the fatal Cleo- 
patra for which he loft the world, and was 
content to lofe it, detefted punning, yet 
always celebrated a reply in which the 
?LAY OF WORDS was certadnly all the 
merit. I never heard it but from him, who 
told me that a lawyer, when defied by th/e 
oppofite counfel to produce a precedent in 
anfwer to that which he. alleged from 
Burn^ fuddenly replied^ I can quote inftan^- 
ly .an opinion to the contrary,, and quote 
it from Kill Burn toOt 

Italians have no diflike to wit which fa- 

tigues the mind fo little ; yet is the S|paaifh de- 

.vice upou their town Nola, one of the moil 

excellent among thefe frivolous fooleries, 

N 4 becaufc 
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becaufe 'tis quibble, pun, conundrum— all 
in one. 

Quicn la ve, No la ve 5 quicn Nola ve, la ve. 

It won't tranflate. Such things are like- 
lieft indeed to amufe a grave nation, for 
there is no humour in them ; and Milton^ 
who had perhaps lefs pleafantry about 
him than any man of eminence upon re^ 
cord, made incomparable puns j witnefshis 
QUIBBLING epitaph upon the univerfity 
carrier, befides fome difgraccful paflages of 
the Paradife Loft. Excellent fpecimens of 
this mock rainbow wit may be found 
among the old ferious ftudents of a college, 
who miftake them for fallies of gaiety, and 
ftrokes ■ of humorous facetioufnefs, I be- 
lieve. — Dodtor Lee, the aged mafter of Ba» 
liol, in his very laft hours, hearing people 
round his bed whifpering one another how 
fuch a friend was married the day before, 

faid 
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laid in a faint voice : He ufed to eat eggs for 
fupper every night, fo I hope he'll find this 
yoak fit as eafy. 

Here was an inflance of promptitude In 
reply, and retention of the human faculties, 
till ninety years old, that I fuppofe can fcarce- 
ly be excelled in the hiftory of human na- 
ture. — He died of weaknefs in four hours 
after. 



QUITE, CLEAN, COMPLETELY, PERFECTLY, 

ROUNDLY, 



ARE ufed for each other every day with- 
out being exadly fynonymous : the fecond 
gets out of falhion very faft though, and 
will foon be qujte difcarded, as not per- 
fectly delicate ; and while the fchool-mif- 
trefs or mafter of little children tutors them 
to eat their meat up clean, the inflxudiors 
cf youth more advanced will exihort them 

not 
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hot to promife roundly, unlefs in a (itua* 
Hoili to fulfil their declared intents com- 
pletely, becaufe nothing is a more pernio 
cious habit than that of raifing hopes never 
meant; to be gratified, or more deftrud:ive 
to the happinefs of private life. ' The pro- 
raffing fquirc, in Tom Jones, is one of 
Fielding's beft charaders in my mind, who 
have feen fo many legacy, place, and play- 
houfe hunters robbed of their time and 
peace, only by the momentary hafte of 
fome oM gouty uncle to purchafc obfequi- 
oufnefs in return for expectation — fome 
theatrical manager who fighed for a fudden 
^kcbange of flattery with at\ author he 
ithoQght on no more ; or fome miniiler who 
Ijdieved an eledion vote bought cheaply 
-by a promifing fmile or fqueeze of the 
-ib^Htl, which H country gentleman unskilled 
^itk fuch contemptible coquetry, tranflates 
Jflto a happy reverfion of wealth and ho- 
'HcnArs^^a&d fo is completely fooled. 

QUITSp 
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QJJ ITS, EVEN, 



ARE nearly fynonyinous, to be fore ; yet 
we oftener fay quits, fpeaking'about pecu- 
niary matters — and even upon other oc- 
caiions. — The lex talionis is the original 
ftandard of juftice in everjr uncultivated 
mind, and retaliation the firft law among 
children, lavages, &c# — If you fliake the 
ladder when I run up to rob the apple-^ 
ioft, I'll fhake it for you when you run up, 
and then we are quits or even ; — butbej- 
fides that I did not fall down, by good luck*, 
and poffibly you may^ this defire of being 
even with one another, puts a cefrtain ftop 
to all morality and power of mending man- 
ners. Such was the condufl: Froiffard re- 
lates of the French, when in the year 1 348, 
or thereabouts, their populace, irritated by 
ill conduct in the nobles, protelled they 

would 
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would not leave one of them alive ; and 
rifing upon one gentleman in particular, 

bound and roafted him on a fpit in the 
kitchen of his own caftle, forcing his 
lady, and daughters to eat his flefh. — The 
nobles however refolved to be quits 
with them ; and when they got the upper 
handy fays Froiffard in his Chronicle, the 
punifiiments they inflidled were in propor- 
tion to thofe fufFerings they had endured — 
ihaty&j ainfiilsjont tons ^ittjss is the ex- 
preflion. 

Had Louis Seize been no better a 
chriftian, he might perhaps have been 
QUITS with his enemies ; and Ihould 
his fucceffor feci more inclined to be 
EVEN with his enraged countrymen, 
when he gets into power, than difpofed 
.to mitigate their fiercenefs and conciliate 
their efleem, I think; he will fay with 
Young's Bufiris — 



Like 
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Like Death a folitary king Fll reign. 

O'er filent fubjefts and a defert plain : 

Ere brook their pride I'll fpread a general doom* 

And every ftep (hall be from tomb to tomb. 



_»'« 



RACE, BREED, FAMILY, LINE ; ANCESTRY. 

DESCENT. 



A SYNONYMY not quite fafe from ex- 
panfion in the hands of a native of Wales, 
where the Englifh always confider it as 
rated beyond its worth : — yet do they ftu- 
dy diligently the prefervation of a horfe's 
BREED, as if they thought fome excellen- 
cies tranliniflible from family confidera- 
tions, and that a long line of ancestry 
is defirable in brute animals, which certain- 
ly rife in value proportionate to their 

RACE. 



When from the mingling duft (hall rife 
A RAGS of dogs as good and wife~ 



iays 
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by Saint Peter, become defptfcrs of dignities 
lime b the only river where heavy bodies 
fwim, and light ones fink ; nor can it be de- 
nied that an old family which has long 
preferved its name and charader, muft 
Iiave pofTefled a very folid one, or in the 
courie of fo many centuries it would have 
been fhaken away. New-made nobility 
ihines from its luflre frefh out of the mint : 
old anceihy fhews its venerable ruft ; and 
by true connoifleurs a Queen Anne^s f^- 
thing is preferred to a George the Third's 
guinea* 



EARE, CURIOUS, UNFREQUENT, SCARCE, 

SELDOM FOUND, 



ARE all epithets fynonymous if fpeaking 
of the fifii preferved in flate, which were 
fome years ago difcovered by Vincenzo 
5 Bozz9 



• 



••V 
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\oTZ2L in a mountain near Verona; and 
jrving as a proof of the deluge, becaufe 
)me inhabitants of the fouthem feas be- 
ig obferved among them, fhfews there 
iuft have been a wonderful concuffion 
f the terraqueous globe before tbofc wa- 
iTS could* have forced their contents into 
le hollow bofom of a rock now feventy* 
vo miles diftant from any fca. To this 
xident the writer once alluded in her pre- 
Lce, when fhe publifhed Doctor Johnfon's 
tters and fome of her own ; — and al- 
lough the Critical Review of April 1788 
id fhe intended to elevate and furprife^ 
lere certainly was meant at moft a modeft 
Dnfeffiouy that the trifling anecdotes thofe 
tters contained were valuable but as they 
^ere conneded with his name. We have 
*ad of one author preferved in the amber 
f another, before now ; and have faid with 

f 

Ir, Pope : 

VOL* 11. # Such 
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Such things wcknow arc neither rich nor rare* 
But wonder how the devil they got there ! 

And I fee not why this paflage fliould havA 
^been unintelligible, A cart-wheel is cer- 
tainly no SCARCE or curious thing in it*, 
felf, yet has been seldom found ftuck 
in a rock under ground, as it is at Tivoli | 
where thofe who fee it are led to wonder 
how long it could have been there, how 
many ages would take to turn it into vftone* 
&;c. and fp go on fpeculating upon the 
antiquity of the Earth. 'Twas thus I ob^ 
fervcd that trifles obtained attention by the 
place they flood in ; and fure the criticifme^ 
upon thofe letters to Doctor Johnfon have 
proved the allufion juft : they were worth 
criticifing only becaufe they were written in, 
anfvver to bis. 



RASHi 
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jRASH, HASTY, VIOLENT, PRECIPITATE. 



ALL dangerous qualities of the mind, 
i^xprefled by adjedives not far from fyno- 
piymous ; yet although it would be a hasty 

ff 

(decifion to fay they were wholly fo, we 
flxould juftly provoke laughter by calling 
fuch a flight error precipitate, as the 
very word itfelf implies danger of a more fe- 

r 

jious kind than is tempted by giving offence 
to the critics^ Truth is, mankind have a 
natural tendency to forgive thefe faults in a 
character, chiefly becaufe of their aflfocia- 
tion with youth and hardihood ; — yet have 
I not feldom feen rash pretenders to mu-^ 
(ical, or, what is much worfe, medical (kill, 
who fucceed beyond defert, though long 
paft that lovely feafon of life which gives 
to every thing a tindt of its own greennefs, 
a portion cf its own increafmg vigour. The 

O 2 yAing* 
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young fellow who has once, found fuccefa 
when he acknowledges himfelf to have been 
RASH, is likely enough to encourage him- 
felf in HASTY praftices, till he becomes 
VIOLENT in his nature, perhaps precipi- 
tate in his end, Phyficians have told me^ 
that the quack bleeders, or tooth-drawers, 
who rarely mifs their aim, would, if once 
well inftruiSted in the art of furgery, tremr 
ble to recolledl the rifques they had formerr 
ly run of endangering, by their preci- 
pitate conduft, lives of immenfe value 
to fociety j and Prati the mufical compofer 
faid once in my hearing at Leghorn, that 
no profeflional powers then alive were equal 
to a fong the famous • was to exe- 
cute that night : yet, added he, 'twill be no 
difficulty to her, who has not knowledge 
enough for finding out the danger fhe is in 
of failing at the attempt; — fo ihe will not failjj 
I fuppofe. Prati predided right j the finger 
was infinitely applauded, and immenfely 

« 

paid, 
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paid. But thefe are the accidents trhich 
lower in common eyes the value of learn- 
ing,- and give all praife to that genius 
which fo readily difcovers its own fufHcien- 
cy, and the little neceflity of ftudying hard 
to obtain fame or fortune j while RASh en- 
terprife can violently feixe the fruit by 
fuddenly climbing the tree of fcience with- 
out fear of breaking its boughs, and with- 
out thought of falling, by fuch hasty mea- 
fures, in a precipitate manner to the 
ground. 



■u~^^ 



TO HAVE RATHER, TO PREFER, 
TO LIKE BETTER. 



JOHNSON fays the firft of thefe is not 
Englifh, and 1 truft he's right ; yet Shake- 
ipeare's plays and common ufage fhield it 
£rom criticifm, and foreigners are fafe when 

O 3 they 
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they fjiy, that although Dante was a greatdf 
poetical genius than Taffo^ an(l ought to ba 
PREFERRED to him, yet ftill they HAp 
RATHER read the Gierufalemme^ or ever? 
Metaftafio's Dramas, than his gre^tt worlf j 
and when they ftudy Englifh, they LiKJt 
BETTER to read Young's Night Tbpughl« 
than Milton's Paradife Loft. 



, , , I I • I I . '^ 



• 



to RATIFY, TO CONFIRM, TO SETTL^j? 



4 

# 



ARE not exactly fynonyiaous, wnilt 
we fay that reports are confirmed, treaties 
RATIFIED, and aiFairs settled. In cafe^ 
of importance infinitely higher^ our church 
willingly confirms him who has set- 
tled in himlelf a fixt intention folemnly 
to RATIFY, at years of difcretion, the cove* 
flant taken with Heaven by his fponfof»> 
in that vow which Chey made^ ia hk natM 

tfhcUr 



.1* 
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SfAicti iirft admitted among Chriftians hj 
the ceremony of baptifm* 



"T**^ ! " ' 



READY, PROMPT. 

THE ufe of thefe words is fixed for 
aught I fee folely by cuftom : yet fo far are 
%hey from fynonytny^ that the firft feems 
idways to imply excellence, while the other 
yifually contains fomewhat of reproach* 
You were too prompt in your replies, fays 
Dryden ; and Prior tells us 

' Hbw rofe fonie rebel flave^ 
Frpmpter to fink the ftate^ than he tq fani. 

ISut without going up to written authorities^ 
We praife the girl that is ready with herlef- 
ibn, and deteft a prompt mi£s who keep* 
an anfwer or excufe at her fingers ends — as 
we fay — to jBing in the faqe of her governefs. 

O4 tofd 
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Lord Bacon fays finely, that much reading 
makes a full man, conference a ready 
man, and writing ^ exa£t man. The other 
word in this place would miflead one to 
think he meant a fclf-fufficient man, which 
was furtheft from hig intent. I lay the 
greater ftrefs upon this article, becaufe deri- 
vation would in this uncommon cafe draw 
French and Italian ftudents to the coarfer 
word ; and I believe the true reafon why 
ibcir broken Englifh founds lefs unpleafing 
to a Britifh ear, than the firft efforts (A a 

German, may be refolved fimply into this 
caule. 

We have almoft always two words, one 
of Roman, and one of Saxon etymology, 
fignifying nearly though not exadly the 
fame thing. Our neighbours naturally 
choofe that which is moil congenial to their 
owa tongue, and the claffical one is nine 
times in ten the moil delicate j for thia rea- 
fon the miftakes arc totally difFerent. A 
-8 Tulcan 
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Tufcan tells you he wUl go through Hamp- 
ftead becaufe of its propinquity to Hendon, 
though not exactly in the road — ^thjs word 
lying clofer to him than nearnefs j — while a 
German will izyfmeared inftead of anointed 
perhaps, and that even upon a folemn 00 
cafion. Thefe are equally wrong: — the 
iecondis, however, leaft inoffenfive. In the 
two words before us —as every rule has its 
exceptions — the Latin word is the worft. 



'w^ 



REASON, UNDERSTANDING, JUDGMENT 

SAGACITY. 



OF thefe the metaphyfical diftinftions and 
differences are endlefs, and, to fay truth, difr 
cover more the sagacity of mortals to 
form and trace them, than any extraordi- 
nary clearnefs of reason, or even ilrength 
of UNDERSTANDING. One thing feems 

certain^ 
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certain, and 'tis this : A powerful ipcafegf 
dr wife writer having sagacity to difcerii 
how rieceflkry it is to make coarfe minds 
fcomprehend and approve his tenfets, will 
fliow great jUDiGMENT in forbearing aH 
aliufion to fciences they cannot compre- 
hend, bccaufe fuch lights only dazzle, and 
do not illuftrate ; and I teally think the ex- 
iiberahce of imagination and dignity of fen^ 
timent, which adorn the political pamphlets 
of Burke and Johnfon, will, whenever they 
do die — if die they can — prove the tinde* 
fcrved caufe of their rhortalityi — That oyfter 
lives not long which breeds many pearls j 
and the famous race-horfes Eclipfe and 
Childers became from too great fuperiorit]? 
tifelefs to their own^srs, when no competi* 
tot could be found to take the field againft 
them. Who now reads Boyle's Medita^ 
tions, prfcgnant as they are with tholight^' 
bnd fraught with fancy? Swift's Medi^* 
t«ition en a Broomflick laughed them out 
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df doors, and although in fo doing it did 
the world no fervice, it fhewed his notion 
of proper words in proper places very com- 
pletely^ So did his unadorned Condu(9: of 
the Allies, which, for that very reafon pof* 
fibly, ran through eleven thoufand copies 
in three months, when readers were left 
numerous than now. With regard to fo- 
reigners, they will foon fee that sagacity 

difcerns what 'tis the province of reason 
to approve, and of judgment to diftin^ 
guifh • while thofe who a£t according to! 
all of thefe, are men of found under* 
STANDING. The tale told by Baretti^ 
from Gafparo Gozzi, in a book little read, 
elucidates all our fynonymy very well, and 

may lighten the weight of a dull article or 
chapter. 

I was walking then, fays the gay Vene- 
tian, upon our Rialto yefter evening, and 
Hopped to obferve a blind old man, led 
|>y ^ beautiful woman in the prime of life. 

She 
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She wiflied to fhew him the way, I found, 
down that fide of the bridge where its ftepS 
are frequent and low ; but he would needs 
force her to keep that other part of the walk 
where there are few fteps at all, and thofe 
few very high and inconvenient. Her sa- 
gacity was obvious; for where the grada- 
tions of defcent were regular, even a perfon 
who could fee was in lefs danger of Hum- 
bling ; whereas, no warning given by the 
guide herfelf, wliofe judgment was indu- 
bitable, could poflibly avail in a place where 
the fteps were all unequal, and large inter- 
vals every now. and then. It was neverthe- 
lefs out of her power to perfuade her ftub- 
born felf-willed companion. So while fhe 

was endeavouring, though weakly, to draw 
him one way, he with ftrength adequate to 
his perverfenefs forcibly and quickly pulled 
her the other^ till down they both came head- 
long J and rifmg up, each mutually accufed 
the partner, as having caufed a difafter 

which- 
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which no tpedlator of common under* 
STANDING could help feeing muft necef- 
' fariljr happen to both ; for fuch was the wo- 
man's fidelity, ihe would not, though vexed 
and mortified, leave him, as he often wiftied 
her, wholly to himfelf. So I went along, 
continues the author, thinking what a foolifli 
Ij^low that was, and how happy he ought 
to have made himfelf under the guidance of 
fo kind and lovely a perfon j ^ till on a 
fudden it came acrofs my head to refle<9:. 
Why fliould I trouble myfelf about other 
people's affairs ? Have not I, and has not 
^very human being, a blind old blockhead, 
and a charming clear-fighted condudtrefs in, 
our own bre^s?— one who is inceflantly 
warning her perverfe companion of thofc 
dangers he is ever defirous of plunging 
into ? Yet how feldom will he obey thefe 
wfeful admonitions of re as ON ! How often, 
as in very fpite to her, will he choofe the 
path he ought above all others, to fhun, and 

break 
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treak both their nofes with the fall his ftuv 
pid obftinacy occafioned ! 

So far the ingenious Gozzi, whofe power 
pf attradiing general notice to his book, coil-f 
fifts chiefly in drawing unexpefted infer- 
ences from vulgar and common occurrencest 
^Twas by this art pur Whitfield obtained 
followers — and ^tis natural ; for if whilft att 
firrow's point conveys the final effe<3: of our 
(hooting, a feather guides it to that iliark 
propofed ; and if flight things may thus bd 
found ufeful in furthering thofe of more 
importance, who knows but this little wprk^ 
flimfy as it is, may boaft fome utility ? aq 
ample comperifation, furely, for all the c?tl^ 
jure and all the fatire it may provolfe* 



EELIGION-^ 
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RELIGION, WORSHIP, 



A R- £ fo far fynonympus, that both im-i 
pVf that imihediate duty to God which he 
fiimfelf enjoined in the four firft commands 
ipents of the Decalogue j while the fix othei^ 

faft in place^ though more in number, telate 
to moral obligations, and refer to the articles 
Virtue arid Morality. What God has fd 
united, therefore, l?t not m^n put afunder } 
for it is virtue to maintain religion facred 
^ a great community, and 'tis a moral obR^ 

gation each to other, that good example be 
fet of attending public Worship, Myftic 
piety is not urifrequent in England, which 
lias of late been too much divided between 

« ■ • • . - 

iflfidelity and fanaticiM j 'tis orthodox Writ- 
ing, thie ChWftian preaching, arid devotkly 
attentive hearing, that is wanted in bur 
^fland, where the church has no p0Wcr but 
7 of 
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of well doing, and ought to fee for that rca- 
fon obedient fubmiflion follow each, eccleli- 
aftical precept — where the court and miniftry 
afford examples of goodnefs unthought of 
in other nations — where the bifhops and 
clergy really do pofFefs a degree of learning 
which our neighbours have no chapce to 
come in light of— where decency marks 
the clerical character even in the loweft 
ranks, and every houfe — I hope I may add 
every cottage of ten pounds annual value 
through Great Britain, contains a Bible, a 
Teftament, and a Grammar, with one per- 
fon at leaft capable of reading them to the 
reft. 

Great and ineftimable privilege ! denied by 
the Romifh church, that now runs to ruin 
in confequence of fuch worldly caution ; and 
will perhaps learn from her prefent diftrefs, 
how the knowledge of true religion is 
neceflary to its veneration, and how that 
ignorance flie long encouraged will at length 

loofc 
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loofc its blind rage againft that vcfjr WOR* 
SHIP it was intended to fhield — whilft 

Our church, fecure on Truth's firm rock^ 
Still mocks each facrilegious hand ; 

Proof even againft electric (hockt 
Our Heaven-defended fteeples ftand* 

Popular Ballaou 



REPLY, REJOINDER, ANSWER and RESPONSK 



O F thefe fynonymes the firft feems th« 
political term. Caius fpoke well in the 
houfe this morning ; but Marcus, who rifeg 
like a giant on the reply, obtained moft 
attention and applaufe. Rejoinoe]^ is al- 
moft wholly a law term, and response 
feems dedicated to the fchools* Conver- 
fation finds answer fufficient, and delights 

in recording thofe happy ones which con- 
tain a pungent fait in thenv There are, 
VOL. iL P however, 
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however^ foine fliacJes of difference, Whctl 
Queen EliiabeQi alkeid her negleded cour- 
tier on what be vjraS employing hi* thoughts, 
one day,- an j teoei^ed this unexpedled re-i 
turn to her cnqtiiry^ — ** Madam, I was 
thinking on a wottian's promife }* we call 
it alharp and bititig answer. — But wheit 
the Conqueror'a favourite advifed his mafter 
to make an early peace, faying, / would ac- 
cept thele' terms if I were Alexander ; a^d the 
king gave him the well-known retort of—* 
So would I accept them too, Were I Parme- 
nio : it feema rather a fcoifipg reply, pro- 
voked by the pertnefs of a fellow who pie-^ 
fumed on the prince's «amc endurance.^^- 
*Tis obfervable enough too, that this bitter 
taunt was a Greek one ; for their ANSWERS- 
and epigrams are generally, fo far as I can* 
find, more elegantly fimple than piercingly 
keen, and have little of that effed which? 

r . 

penetrates oner's head,, when darted by Mar-*- 
tul's pep, like a ray of lights and drives ^^ 



% 

Ofte's heart like a dagger^ i^rhen urged by 
the hatids of Bolleau^ Young, or Swift* 

When Madeinoifelie de Goiimay, one of 
Ae bed Greek and Latin fcholars in France^ 

m 

When leariling there flood on its pinnacle^ 
had bi^eh teafihg Racan the poet with ex« 
plaining to him, who knew ho more on*t 
than myfelfj fome fepigrams^ in the Antho^ 
logia for which he had no tafte j tormenting 
kini- with extolling their fiiperior merit, and 
preferring their fimplicity to all modem ex-' 
tcUerice, he grew tired j and telling her 
*twas time to go to dinner, fhe ordered it 
up J and helping her friend to fome fdup, 
which was, it feems, particularly infipid and 
Bat: Madcmoifelle^ faid he, c^ejl icy une 
Jhupe digni de vous^ tine foupe vrayment h la 
Crecque, 

This was a witty x^emirk, to which the 
lady made no R£Ply« 



P 2 RESENT. 



•^ 
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RESENTMENT, DISPLEASURE, INDIGNATIONS 



-M*l 



PAINFUL afFedions of a feeling heart, 
and too nearly fynonymous; though the 
firft word is moft expreflive of that deep 
fenfe of injury fo likely to pervade a gene- 
rous mind — eveo in fpite of true Chriftian 
humility, which 'tis our duty fteadily to 
maintain: for though ingratitude, or un- 
merited infult, juftly incurs our very ferious 
DISPLEASURE, they ought not to excite 
lafting RESENTMENT towards the guilty 
individual, but only fuch honeft INDIGNA- 
TION againft the vice, as may guard iiji 
from all fedu£tion to fimilar offences. 

A wife m^n, however, will make hafte 
to forgive, becaufe resentment is a pain- 
ful fenfation, and he defires to feel himfelf 
at eafe; a great man pardons readily, be- 
caufe he finds few things worthy of his fe- 
rious 
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lioue and deep resentment; and a pious 
MAN will never rcfent at all, reflcding how 
much he has himfelf to be forgiven. 



'4 0m = ==: . ■ ==£= ■ n \iti^ 



REVENGEFUL and VINDICTIVE. 



THE firft of thefc words exprefles the 
diabolical quality oftener as an adjeftive, I 
think ; the fecond is commonly ufed adver- 
bially, which difference alone hinders their 
exadi fynonymy. Catiline is a fad RE- 
VENGEFUL feilow, fays one, and of a tem- 
per fo cruelly vindictive, he lets no of- 
fence pafs by him unrequited — thinking 
perhaps to put himfelf in the place of Hea- 
ven, and difpenfe punifhments at his own 
pleafure j not reflecting tliat he who made 
man can alone diftinguifh guilt from error 
in many cafes ; that to him is juftly referved 
\hc privilege of chaftifingi and that from 

J>3 his 
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his happinefs and his perfe^ion no creatuff 
car* be more diftantly removed, than h<j 
who is difpofed to be vindictive towarda 
a companion in frailty, and of a revenge^ 
FIJL temper while ranging through the 
w^lks of common life, 

'Tis charged on foreigners that they feek 
HEVJNGE ; and thofe philofophers who are 
willing to confider Virtue and Vice as am* 
bulatory, lay the fault upon a warm climate^ 
In Italy^ however, 'tis merely the mildnefs 
of their criminal laWj^.fo flow to punifh, 
fo e?ify to elude, that leaves every man tq 
be judge and executioner in his own caule ^ 
and how m Englifliman would end pre to 
hear of his only fon's murder by the hand 
ofawprthlefs rival, will I hope and truft 
never be known in Great Britain, where, 
confqious that his country will make 4 , 
dreadful example of his injurer, be hasi 
©nly to liunent a lofs fa heavy and grievous, 
W^ the miirderer fuff^ed filently to efcap^, 

m 
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or be openly protedled at the door of a 
church, or in the palace of a rich nobleman, 
-we fhould fee if John Bull were lefs vin- 
dictive than Pietro the Italian : I fear he 
would, like the laft named, watch the rogjie 
out of his lurking-hole, and Aab him when 

•m 

he could. 

It does indeed appear that one fet of peo- 
ple are little better or worfe* than another 
fet — by nature as we call it. 'Ti? the in- 
fluence or negled of religion and the law$ 
that operates upon our conduct ; and, with 
regard to individuals, few Tm afraid are 
guided by principle, and a fteady care to 
pleafe God in all their adlions; without 
which vivifying caufe, our' morality is mere 
habit, and our virtue fuch as a change of 
thofe habits would entirely do away« 



i* 4 iEVElSB^ 
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REVERSE, CONTRARY, EXERGUE, 



ARE not fynonymous certainly ; neither 

would the laft' word have found a place here 

i cote des autres^ if I had ^ot fancied that 

fome people one has feen, who wifh not to 

be thought ignorant, imagined exergue to 

be the reverse, or contrary, or, as we 

fay, the wrong fide of a medal or coin. It 

js not fo, however : fchplars could tell them 

that it means little more than the Latin 

fecit in Greek ; and that being commonly 

written on reverfes, though fometimes it is 

found on front fides too, it has been mif- 

taken as meaning reverse. The fymbol 

pf Rome often obferved on old gems, &c. 

|s an exergue : fo is the carnation ip Ben^- 

venuto Garofanis pidlures j for though there 

may be a written exergue, *tis oftener a 

fprt of hieroglyphic. Evelyn writes the word 

cxurgt^ 
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iicurge^ but I believe 'twas Mannontd's 
Talc that brought it into Englifh converla^ 
tion language ; it ufed to be a mere book- 
word. The other two are nearer to each 
other. We fay familiarly, that ficknefs is 
the i^EVEKSE oi health, for example, and 
youth the reverse of age : but 'tis more 
degant to call vice virtue's contrary, I 
fuppofe becaufe of their (landing in oppofi- 
tion. And a mean woman once in my fight 
fet a whole company into laughtar, when, 
iter patron alking of what profeffion her huC- 
band was, that he might ferve her — adding. 
But he is an apothecary — is he not ? fhe re-^ 
plied, *^ Oh no, Sir, quite the reverse,'* 
Foreigners will fcarce perceive how comi-* 
tally abfurd the reply was, till they are told 
that fhe ought to have laid, On the CON- 
TRARY, my hufband keeps a public- houfe — 
for fo he did — a bufinefs diftindt enough 
from, and oppofite enough to that her friend 
Unaginedf But what could be th? b^eferss 

of 
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of an apothecary, fet them all oVondering 

till fhe informed tliem. If the connoifleurs 

chjtO: to what 1 have faid concerning, the 

EXERGUE, they muft remember I fpeak to 

learners, not the learned, and I think my 

account a good one. Exergue is a device^ 

a vifible metaphor ; and I really know not 

what to call the I.N.RJ. upon the crofs, or 

* 

the S.P.QJR. upon the Roman banners, if 

they be not written exergues. Mottocft 

are they not ; for to be a motto, fome word 

is neceflary, and one word is Left j when 

there are more, 'tis better to fay legenda^ ia 

|)iu:e ftriftnefs* The Bourbon motto wa« 

EJpcrance — Shakefpeare alludes to it in tho 

hiftorical plays.— The Hamiltons is Through^ 

alluding to their coat armour; the Dou-p 

glas's Forwardy if I remember. Sentences 

fhew lefs refearch: — as under the Bertie 

« 

arms, three battering rams^ we read, Virtus 
hntit fortior ; under the Salifbury //W, in 
tlie fame tafte, Sat ejl projlraffh Leoni, and 

4 the 
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the like ; but R.I.P. which diftlngulfhes the 
tombs of Romanifts in our churches, is an 
1XER<3 UE^ meaning Recjuiefcat inpace^ which 
I know not why is fo peculiarly appropri- 
afed to one fe<3: of Chriftians more ihan 
luiodier. We all alike dcfire to reft in peac^ 
and in our confecrated ground fo may they 
ever reft ! who yet unfeelingly exclude us 
fi^om tbtirs upon the continent. — But furcly 
the liorm which gathers over all our headi^ 
and has already begun to fall on theirs, will 
unite all feds; all ranks, all denominations 
of Chriftians to defend that religion efta- 
Hiflied in the facred blood of our common 
Mafter, and to protect his worflilp with all 
it$ 4p6 rUfs ^nd folemn appendages^ 



TWIDDLES, 
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RIDDLES, REBUSES, JENIGMAS, CHARADES, 



HAVE doubtlefs a very clofe aflfinity 
i?rithout being fynonymous terms. The 
firft, of Saxon origin, feems to imply, from 
ancient ufage of the word in England, 
fomewhat like a trial of Ikill — as the Die qui'- 
ius in terris among the Romans, Riddjp 
me this, and riddle me that, is a common 
verb in our old poems, for Explain me this, 
and expound me that* So late as Milton 
we read — 

Be Irfs abftrufc, my riddling days are o*er — 

sfrom the mouth of Sampfon Agoniftes. A 

RIDDLE however, now, in mere converfa- 

tion language, means little elfe than aa 

^ENIGMA, and little more than what Pen 

^oubours^ in Les Memoires de Trevoux^ de- 

fcribes as a fubtle and ingenious difcourfQ 

including fome concealed meaning. 

a When 
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When Hempe is fpun^ 
England's done^ 

vnSLS an aenigmatical prophecy, Lord Bacon 
lays, which the riddlers of his time con- 
ftrued thus: That after -flenry, JE'dward, 
j^fary, Philip, and Elizabeth had reigned— 
England fliould be no more — or England 
ftiould ceafe^ was the word : — and fo it did, 
fays he, in a manner, for after that our 
king's ftyle was Great Britain — the ini- 
tials of their names having completed the 
word as then fpelt Hempe. 

iENiGMA is I learn of Greek derivation, 
and the oldeft books give us the beft exam- 
ples — Sampfon's in the book of Judges — 
and mythological ones innumerable at a 
time when almoft all literature was drawn 
from ^gypt, the true land of myftery and 
hierolyphic, 'Tis now a mere fport and 
play of words, and ranks among thofe fpe- 
cies of falfc wit which arc commendably 

exploded. 



exploded. Yet Dumay the agreeable HOiih^ 
fcllor at Paris, aftet he Was blind, fent Me* 
iiage thefe two lines, having previoufly 
tiecn told that his friend was laid up with 
ths gout : 

Qtii mala r.oflra tulit prxflantx dote valebat. 
EJe virl nomen, clos tibi talis efit. 

To whicli- Menage inftalitly replied hf 
tiic fervant who waited ^ 

CEdipodem tecum facio. Tnmci xger iKerqUc^ 
Pea mllii. Caligat lumen utrumque tlbu 

The anfwcr is f rcttieft, 

hi QEdipus alone I read 

Our miferies united ; 
My lamcnefs was to hiih defeffe'ed^ 

His eyes like yours benight<;d« 

I could do noflilrig with the RiDDti it* 
Jelf — Mu Gray did me the honour to tvast 
it thus i 



U4 
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Ht who oUr ills United barei 

The art of divination knew j 
If you the prophet's liame declare, 

I'll "hail you prophet too* 

And ^^hile the world owes him (olid obli- 
gations, let him neither be angry nojf^ 
alhamed that it fees he can trifle to oblige 
or divert a friend* 

The REBVS meantime, fuch as Menagtf 
f)F Camden defcribes, is a ilill meaner eonn 
trivance, as things now (land, than the kft 
mentioned ; yct an acquaintance with them . 
may affift men in decyphering old families, 

V 

which fheWed their names by devices : as 
Sir Anthony Wingfitld, who with the crofs 
and red rofe, which latter denotes a Laiicaf^ 
trian Partizan, gave a wide extended wing^ 
with thefe four letters round, F.E.LJD^ 
while Fuller of Rofe-Hilt chpfe for his rea* 
bus^ di^cc^ or exergue^ 

A Roje^ a Hilly an £;r, a LoafiXiA a WeU^ 

Rbfe Hill I love w^/, being implied* Tfielcf 

tricka^ 
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tricks were taught us in the early ages by 
the French, among whom they are ftill 
called Rebus de Picafdle^ But they have beeil 
always in the world, I believe; nor did 
Lucius Fk)rus, nor Julius Caefar himfelf, 
fcom a contrivance of the fame nature, 
when the hiftorian gave a flower fignifying 
bis appellation, as Benvenuto Garofani, the 
painter in the fame country, did a good 
thoufand years after :— and 'tis faid by the 
connoiffeurs how Julius Caefar put an ele- 
phant upon his coin, becaufe Caefar means 
elephant in the Maiuitanian tongue. Nay, 
I dotibt not but the Cfe^r, which means 
Cafar^ ^ves a true rebus at this very 
day in the order of the Elephant, upon 
that very principle. The difcriminating 
difference feems to be this : the riddle 
may be profe, and the fubjed: is totally at 
his choice who makes it. The iENiGMA 
(hould be verfe, and a fhort diftich is moft 
claflical; while the R£BUS mufl include a 

nam€^ 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 225 

name^ which to the exergue is not ne- 
ccflary . 

Charade is a new device of the fame 
kind. I never heard its origin, but know that 
when the Spe<9:ator had driven out this laft 
abfurdity, and Garrick helped its exit by 
his revival of Abel Drugger j ingenious 
dulnefs invented a new one, and cx)vered 
our fans, ' fcreens, &c. with charades 
newly brought from France. The fubtlety 
here confifts in making two different qua- 
lities agree in a third ; one is fufficieiit for 
a fpecimen : 

My firft runs at you. 
My fecond runs into you. 
My third runs through yoUj^ 

is as good as any of them : 'Tis iuck-^tborn 
aofwers the defcription. 



VOL. II. Q. RIDICULE, 
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RIDICULE, RAILLERY, DERISION, BANTER, 



ARE mnch too nearly allied — yet natu- 
rally at a good diftancc from ftridt fyno- 
nymy; the fecond and the fourth being 
agreeable fources of amufement and inno- 
cent mirth, while the other two are odious 
and terrifying. Yet nothing is furer than 
that a man, or fcience, or a quality of the 
mind, or a flight afFe£tation in the perfon 
of a friend, which has been only once the 
fubje£t of BANTER or RAILLERY in a fet 
of gay companions, becomes quickly a 
theme of derision to fools, who learn 
laughing more eafily than difcernment in 
the choice of objects where ridicule is 
juftly permitted. Addifon, though pof^ 
fefTed of humorous powers beyond every 
other writer in our language— Shakefpeare 
alone excepted — detefts all drollery on feri- 

ous 
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Otis fubjeds, and fays in his Freeholder, that 
a quotation out of Hudibras fhall make 
Tome blockheads treat with levity an obli- 
gafion wherein their welfare is concerned 
in this world and the next. Such rail- 
lery, adds he, is enough to make the 
hearers tremble. And I do think the fpirit 
of DERISION (become either fo natural or 
fo infeftious among Britons, that the very 
babies of our ifland are tainted with it) 
never did find a way to gain applaufe as 
now in falhionable circles, till my Lord 
Shaftelbury had fhown us how happily and 
airily we might laugh at Heaven and its 
judgments : for although the noble author's 
own fhafts of ridicule were feverely and 
with much humour retorted upon him again 
by Mandeville, in the fir ft dialogue of hia 
fecond volume, where the laugh and parody 
are admirable ; and although numberlefs 
good anfwers have been made to the Cha- 
rafteriftics, one in particular, very little 

(^2 read. 
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read, in a novel called The Cry ; my heart 
prorapts me to fancy, and experience con- 
firms the notion, that fince that book ap- 
peared, which taught mankind how RIDI* 
CULE alone was to be confidered as a teft 
of truth, eveiy charader, however venera- 
ble by virtue of condu(3: or dignity of fitu- 
ation — every tranfa£tion, however trifling in 
itfelf, has been torn out and hung before 
the public eye to excite derision of au- 
thority, and promote banter where 'tis 
difficult to imitate merit. 

South fays, that it was out of Titus's 
power not to be derided, but in his power 
not to be ridiculous ; and this is the beft 
comfort foi thofe whofe delicacy has fuf- 
fered by modern wit. . Yet a man may lofc 
his eye from the flroke of a boy's pop-gun, 
if not aware of its fudden approach j and 
'tis obfcrvable enough too, that as the pre- 
fent are beyond all preceding times fruit- 
ful in farcaftic merriment, fo 1 recolledl nq 

age 
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age lefs fertile of elegant humour and harm- 
lefs gaiety than the prefent. Broad mirth and 
coarfe reprefentation of mean manners, and 
the rough fcenes of life, heft fix the atten- 
tion of high people to the ftage, where they 
contemplate the tricks of Mifs Hoyden and 
Mifs Tomboy with the fame difgraceful ea- 
gcrnefs that detains a lower fet with liquor- 
ifh hope of feeing fomewhat at a print- 
ihop window capable to inflame appetite in 
unintelleftual and empty youth, or to re- 
ftore it in debauched though lialf inert old 
age. Such is the retrograde progrefs of 
falfe refinement, and ill directed opulen<ie : 
— juft theme of indignant fatire to thofe 
who write, of pointed raillery to fuch 
as have talents for copverfation. 



Q, 3 »^^^» 
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RULE* SWAY, GOVERNMENT, 



AK.E not precifely fynonymous, though 
fimilar. Sway has by far the gentlefl; 

meaning pf the three : its derivation ficom 
a German wordjcbwebe^y expreffive of un- 

dulatory motion, implies a degree of foft-y 
nefs little confonant to the other two ; and 
we fay without impropriety civil or gram-r 
matical, that In thofe countries where ^for 
hite RyLE fits defpotic on the lips, almoft 
upon the eye of the fovereign, a favourite 
may. ftill bear confide^ble sway, and guide 
to his. own fancy the fceptre of govern-t 
ME NT. If we turn our looks towards the 
verbs formed from thefe nouns, we may like- 
wife obfcrve minds of peculiar make, which, 
though they refift being ^iui-ed, willcafily 
permit their opinions to be led, and their 
judgment swayed j and 'tis well known 

that 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 231 

that men of this defcription muft be go- 
verned by influence : for, as a great ftatef- 
man of old fays, " If you will work on 
any man, you muft either know his nature 
and fafliions, and fo lead him ; or his 
endsi and fo perfuade him ; or his weaknefs, 
and fo awe him ; or his interefts, and fo go- 
vern him." 'Tis therefore that I now 
ceafe to wonder what thofe people would 
have, who complain not only of the authority 
but the influence of government. There 
are but three ways to choofe out of: we 
muft be each wholly independent of other, 
and, acknowledging no head or heads, no 
fubordination, no' fociety, live like fome 
folitary Indians, in a ftate of total freedomi 
from every divine and every human tie ;— - 
or we muft be goverijed Jbmebow — either 
by rule, as a hufband in his houfe, where 
all acknowledge his authority; or like a 
wife in her family, who sways by influ- 
ence, and holds her limited power by per- 

0^4 petual 
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pctuaj attention not to difguft by it« tod 
rough exertions, Defpotjc fovcreigns arc 
obeyed as thg man is in this cafe : — limited 
pipnarchs are contented to c^rry ?v^ry 
point as a woman in her circle, 

And win their way by yielding to the tide, 

only adopting fkill inftead of ftrength. Nor-^ 
fien tells us, in his account of Cornwall^ 
fomething concerning the Pendre ftonc 
^nalogou§ enough to our government 
her? in Great Bri)tain, 
* *' It is (fays he) a rocke uppn the toppc 
of a hill near Blifton, on which ftandeth 4 

/ 

beacon, and on the tpppe of the rocke lyeth 
a ftoncj three yardes and a haulfe long, fouj 
foote broac}, and two ^nd a haulfe thick ; 
and it is fp equally balanced that a touch 
may mpv^ it, whereof I have had true expc-^ 
rience? y<ej: whereas a map with \xi^ little 
j^n^cr can eafily flirr the fame, the ftrength 
of many men cannott ever move it pr re- 
fliove awa,y,'* 

If 
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If therefore people fancy there is fome- 
diing great in refufing to be awed by ma- 
jefty, or ruled by power, let them at 
lead) like their own huge and rugged mafles 
of ftone in Wiltfhire and in Cornwall, fliew 
themfelves eafy to be swayed with a foft 

m 

touch and gentle hand, nor complain alike 
of influence and of authority ; fince we fee 
clearly that fome government is necef- 
. fary to every country : and how fodety is 
carried on where all will bear rule, and 
none will fufFer it, a neighbouring nation 
{hews. Let ours take warning from the 
dread example, rcfleding that thefe monu- 
mental (lones would not have flood fo 
long, had not their balance been fo nicely 
fcept. The venerably ancient, the almoft 
felt-exiftent rock of royalty may yet, as wc 
fee, be at length deftroyed by mean but 
long continued efforts to undermine it; 
though, when it fplits, infulting curiofity is 
wounded by the fragments, and calm fpqc- 

tators 
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tators lie eruflmed beneath its fall : while 
thcfe appareatly works of art, as Bryant 
judges from their repetition, muft, when 
they fink, drop all at once together — fo clofc* 
ly united are the fuftainers and fuftained. 
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RURAL AND RUSTIC 



' MUST neceffarily feem fynonymous to* 
fcrcigners, whp fee them ufed perpetually 
for each other in our beft authors — or think 
they do — becaufe the words are commonly 
appropriated with a feledion exafl; enough. 
England, fay we, aflfords more fituations 
that one may juftly term rural, than any 
nation or country in Europe ; for in France, 
Italy and Germany, at leaft, you are always 
too near, or too far from a great city ; fo 
that the prominent features of every land* 

fcape exhibit either wildnefs approaching 

to 
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to barbarity, or elfe cultivation refembUng 
^ garden more than fields ; — whjcreaa in 
Great Britain, where opulence is mon? 
diffufed, and knowledge kfs concentrated, 
Nature accepts the charader of individuals^ 
jind every place poflefles fome agreeable 
ornaments which tend to its embellifh- 
ment — ^though no fpot is by the accumula- 
tion of fuch' ornaments made more fplendid 
than beautiful. Rural elegance is the 
pride and pleafure of our happy ifland, 

whence rustic groflhefs and rough fce^- 
nery are fo nearly expelled, that you feek for 
tliem in vain at a great diftance from the 
capital, among the lakes of Weftnioreland, 
or along the fea-coafts of Devonftiire. 
Whence our faftidious travellers, perhaps, 

Tir'd of the tedious and difreliflx^d good, 
^eek for their folace in acknowledg'd ill. 
Danger, and toil, and pain, 

Graham's Telcmaphus. 

We 
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We climb the Alps of Switzerland and 
Savoy, or journey round the Hebrides in 
fearch of contraft and variety, delighting 
to penetrate the hidden receffes of Nature, 
and 

Call her where (he fits alone, 

■ 

Majeflic on her craggy throne. 

Such views indeed produce magnificent 
ideas in the mind, but they are ideas of 
God, not mam He always feems debafed 
on fuch a theatre, and, to fay true, ge- 
nerally a6ts his part upon them with rus- 
ticity enough : while foreigners are often 
heard to admire our peafantry both in the 
north and vreft of JEngland, each with his 
watch, his little fhelf- of books, trimmed 
hedge, clean fhirt, and planted garden ; 
enjoying that rural fimplicity, and ele- 
gant competence — ^glory of Britons !— great 
and enviable refult of equal laws and mild 
adminiftration ! 



Let 
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Let them remember then thofe laws, thofe rights^ 
That generous plan of pow*r delivered down 
From age to age by their renown'd forefathersi 
So dearly bought, the price of fo much blood. 

Addison's Cato. 



TO SAUNTER. TO LOITER, TO LINGER, TO 
DELAY, TO BE SLUGGISH, DILATORY, 

AND TEDIOUS. 



UNPLEASING qualities varioufly ex- 
prefled by all thefe verbs and adverbs^ which 
are nearly though not clofely fynonymous. 
We apply fome of them to perfons chiefly, 
and fome to things. 

What plagues, what torments are in (lore for thee. 
Thou SLUGGISH- idler, dilatory flave I 

fays the Turk in Johnfon's Irene. He had 
indeed an averfion to fuch people amount^ 
ing almoft to antipathy, though he confi- 

dered 
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dercdhimfelf among the number, and paited 
his life in forming and breaking refolutions 
of a<f!live diligence. He faid that the verb 
SAUNTER came originally from Saint e Terre 
the Holy Land ; for that in crufading times^ 
when a fellow was found loitering about, 
unable or unwilling to give account of him- 
self and his defigns, if afked whither he was 
going, the ufual reply was, a la S^inte Terre ? 
and from that caufe, people who lingered 
about a houfe, trefpafling upon that hofpi- 
tality which in fuch days was with diflficulty 
refufed, were called by corruption Sainte-* 
turrets and saunterers. Delay, mean- 
time, is a word that may often be ufed in 

m 

an excellent fenfe as a part of policy and 
military {kill : witnefs the conduct of Fabius, 
who we are told faved Rome by procrafti- 
nation, and drawing out the war into length; 
fatiguing his enemy and wearying the pa- 
tience of troops, who fighting in a foreign 
land need np enemy but patience for their 

utter 
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utter extirpation ; while thofe who die can 
never be replaced, and every village affords 
refuge for the affailed, and ruin to the at- 
failants. 

Fortune, in great matters as well as fmall, 
refembles the market : if you can wait a 
while the price will fall. That delays are 
dangerous is on the other hand no falfe 
proverb: but the meaning here is, when 
you come to the moment of execution, do 
quickly that which you have confidered lei- 
furely ; for as the motion of a boy's top 
turned fwiftly round appears to ftand ftill, 
fo no fecrecy can be ever comparable to cele- 
rity in bufinefs. That arrow is fureft to 
hit the mark which is moil fuddenly and 
fwiftly fhot. 

1 faw a pretty quibbling epigram once 
upon a man whofe name was Baddelcy^ and; 
who owed the writer money, if I remember: 
—it ran thus : 

Delay is bad— and I may fay, 
There's nought but bad in Baddelay. 

3 SEDITIONS^ 
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SEDITIONS, TROUBLES, FACTIONS, 
DISTURBANCES, 



ARE nearly allied certainly, yet not* 
quite fynonymous ; for troubles fpting 
up many times in ftates from caufes not 
eafy to cure — as tedious wars abroad, which 
caufmg heavy debts at home, produce diC- 
' trefs from mere inanition, like the alkaline 
fever brought on a human body by too long 
abftinence from food* There are likewife 

TROUBLES enough from repletion, when ill 

• . 

humours are afloat. But nations not kept' 
ignorant of the difeafe or remedy, will be 
little fubjed to disturbance, even from 
the worft of thefe caufes j having learned 
from knowledge of paft ages, or experience 
of prefent, that unlefs the ftate is intrinfi- 
cally poor, and fo enfeebled from lofs of 
commerce that it can with difficulty reilore 

itfelf 
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Itfelf to health and vigour^ or fuddenly of- 
fended by innovations, 'twill not be eafy 
to excite sedition among the common 
people, who are always more difpofed to 
quiet than their agitators expected to find 

them; flow to move, although powerful 

« 
when once fet in motion ; and eVer more 

r 

inclined by nature and cuftom to obey the 
King d^ JaSoy than any newly fprung-up 
body of nobles, or felf-created demagogues 
delighting in confufion, in which Our en- 
lightened commonalty fee far off thAt they 
fhall only be made inftrjiments of advance- 
ment to fellows no better than themfelves^ 
who for the purpofes of faction climb on 
the fhoulders of the people to reach at and 
deftroy the King's prerogative* A monarch 
i& fafe againfl all fuch, however, while he 
poffeffes the good-will of his common peo- 
ple ; and every child's Pantheon can remind 
*U8, that when the inferior deities, nobles ot 
the fky, made a factious combination to 
VOL. n. R bind 
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bind or cohfinis Jiipiter, Briarcus camfc lit 

with his hundred hands (meaning the mul^ 

tkude), and unloofed every knot. But al-* 

though a ftate nieely balanced is leaft fubjeft 

taferious Uistixrbances of any other, it 

may naturally be obnoxicftis enough to pett/ 

TROUBLES, as \^rinds are always higheft 

vrb6a thei^n isr-in Aries or Libi^a, and e^ui^ 

noGdai tides are prtiverbial.* 

Let not our neighbours fancy, hoWevei*^ 

that fuch wear out our ftate. Oppofition is 

exercife, and contributes to the long life of 

a mixed goveriiment ; and thofe who takfe 

pains tfr convince us that every brilk" galfe 

rtiuft needs end in a hurricane, Ite under' a 

phyfical as well as a political miftake. Thfe 
d^ad calih that precedes fudh a convulfion 

of nature, or of civil polity, is the dreadfal 
fymptom, the fignal for experienced pilots 
to draw in all the fails, and collcft dofe to- 
gether^ that fo the tempeftV fuyy may be 
fpcnt in vain* . 
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felJ^IMENt, THbUGHT; NOTION, OPINION, 



A'R]£ ridfkrfy fynonymous in books, but 
hot i:n talk, where the firft has of late ufurp- 
'^ a wFder dominion than our tongue regur 
hrly granted; We fay in good ftri<ftnefs, 
how 't^as oilr firih opinion till laft week, 
that 6ur dd frietid Ruggiero had more 
THOUGHT in him-, dnd better notions 
both of honour and propriety, than thus to 
kctoay his sentiments at the requeft of a 
palfry creature, who courted him out of 
them for interefted purpofes alone— a mere 
felf-lover, who would willingly fet any 
body's houfe On fire for the fake of roafting 
ISer own eggs. This example, however, is 
exceedingly impeifed. A lady of delicacy^ 
is now calledj^ I know not why, a lady of 
is«NTiMENT ; and a perfon who, as Addi- 
fon's Sempronius fays of Cato, is grown by 

R a being 
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being long liftcned to, ambitioujly fcntenttous ^ 
has been of late derided by the appellation 
of a man of sentiment — in allufion, as I 
fuppofe, to Mr. Sheridan's play. Favourite 
dramas have, among the Englifh, a temporary 
influence over language that would amaze 
one. The Duke of Buckingham's Rehcat- 
fal drove out of fafhionable company the 
filly phrafe of Egad and all that ; andl have 
been told that Dryden's Sir Martin cleared 
the elegant tables of their then favourite in- 
tercalation Injine^ Sir. NeW ones meahwhile 
fpring up every day, like thefe, dully to take 
their turn and be forgotteil, to the do fmaJl 
incumbrance of converfation, and fatigue of 
one's ear ; for living, as Collins faid, under 
thfe dominion of a word, whether sfiNTl-* 
jiiENT, or rage^ or bore^ ox pledge one5felf\ 
or whatever abfurdity determines choice, 
muft furely be a defpicable mode of prov- 
ing our good breeding, which rather con- 
Ms in the art of banifhing fuch pedantry 

than 
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than inviting it. Indeed the pedantry of a 
drawing-room is no lefs ofFenfive than that 
of a college, or an army coiFee-houfe, or a 
merchant's compting-houfe ; — all are tedious 
and difgraceful, and fhould be fwept away. 
Let the players fet the example, and, by re- 
forming the defpicable cant of their green- 
rooms, fliew themfelves fit to mend the foi- 
bles of the age. 

When the old poet Maynard came to 
Paris aJittle while before his death, what- 
ever he faid one night almoft when his 
friends and he met at a tavern^ fome or 
other of them cried out, Cc mot la neJl 
plus en ufage. Wearied at length with their 
fafliionable criticifms, he called for a fheet 
of paper, and wrote thefe verfes upon it 
impromptu : 

£n cheveux blancs il me faut done aller 
Comme un enfant tous les jours a I'ccole \ 
Que jc ferois fou d'apprendre \ parler, 
Lorfque la ihort vient m'oter la parole ! 

R 3 How 
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How fcnfclcfs were 1:^0 be carried along 
In grey hairs to your new modifli fchool t 

Sure death would a day fooner palfy my tongue^ 
Should it prove me f9 errant a fool. 



^ > ''. ■ ' .- ':i ■ »' 



*v . ''. 



• • »? 



SIGNS, PICTURES AT SHOP-DQORS, MARR^ 
TOKENS, PAINTED NOTICES THAT 
SOMETHING IS SOLD WITHIN. ' 






THE firft is the popular word for whs^ 
the others rather defcribe than exprqfj. 
.Swift . fays fqinewhat hgiftily, that wit andt 
fancy arc not eiriployed in any one article, 
fo much as in , the contriving of.siCN^s to 
hang before houfes^ I rathqr think that it 
requires fbme wit and fancy to explain the 
meaning of many yet unintelligible onesj 
though the Spe<9:ator, and • fince him ^ the 

Looker-on, in a paper foggefted by a friend, 

« 

have thrown much light upon the fubjeft; 

a verj; 
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a very trivial one to people like that friend 
capable of benefiting literature by things of 
greater importance. 

In the thirty-fecond number of the laft- 
mentioned paper, however, wt firft are in- 
formed that 'tis to the heraldic diftindlion of 
ihp neighbouring noblemen that we are 
obliged for the multitude of monfters— as 
4;he Red Lion, the Black Swan, Blue Boar, 
'&c. a SwaQxiable, a JBoar azure, a Lion gules, 
'^c. being the coat armour of fome man of 
-confequence 4n the neighbourhood* This is 
Hfo true, that. the Harcourt Arm«, 'the Pem- 
4>roke and Marlborough Arms arc even now 
•Jiung as SIGNS in th? vicinage of Blenheim, 
Wilton, or Nuneham. The Green Man is 
however an ^exception : he is I believe an al- 
Jufion to Bold Rohin Hood ; md if the fize 
•of the pidure admits. Little John is com- 
monly vifible in the perfpedive. The Twq 
Maidens at or near Kennel worth, one with 
41 fed rofe, and I think dreffed in pink too ; 

R 4 the 
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the other with a white rofe, are apparently 
the Princefles Mary and Elizabeth, fet up 
by fome wife fellow, who refolved to enter- 
tain the partifans of both families at his 
houfe, if poffible. Signs and tokens of 
every fort, however, are going out^ in pro- 
portion as literature comes in. Formerly 
brothers or friends, married and fettled 
in different and diftant provinces, fent 
TOKENS to each other, as proofs of their 
yet continued exiftence and welfare ; but 
now the conveyance of letters by regular 
pofts is eftabliihedy fuch marks are ren- 
dered unneceflary. The cuftom, however, 
ilill obtains in Poland, I uhderftand, and is 
icarcely worn out in Moravia. Signs it 
elegant traders' will very foon be ov^ df 
cuftom, I fee plainly. Brewers were wont 
to fet up an Anchor or a Peacock, 6^. but 
they are fallen into difufe j and I r^calle^t 
rio sipN at any banker s now, unlefs the 
^ r^hree Squirrels ftill fland tft yigw at Tem- 
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pie Bar j which, from the analogy perhaps 
between that hoarding animal ai;id a moneys* 
dealer's fhop, may have been longer preferv* 
ed than the reft. 'Tis now growing familiar, 
I obferve, to write the Prince's K^ad, or the 
White Lion, inftead of painting them j and 
fome would certainly be with difficulty rc- 
prefented to the eye, as a Nimble Nine- 
pence, which was nothing more, probably, 
than a little coin twirled about as the defig- 
nation of a gaming-houfe. The Round of 
Be^f at fome cook's fhop near St, Giles's 
tempted Cox the merry dancing-mafter, of 
facetious memory, when he faw thefe words 
under. Good boiled beef boi every day, to 
rub the top of the b out, fo that it ftood 
thus, not every day ; and the people did not 
know where to apply for their dinners ; fo 
looked them out another place for that pur- 
ppfe. 

jPious SIGNS too, as the Lamb and Stan- 
dard, 
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^ardjfrom a vcrfe in St. John's Apocalypfti^ 
the Dove and Mitre, which ftill remains at 
Hereford ; with the Nun and Crucifix^ &c. 
wear out every day, as religion grows more 
delicate and lefe fervent among us. The 
Hare running over the Heads of Three 
Nuns, which ufed to Hand at Charing Crofs, 
was manifeftly nothing more than bad fpell-r 
ing. Nuns of fome religious orders wear a 
»jiR cloth or cilice next theii^ ^fkin, for 

purpofea of mortification, and this article 
was fold at the linen-drapers', who furnifhr 
ed the whole of their drefs ; but the practice 
growing obfolete, I fuppofc, and the idea ftitt 
continuing of fome connexion betwixt a 
nun and a hmr ikin, -they t^iought it a 
jijIRE fkin, and fet . up the figure of that 
animal accordingly. 

Enough on this fynonymy of signs and 
MARKS and TOKENS at Jloop-doors^ whenc^ 
they will fooip be banifhed, I believe. iUnder 

thft 
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.^he article symbol much wiU occu?: of fc-. 
rious matter swmfitd by yifibl^ ripUR?5:i 

Of ARKS, and TOKENS^ 



*.'^' V 'v' » w » . • ' I m ' ' f' J ."ti ' J " 



&H-LY, IGNORANT, SENSELESS, 



ARE not fynonymous, except In the 
-mouths and opinions of fuch as are sense- 
JPESS by nature, or ignorant with regard 
'ito language^ Dr. Johnfgn nfed to fay, and 
4 have read it recorded ty fome of his bio- 
-graphers, that the heaping loads of Ut^a- 
i^ure on a head .i^nfiimiihed with the pros- 
-^ognita pf knowledge, a senseless foul, as 
he often called fuch people, was like fetting 

diamonds or other precious jewels in lead, 

yrhich could but obffure ^e luftre of the 

/ftone, and make the ppffefror alhamed on*t* 

Had he lived in Italy, this obfervatiow 

chad been loft j for as an[iQn|; pm: countrymen 

may 
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may be found many men of very mean and 
limited powers, who yet are excellently 
taught, and for that reafon far from igno- 
rant, although SILLY enough on occafions 
where no fcience comes in play, and mat- 
ters of mere common fenfe are made the 
fubje<9ts of converfation— fo in Italy, where 
little cultivation is thought neceflary, 'tis 
exceedingly rare to hear a gentleman or 
lady difgrace thenxfelves by a senseless 
or weak manner, either of acting or of 
Jjpeaking, however ignorant they may 
prove of what we Englifh confider as al- 
moft indifpenfable literature^— »the know- 
ledge of our own tongue, for example, and 
fo much of geography as may keep us from 
being told impoifibilities, and then laughed 
at. An inftance will contribute to explain 
my meaning, in thefe pofitions. 

The Spanifh ambaflador to our court in 
Charles the iSecond's time was accounted, 
andjuftly, a man of large capacity, deep 

politick 
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political thiJEiking^ adlive in bufinefs, and, in 
a word, far too cunning for our thoughtlefs 
monarch's couhfcllors to cope with;, but 
although nothing lefs than silly, he fet 
thofe o'laughing at his ignorance to 
wh^m he Was hiiiifelf fuperior in parts and 
judgment, when the Royal Society being 
<kfirous of putting in practice Torricelli's 
experiments, thought the Peak of Teneriffe 
a good place to prove their efficacy, and 
deputed two members to folicit from his 
.tecellency Idtters of recommendation for 
the Canary Ifles. The ambaflador mean- 
time, never doubting but that their intention 
w:as to fetch away wine, not knowledge, 
. enquired what quantity they propofed bring- 
ing home ; to which when the deputies re- 
plied, that their bufinefs was only to weigh 
the air upon the mountain's top, he drove 
them from his houfe like madmen, and ran 
himfelf to Whitehall, crying out that feme 
o-azy Englifhmen had infulted his avoca- 
tion, 
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tieiip and begged pfermiffion to weigh the 
Air in his m^fter'b dominions^ — a^ if filth 
things Wefe poffible; Charles knd his btoa 
ther, Who i^ert no mean philofophers; coii-a 
tealed, from good breeding, their contempt 
of this iGNORANir Spaniard; but the im- 
poffibility of weighing dir fooh became 4 
hack jole atnoiig the cdurtiers to divert the' 
king in private* But why look fo far 
back? An intelligent nobleman from the 
Gorftinenr afked me not more, than feven 
y^ars ago, where thartMr* Londini lived,.. 
that made fo many and fo good' muficaii 
inftruments, particularly the pianO e forte^, 
which always bore his namfc- in front. Thfe 
was being fomewhat behind hand with 
the reft of naankiiid, no dotibt, yet was 
there no intellectual weaknefs difcoverabli, 
but the contrary ; and a man lefs siLl4' 
Or SENSELESS thati h6 have 1 not oftett 
known. 

Qf Englifh fim^plicify fcombinfed*^ wiih 
7 . found 
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ibiKi'd'j earning, numberlefs examples crowd 
about one's remembrance, and prefs: for tha 
place of diftindion. The firft that prefents 
itfelf is that of a gentleman eminent for 
claffic knowledge, a capital orientalift, and 
a- perfon to whom the laft rehited ftory will 
be moft welcome if he reads- it« Returning 
from India once, He fhewed me a curious 
gem given him by fome prince of the coun- 
try^, its colour a rich heavy green, ite 
thicknefs aftonifhing,^ and the degree of 
trtofparenc)^^ vifible in fo folid a body-^-^ 
wonderful. I admired its uncommon beao- 
ty and value, and loft fight of the pofleflbr 
for three or four years ; at the end of which 
time chance threw us once more into the 
fame aflembly-room, but in a different part 
of Europe. I hoped his gem was fafe. 
Oh yes ! replied my countryman^ 'tis cut 
iato a ring now, and has half ruined m« 
in paying fof the inftruments it broke di>ir- 
ing the operation j. for, continued he,- 'tis 

vCTy 
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Very nestf a diamond itfelft but we fplit it 
up at laft, and I made fuch a jeweller — 
naming him — engrave a figure on it, that 
it might be interefting. What figure ? faid 
I anxioufly* Why, 'faith, madam, I cannot 
tell ; I have fcarce looked at it fince ; but 
it was what the goldfinith thought pro- 
per — for there fhould be fomcthing on a 
ring, you know. Was not this condud 
and mode of reafoning senseless ? Doc- 
tor Johnfon's ftory cf a young woman he 
once knew, who laid by the bones off her 
own plate at dinner, when fhe had been 
eating chicken, to feed a friend's horfe 
whom fhe expeded to call in the evening, 
ufed to furnifh us matter of difpute. I 
thought her an ideot^ while he contended 
that fhe was only ignorant of what a 
milliner's 'prentice had no means of know- 
ing. She did not betray fymptoms of folly 
in her bufmefs, faid he, nor yet dream of 
laying up oats and hay to feed the lap-dog 

—-how- 
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— however {he might miftake the nature of 
an animal who came little in her way, an4 
might be carnivorous for aught ihe had op- 
portunity to obferve. Something however 
miift, I believe, have been radically and 
from the beginning defe<flive in a mind fo 
SENSELESS, that it could not at the age of 
twenty years procure to itfelf better' infor- 
mation than this. 



3C 
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TO SLIP, TO SLIDE. 



THESE verbs are fo very clofely allied, 
that foreigners will be in perpetual danger 
of choofing the wrong ; yet like reafon and 
inftin^, as Mr. Pope fays, they are 

For ever feparatCi yet for ever near. 

The ■ fTnonymy is by no means exa£t, 
TOL. II. S and 
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and thofe who are not attentive may be 
cafily led to slip, or to make a slip — for fo 
a flight error is often called in Englifh; but 
fhould you in that very cafe fay fuch a per- 
fon has made a slfde, all would laugh ; 
only becaufe in figurative language the laft 
word is feldom ufed in a bad fenfe ; andl 
though Thomfon does bid the ladies take 
care of their sliding hearts oddly enough, 
it would not be borne in converfation. In 
its diredt fenfe too, natives know inftindiive- 
ly the quantity of meaning each word bears, 
and the mofl: illiterate mother bids her little 
boys take care not to slip down, when 
they go purpofely o'sliding on the ice : 
although fhe may not have feen the French 
epigram upon fome young men fkaiting : 

Sur un mince cryftal I'hyver conduit Icurs pas, • 

Le precipice eft: fous la glace : 
Telle eft de nos plaifirs la legere furface, 

Gliffez, mortek ! n'appuyez pas. 

Thus 
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i 



Thus o'er the dapgerous gulf belo^'. 

Is plcafure's s;-ippery furface fpread \ 
On tender fteps with caution go. 

They fooneft fink who boldeft tread. 

And 'tis no incurious or ufel^fs refledipn 
to obferve hpw from this uncertain opera- 
tion—this SLIPPING of one foiooth body 
over another — the ftudy of mechanics has 
found out the. fecret to draw our moft infal- 
lible and pcrfe<3: method of gauging, mea- 
furing, &c. without any ailiftance from 
compafles ; merely by the sliding of one 
part of an inftrumcnt againft another— while 
atiQ fuperincejus radens^ in Everard's famous 
machine, gives the anfwer on a marked 
rule to men no way fkilled I fuppofe in 
mathematics j a common cxcifeman being 
able to tell upon infpeftion the contents 
of a calk of whatever magnitude, to an 
cxadtnefs that would puzzle a philofopher. 
On thefe occafions wonder is the natural 
confequence of inexperience, nay, the pro- 

S 2 per 
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p^ confequence ; for blockheads only tvUI 
fail to be furpriltd when they fee an efFed 
produced without an apparently adequate 
caufe* And here, although I may juftly be 
charged vjixhjbifting my ground and SLII>- 
ING away from the fubjed, I cannot for- 
bear relating a ftory, which, if it has not al- 
ready got into print, may ferve to fhow the 
juft amazement of favage nations at Eu- 
ropean ingenuity. — An Englifh gentleman 
walked into the woods of America with a 
friend, taking as a guide with them how- 
ever an Indian youth. In the courfe of the 
day's amufement they feparated,. and one 
of them finding fome curious fruit or ber- 
ries, fent them to his companion by the 
lad, with a note of their number traced by 
his pencil on a bit of paper. Some being 
loft on the way, he who received the pre- 
fent reprimanded the bringer for eadng or 
lofing them, and drove him back for more. 
The gentleman fent him again with the 

number 
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number marked on the note, which proved 
the boy had played the fame trick with this 
iecond parcel as with the firft, and pro- 
cured him a new fcolding. The Indian 
now fell on hisjknees, and kifled the paper; 
which, fays he, I found out was a witch or 
conjurer the firft time ; — but now he has 
proved his power fupematural indeed, be« 
caufe he tells that which be did not fee : for 
when I flung away thefe laft berries for ex« 
peiriment: fake, I took care to slip the note 
finder afione^ that it might not know what 
was pafling* 



<9S« 



SLOPE, DECLIVITY. 



. ' • i 



MANKIND having obferved, no doubt, 
how beautiful nature is in her fpontaneous 
undulations; how graceful is the slope, 
and how elegant the declivity ; thought 

S 3 they 



i€t BRITISH SYKONYMYi 

*hcy ^ould cmbeffifh their inclofurcs with 

*rtifiekl iriii'tbttich of fuch charms, and corr- 

* * • . 

trived the terrice built upotf a SLOPE 5ti the 

^ry tei-J^-days of bi^ldteg and hortknili 

, ■ • ■ . . 

hire. ' ' Semirimis's harij^rig gardens ar6 an 
inftancc of thfef amufemteht s antiquity ; the 
^A?f/> in fortifieation affords daily prbof of 
its uftfohftffe, •'while thcjli^p'try turf betrays 
the affaUants to their ruitf , ind well tjeferves 
Its fizme ;'^icii fliould hot be corifbiinded 

• -r 

-%nlhiliatof ituiiietfcdrf; this laft' rdatmg 
merely to iJiVpomted fhape or form of the 
glacis ; and is taken from ^ woman Vifhoei 
or clog ; contra fcarpa. So fafhionabic 
were thefq acclivities m our own pleafure- 
grounds, fo^ty years ago, that we find Pope 
ridiculing them in his admirable Epiftle 

- - • ■ . sat ^ ' *••■ -^^ • • **^ 

upon Tafte ; ' 



J r- •' 

M..I * 



And when w^ tsct\S^ei^jp&p£ts |^pu'ye ^rpgg'd youi tlui^hs^ 
Juft at; his ftudy-door he'll blefs your eyes, ^ 

Such petverfenefs was weH exploded j 

and 
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Vnd a more pleating though le& elaborate 
'imitation of nature called in to fupply its 

* « 

^lace. The Ifola Bella tipon Lago Maggiore^ 
'hotwithftanding, owes its peculiar beauties 
to a fimilar conftru£tion of terrace and turf- 
afccnt ; nor can any difpofition of ground 
.produce an cfFed: equally flxiking and lovely 
-r-fo certain is it that we fhould 

• • • 

■ Confult the genius of the place in all ; 

« 

iior haftily condemn an ornament, which^ 
though incapable of embellilhing one fpot, 
may yet increafe tl;ie /elegance of another: — 
the lefs haftily fhould we condemn this, as 
it is generally thought a line laid^ 






.V 



' SLOPING OR OBLIQUELY 



MAY be confidered as more beautiful 
per Jc than ^ ftraight one. We leave the 

S 4 waving 
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waving or curve line, emphatically acknow- 
ledged, fince Hogarth's time, as the precifc 
line of grace, out of the queftion ; indeed 
neceflarily, becaufe though SLOPiNO it is 
not OBLiQUj:, 

EXAMPLE. 

The fun's path (as the Zodiac is popu- 

> 

larly called) defcribes that eminently per- 
fe£t line whofe curve is confidered by Ho- 
garth as effential to true beauty, whilft the 
angle that line makes with the equator 
is juftly called the obliquity of the 
ecliptic, i*hich fome authors — Chevalier de 
Louville in particular— wifli to believe di- 
miniflies perpetually. — Had his calculation 
of half a minute loft every fifty years been 
exad, however, our fphere would have 
been no longer an oblique one ^ and we 
who inhabit the temperate zones would 
no longer have experienced the inequality 
of nights and days. 



SLY, 
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SLY, ARTFUL, CUNNING, CRAFTY, INSIDIOUS* 

KNOWING. 



THESE odious adjedives, alike defcrip* 
tive of one mean perfection, are furely not 
fer -from an cxaft fynonymy. Yet the 
truly ARTFUL man, whofc long pra£tice 
mdkes him an adept In the crooked paths 
which lead to the temple of this left-hand- 
ed wifdom, will not only be crafty in 
his deep-laid defigns to arrive there, but 
cunning enough to conceal his intention 
offtartingat all, and insidious to catch 
and overthrow his competitors in the race, 
by keepings at a diflance perhaps, and 
watching the others* fall vnth what Milton 
fo finely terms sly circumfpedion, when 
he defcribes Satan as the original inventor 
0i thefe qualities, found by him efficacious 

to 
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to obtain our firft parents' ruin. Thofc 
who by legerdemain bcft pack the cards, 
however, are often moft unfkilful at the 
game ; and I have read in fome old Englifli 
author, that the cunning fellow's mind 
ia^ like an lU-built houfe ; full iof '<t6nyfenient 
clofcts, and fecret paflages, with -excellent 
back-ftairs ; but never a good room oi hand* 
fome entrance.. ."Dodtor Goldfinitb, in \m 
charming Vicar .of. Wakefield, fays, the 
KNOWING one appears to him the foolifh* 
eft bldekhead of all, when his life and fyf- 
tern come to be reviewed : He tricks his ho- 
neft neighbour once o'year at the fair, yet 
is always himfelf leading a life of anxiety 
tod efcape — dying at laft probably in fome 
prifon ; while the fatmer he cl^jpated grows 
rich, and' happy, and fat, and 'gives good 
portions to his family, without having ufed 
any arts but induftry, or fludied inven- 
tions except how to pay his debts pundu- 
3 ally, 
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.ally, and buy goods at the beft market. 

•TThc^word knowing is however a vulgar 

oac, as it belongs to a pedantry in :ufe 

aq;jong gamqfters, horfe-jopkeys, &c. _ . 



* ■ t 

• • • 



*■' tf* ■ , ■ .;„ r 'HT,:', ' ' 'T =c 



SNEAKINO* GROUCHING, SERVILE j MEANLY 

QEISEQUIOUS, , 



. * i •» .' 



\ . ■ '. 



IN thefe fynonymes, as in fome few 

• ■■•"■'« 

othc;rs, we fhall find that although jthe 
woprds of claflic derivation are neateft and 
moft elegant, the Saxon ones carry a 
ftrongcr energy ^nd bolder expreffion.— 
Pope chpofes the meaner word for that very 

reafon, in his pqcni to Lord Oxford, where 

'•J . ' ' ' . " 

he fays. 

When Intereffcaffd ofF^H her sifffeAKiNG train. 
And all the obliged defert-^and all the vain. 

Sehvile 
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Servile would have been too foft to ex- 
prefs his juft indignation at a condudl ex« 
perienced hj many people befides Harley, 
the nation's great fupport^ as the poets de- 
lighted to call him. Many fefntences, mean- 
time, might be contrived to call thefc ad- 
verbs very clofe together without imputa- 
tion of tautology, were we to fay that thofe 
SNEAKING half-negleded flatterers that 
cling round all who have either fortune or 
power, hoping by mean obsequious- 
ness to obtain their favour, are ever firft 
and likelieft to carry their servile talents 
to another houfe, when they fee that £hut 
up, which once was open to receive and 
entertain them as friends. He too who 
frights ^ whole family by his vehemence, 
and tyrannizes over a fickly wife, and poor 
dependant fifter, who marrying ill in her 
early youth came back a widow in five 
years, with two babies deftitute of provi- 

fion. 
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fion, and is forced to cukivate a crouch- 
ing temper, to procure from this wretch 
a precarious fubfiftence — is probably, when 
you have followed him to another table, 
the mod servile admirer of fome haugh- 
ty demagogue, head of his party, who 

Bawl for freedom in their fenfelefs mood^ 

as Milton fays ; and, while they exert the 
fevereft difcipline in their own families, 
profefs an ardent love of liberty ; defiring 
however, as it fhould feem, nothing much 
more or better than the power of exerting 
rough rule^ though they will not fubmit to 
endure even the gentleftyw^jry. 



SOIL, 
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SOIL, EARTH, GROUND, 



ARE not fynonymous. Wc fay the wifeft 
man now on earth, not on ground, be- 
caufe we mean of the whole earth col- 
ledively when fpeaking thus in hyperbole. 
Yet foreigners will immediately recollej3; 
Pope's verfes, which run perfedly right too, 

as contradidtory to my affertion : 

Led by her hand, he faunter'd Europe round. 
And gather'd every vice onChriftian ground. 



Here, however, is no conttadidlion j tis 
hyperbolical certainly, but the ground is 
pointed out When we fay. Such a country 
is our native soil, 'tis always half in a figu- 
rative fenfe, as if we GREfV there, and could 
not, like fome vegetables, bear tranfplanta- 
tion. The word is peculiarly energetic in the 

mouth 
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mouth and from the charafter of Eve, whofc 
inexperience calls forth all our tendernefs, 
when fhe exclaims, 

Muft I then leave thee, Paradife ! 
Thee, native soil ! 

Thofe who are fpeaking with agrlcoUfts 
will obferve, that soil is the word in ufc 
when we defcribe the nature of its two fy- 
nonymes, improperly fo called: but they 
who pay juft attention to man's original 
and proper employment, know that when 
they till the ground, various kinds of 
SOILS are prefented to their examination, 
among which that we call loam is fuppofed 
to poflefs the properties of real and ge- 
nuine EARTH above all the reft; and 'tis 
obferved, I think, that the fuperftrata are 
commonly moft excellent in hot countries, 
the fubftrata in cold. 

Saxont^ fo named perhaps from its 
numerous and beautiful precious Jiones^ 
though lying north, contains a wonderful 

quantity 
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quantity of phlogifton below, to compenfatc 
for thofc clear frofts which pinch the fur- 
face of the EARTH in that diftrift ; and one 
of the brighteft gems I ever beheld was 
found in a much colder climate ftill — La 
Terra di Labrador. This curiofity was fhewn 
me in the Emperor's mufeum, where the 
gentleman who accompanied us about, took 
the kind pains to inform me of the fa£t and 
reafon; faying, he doubted not but the 
SOIL there, meaning near Hudfon's Bay, 
might by dint of cultivation produce much 
riches; and what I fhall have the honour 
to tell you concerning France is (continued 
he) worth your remembering — that where 
the fuperficies of the GROUND is fo fine and 
fertile, the fubftrata deny all reward to the 
toils of us deep fellows, in a manner not to 
be credited but by thofe who are fkilled in 
the nature of earth and its various pro- 
perties : the reafon, he added, at leaft the 
immediate reafon, is want of neceffary phlo- 
gifton. 



' , 



.-*. 
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lamb without blemHh was typical in like 
manner of our redemption by the blood of 
Jefu8 ; and perhaps it may one day be 
found — for TYPES are no types till what 
they prefigure is embodied by time — that 
Chrift's injundions to prevent his apoftles ' 
ftruggling for the higheft places at a feaft, 
meant to contain a typical fhadowing 
out of what is now realizing among the 
churches they founded, where 'tis methinks 
fomewhat loudly faid to the once haughty 
Romanifts, — Give this man place ; — and they 
do aftually and literally begin witbjhame to 
pike the lower room. Of emblems facred 
and profane there is no end ; every prayer- 
book exhibits the ox, the eagle, the man, 
and the lion, as attendants on the four 
Evangelifts j nor does even a fign-painter 
or a houfe-painter in London negle£t, when 
he fets up Saint Luke at his door, to place 
the ox's head at his right hand—^all^ough 
he may not be aware perhaps, tfcat thefe 
VOL. ii» U animals 
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animals were orlgioaally the old EMMLuiLi 
%f which trere diftinguiflied the four prxn-r 
eipal tribes among the Jews; Jbdah, Reu^ 
ben, Ephraim, and Dan. Thefe fame 
Beafts^ b^fidcy we may ebferve drawing the 
myftlc chariot feen in rifion by Ezekiel^ 
chapfc. i. ver. lo; and Chriftians adopted? 
them, rfoubflefs, becaufe the fame ereatm-es 
wfete exhibited in the Ifle of Pataios to 
Saint John, as he tells us — ^Vid. Apoca^^ 
Ijrpfe, chap. iv. ven 7. The republic of 
Vi6nice ftill venerates the winged lion as an 
iMBLEk of San Marco, but ft Waa from^ 
DoHSbr Johnfon that I learned Ae Ibllow-^ 
itig . Vferfcs upon the futgeCt ;. he faid they 
We^re Very ancient^, and very imperfe^-— ^ 
but bid Ai^ write them thus : 

Hie Matthcus agens hominem gcneralitcr impkt j-. 

Marcus in alta fremit, vox pet deferta Iconis^ 
Jura^ facerdotis, Lucas tenet ore juvenci, 
*Bio>e vofens aquite Verbo petit aftra Johtoiiteii 



u 
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tn thtfk latter (kys the t^^ fof EKf^ 
fcLSMS and emblematical SeViCSS, Whieh 
lire all of orietital original, is ^ien icfto 
decay from the merfe propagation of Tit«a* 
ture-, a8 beacons sire uleldls in a t^'oad nocMS:^ 
daj fun i the laft I !iecofie€t was 'when, the 
fettious witty Lord Chefterfield •W'as feiit 
ambaffadbr to ft^me foreign toutt, I foirget 
whichi — The hoUfetiian Envoyl dt Lvuit 
^invse it the fam« place, being railed tipon 
for i healthy drank that of his ntafter nndef 
fte EMBLEM tof thie fun — taken by his pre- 
deceffor— ^The feeneof our jftbry is l^d it a 
public feaft)— ^en the Riiflian fhindlng up 
begged leave to toaft his eraptefs tindet the 
jfeittBLEM of a rifmg moott. Next came Great 
JBritain iii turn j and it was theft LoM Che!^ 
terfield, though nnaccuftotoed to fuch de- 
vices, fllewed his pfomptnefs of invention^ 
Iby facying teadily, Fll give you, gentlemen, as 
tny king's emblem, then, Jofbua the Uadcr 

U2 ^ 
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i^Heavefis cbofen hofty at wbofe command the 
fun and moon Jlopptd in the midji of their carecfM 
How ingenious that reply was, and how 
a*propos, time has fhown ; it has fhewa 
too, how upon the very Place de Caroufelj 
fb named from the caroufals and pageants 
made by Lewis the Fourteenth in honour of 

his then favourite miftrefs Mademoifelle de 

» ... , 

la Valiere, his haplefs fucceflbr was hooted, 
^ifuited, cannonaded, purfued to death, 
and fpfiered though innocent, to convince 
mankind that the hand of the Lord is not 

• ■ 

Shortened,, as fays the Scripture. How little 
does the prefent day of perturbation and dif- 
trefs, confufion and - perplexity, in Paris, 
refemble thofc moments of triumph, when 
. her proud monarch, after mortifying the 
Pope, and.mairacring the puritans, fat on 
his triumphal car, with his new imprese 
the fun glowing at the back on't j arid, dif- 

miffing the old Bourbon legenda, Orbi honus^ 

took 
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took that which offended all' Europe to re- 
p^at, viz. Necpluribus impar ; and on which 
Benferade made thefe verfes : 

^0 His Majefty of France reprefenting the Sun. 

Jt doute qu'on le prennc avcc vous fur Ic ton 

De Daphne ni de Phaeton, 
Lui trop ambitieux, elle trop inhumaine ; 
n n'eft point la de piege ou vous puiffiez donner 

Le moyen de s'iipaginer 
^u*unc femme vous fuit, ou (ju*un homme vous 
mine ! 

Nor Phaeton's raflinefs, nor Daphne's cold pride. 
Will dare in the train of this pageant to follow. 

Since what hero would venture your chariot to guide, 
What female would fly from our modern Apollo ? 

And fo certain is it that all thefe g^eties 
had for their objed the diverfion of La 
Valiere, and the quieting her confcience to 
a temporary repofe, that Prior, who was 
witnefs to fome of them, records in his So- 
loqiQn many gaudy amufements given by 

U3 that 
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th4t caftern monarch to Abra^ maft of whiclj 
If^ere copies from what he had himfelf witt 
nefTod of the f reach king's gallantries au4 
glories, when he fays 

I court her various in each (hape and drefs. 
That luxury cstn form, or tafte exprefs. 

*» 

With !»egard to' the other two wprds of 
our fynonymy, signs and fiouiies, moft 
oriental writings, and in particular the Holy^ 
Scriptures, are found full of them. The 
woman in the Revelations, who fits upon ^ 
fcarlet-coloured beaft, is gxprefsly faid to bq 
that great city which reigneth oyer the 
kings of the earth — a difcrimination that 
could agree only with Rome at that period^ 
chap. xvii. vcrfe i8. This is a figure i 
fo was the Roman eagle in vifion to EfdraSjj 
Ifook II. chap. x(. and xiL where the rer 
public— *with the voice progeeding from he© 
ii^ify not her bead^^the empire under the 
twelve C?^«^ ^d the papacy ^-^th triply 

crown^ 
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crown, are clearly figured out and ex- 
plained. But the rainbow in Gienefis* is ^ 
SIGN promifed by God as an everlafting 
•TOKEN that he will no more drown the 
world ; but that, whilft earth remains, feed* 
time and harveft, and cold and heat, fum- 
mer and winter, and day and night fhall 
•jiot ceafe. Vid. Genefis, chap. viii. verlfe 
^ a J and chap. ix. verfe 1 5. In confequencie 
of this, when Jefus's difciples (Matt, xxiv.) 
defire tp know what fhall be the sign of 
his return, and of this world's final deftina- 
|ion — our JLord confirms the faying of the 
Old Teftament, and adds — (although he tells 
them how the fim fhall be darkened, and 
the moon fhall not give her light, with 
Other dreadful occurrences) — that as the 
days of Noe were, fo fhall the coming of 
ihe Son of Man be ; for as in the time ef 
Noe they were eating and drinking, m^rry-- 
•ing and giving in marriage, till the Flood 
came and took them all away, fo fhall it be 

U 4 that 
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that our Saviour's fecond coming will equal- 
ly furprife and take men unawares. Now 
one would fuppofe that utterly impofliblc, 
were fuch truly unequivocal signs as thefe 
literally to precede his approach ; the world's 
end muft then be apparent to the moft ftu- 
pid of mortals, and believed by the moft 
incredulous: but fliould thefe tokens be 

FIGURATIVE and EMBLEMATICAL, fliould 

thofe empires and monarchies who take the 
fun and moon for their emblems be dark- 
ened, and diminifhed, and turned into 
blood: fliould Mr. Fleming's manner of ex- 
plaining the judgments upon France be 
found as ingenious as his calculations have 
hitherto appeared to be accurate j the pow^ 
crs from Heaven may indeed be fhaken^ 
and all the signs promifed by our Saviour 
himfelf, his prsecurfors and his followers, 
may come upon the earth, and yet his ar- 
rival be no l^fs fuddep and unprepared for 
—like a thief in the night — while fummer 

and 
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and winter, feed-time and harveft, may yet 
continue their uninterrupted courfe ; which 
could never be, methinks, were the third 
part' of the fun to be literally fmitten, fo 
that the day ftiine not. But thus have signs 
and FIGURES been always piiftaken ; while 
each pr^di^ed ^vent has failed not to ar« 
rive, yet ^ach efcaping notice at the mo* 
ment of its arrival ; for was it not thus 
with the Jews upon Meffiah's firft ap- 
pearance in the flefli ? — Every fcripture was 
cxadly fulfilled, but they perceived it not — 
So will it be again — for Heaven and Earth 
will at length pafs away ; but one tittle of 
that book we know will never pafe away* 



TALE, 
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^ALE, STORY, NOVEL, ROMANCE, * 



^^^rr 



ARE not fynonymous, though verynearn 
ly allied. A tale of l^te in conunon con* 
verfation fpems to imply a ftioit narrative, 
iDf which the te3s;ture is (light:, but the ap- 
plication neatly fitted, and the whole fhould 
?ilfo be related in eafy verfe ; 'tw fuperfluou$ 
to add that the adors fhould not be of the 
higheft or upper ranks pf lif<? — lefs ftill of 
heroic or fabulous race. Prior has written 
fpme adn^irable ones, but none which exhirs 
bit a reach of mind, and knowledge of 
manners, fuch as Mr. Pope difplaya, when, 
to relieve his readers from a rhyming feftj 
nion on the ufe of riches, he fays^ 

But you arc tir'd, I'll tell 51 tale. — Agreed, 

He does then proceed to tell the moft ex- 
cellent, the moft captivating to me of all 

TALES J 
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«j^ALES ; and often have I regretted that Ho. 
garth did not live to make a feries of print| 
from it, . as I well remember my father pro-» 
pofing to him, and his agreeing, upon my 
repeating the vcrfes, which he had never 
heard till then, but admired the moment her 
(iid hear. 

A mere story is in familiar acceptation 
always underftood, I think, to be told in proie. 
Jts merit is firft a happy choice^ plenitude 
pf incident without cpr^fufion, 2^nd of adven- 
ture without grofs improbability, becaufe 
pf the old precept increduluji odL Among 
the crowds of stories related for our dai-r 
ly amufement, I k^ow none which poflefc 
fes thefe peculiar charms in equal degree 
with the firft volume of Mif^ Lee's Recefs, 
for whether it be, as Doctor Johnfon faid, 
that our minds comprehtnd few of life's 
poffibilities, or whether it be that life itfelf 
fiffords little variety, every one who has 
tri^d can tell h^W n^uch labour it will coft 



o 
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to form a combination of circumftances, or 
STORY, fo as to have at once all the graces 
of novelty and credibility, and delight fan- 
cy without immediate violence* to reafon^.—- 
The old ROMANCES fhocked belief much 
Icfe when they were firft written than they 
do now, when daily manners ihiHtatfi 
againft every page j but chivalry was once 
faflilonable enough to make their wildeftr 
exploits only juft improbable among plain 
people, as the Recefs is at this moment ;— 
while, as Sir Philip Sydney exprefles it, 
** Man*s high-ercfted thoughts were then 
feated in a heart of courtefy,** and the hel- 
met wa$ hung out at the hall-door, as an en- 
fign of hofpitality j while e^ry knight was 
fure of a reception, every fair lady certain of 
defence ; when V" amour de Dieu et des Dames 
was the modifh ftudy, interrupted perhaps 
by Perceforeft, or books of a like tendency, 
^mong noble readers — till induftry and 
commerce coming forward, ran their level- 
% . ling 



1 
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Hng plough over the high-f aifed ranks' of 
fixiety^ and made eveti that delightful^ 
that exquifit€ novel The Female Quixote, 
fjlmofl obfoletcf. The novelli/l indeed^ who 
copies after manners merely^ as Burney^ 
Fielding, SmoUet, and a long etca^tefai 
muft content their love of fame with a K-> 
mited exiltence, and muft be fatisfied with 
old age — not expedling immortality— like 
portraits drefled according to the fafhion 
of the day, where the refemblatice is 
ftrengthehed by it at firft ; but fade^ a Way 
gradually with change of tiitaej, and cuf- 
toms,^ till to that very drefs the jpidure 
owes its ruin. Richardfon, RoufTeau, and 
Sterne meantime, to whofe powerai of 
piercing, or foothing, or tearing the. human 
heart, all imitation of manners becomes 
fecondary — even adventure and combina- 
tion of STORY fuperfluous — will continue 
to be wondered and wept over while lan- 
guage lives to record the names of Clarifla, 

Julie, 
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}ttlie, AhA Le Fevre. So Idl, and fdt wilt 
cVer laft the fteti of Annibal C*racd, Atf 
Sigifmunda di FurinOj and Giiido^s Ttndc^ 
Mother watching her expiHng infant al 
Bologna. Another clafs there is of writers 
iR^LO delight not in difrobed meaning, f6 
Wta^p it in a fidkion. We calt thefe moral| 
or political) or mythological romances | 
tnd bert^ aftef the grieat nanaes of Feneloa 
tod Johnfbn, who purchafed jttft praife by 
las Prince of Abyflinia) as this Bilhop by 
kis Telemaqite) come in Sir Charles Ram^ 
ley, and the learned Cornelia Knight. < Hii 
ttavels of Cyrus, and her Marcus Flaminius^ 
*re books which all who read admire ; and 
«M who negleft^ to read, lofe much inftru^ 
tien j^d delight* 



^ 
I 



TASTE^ 
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Taste, iNtEtLKcruAL relish, nice pEiL^ 
CEPxroN OE Excellence* ttut discern. . 

MENt. 



-UriMMMk 



THE firft IS the thie word, Ivhich ift 4 

I 

Ibreath cxprefles what all the reft, although 
fynonymous, defcribe by circumlociitioft. — 
The firft is the word profaned by fe many 
coxcombs, who repeating opiniotis frbm men 
wifer than thfemfelves, profefs a taste fdf 
what they do not even underftand — poetry, 
painting, or the beauties of nature, which \i$ 
the peculiar province of poets and painters to^ 
defcribe. Italians havfe, however, littl6 need 
ef counfel here : they never, I think, pf etend 
to have a taste for any thing they do not 
lincerely delight in, and have no notion of 
Valuing themfelves oh their nice peroeI?- 
^lONS of Rafaelle's exeelterice^ or Petrarch''^ .. 
fbhnets ; and ihey wonder tatidhalty enough 
]^W EhgKfhmefe bett>Hift endowed • Vith 
.7 . fuch 
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fuch fine discernment of matters which 
depend exceedingly upon habits of life, on 
cufloms peculiar to every country : they do 
not think it neceflary to admire Pope or 
Shakefpeare as a proof of their taste, and 
they are in the right. Pope gives them no 
real pleafure as a poet ; and they think truly 
enough, that, as a moralift, Seneca gives 
better precepts. Shakefpeare is intelligible 
to them only in the parts they like leaii. A 
man with bad eyes looking at a pidure of 
Rembrandt, is on the footing of a foreigner 
reading our hiftorical plays— r Whatever is 
brightly illuminated, fays he, feems coarfe, 
and the reft I cannot difcern. A Britiih 
reader, were he equally honeft, would con- 
fefs that Dante he does not underftand, and 
that Petrarch gives back to his mind flo 
image of his own, but one as romantic and 
grotefque as that of Amadis de Gaul ; where 
the love, is no more unnatural (as he would^ 
call it)) »n4 the adventures more diverting. 

ATufcaa 
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A Tufcan meantime is entertained by the 
one; and enchanted by the other, only be- 
caufe he underflands and feels both, as we 
underftand the Dunciad and feel the invo- 
cation — Oh for a mufe of fire! &c. even 
into our very bones* 

Confult the genius of the place in all. 

I 

'Tis folly to fix any other criterion of true 
TASTE; for although many people from 
many places may agree in praife of one 
poet, one painter, one ftyle in mufic, drefs, 
or gardening — 'tis ftill fome accident direSs 
the congrefs, becaufe, on a ftridl fcrutiny, 
you wrill find all their opinions inftindively 
different. National character admits modi- 
fication doubtlefs^ yet is it never altered 
fundamentally; you fee the indelible im- 
preflion made by the hand of nature at the 
beginning, fcarce ever totally effaced. Laws 
may unite kingdoms ia one common in-^ 
tereft, 

But minds will ftill look back to their own choice; 

V0L> II, X nor 
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nor can adventitious circumftances dcftroy 
the germ of difference. This geim is moft 
Tifible in taste, I think, A Scot or French- 
man will no more think like the Englifhman 
within thirty miles of whom he was born 
and bred, than will the fait of one plant be 
miftaken for that of another growing clofc 
to it, even after they have both been tor- 
tured into various forms and fhapes by the 
operations of chymiftry. 

Even from the tomb the voice of nature cries. 
Even in our aflies live their wonted fires. 



The native of a warm climate delights to 
loiter in a vaft but trim garden,, where a 
full but gentle river glides flowly down a 
broad green flope, into a dark oblivious: 
lake at the bottom, almoft without appear- 
ing to difturb it j while fuch a tranquil fcene 
fooths the fufpended faculties of reafori,, and 
induces a difpofition towards calming all 

reillefft 
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Jfeftlefs thoughts from the confideratlon of 
Timers eternal flux — and the fweet verfc 



Labitur et labctur in omnc volubilis aevuni 



is the onljr poetry capable of deepening the 

impreflion of fuch a landfcape. 

• - - • .•-•■■ 
Meantime Mr. Gilpin would foori tell us, 

and tf uly too, that the charadteriftic beauty 
of a waterfall is not its gloffy fmoothnefs :— • 
** no; a rapid ftream broken by rocks,'* fays 
he, " and forcing its way through them with 
impetuous and ill reftrained fury, is the inter- 
efting feature in a fcene removed from mor- 
tal .tread,- A cafcade like that defcribed but 
now, has no merit at all ; the lake would 
be better without it, and every painter would 
be of my opinion/' He would no doubt, 

f «... 

Mn Gilpin ; biit the inhabitant of that warm 
climate I was mentioning, did not retire 
there with an intent to paifii the view,- but 
to e^Joy it. Defcriptioiis vary according to 

X, 2 the 
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the dcfcriber's turn of mind ; whilft each 
arraigns the taste of him who fpoke laft 
upon the fubjed, though perhaps all are 
right. 



TENDENCY, COURSE, DRIFT, 



ARE not fynonymous ; the dcrivarion of 
each explains its immediate and peculiar 
meaning. A bowl has tendency to fuch 
a point, but the Ihip keeps her fteady 
COURSE we fay to the weft ward, while 
the fharp winds fend the fnows in large 
DRIFTS about the months of December or 
January, fo as to frighten thqfe who are 
obliged to pafs the mountains at that incle- 
ment feafon. In a figurative fenfe alfo, the 
literal meaning is always followed, or ought 
to be. 

A candid critic would perhaps exprefs 

himfelf 
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himfelf thus, in fpeaking about the Fable of 
the B!cc9 : " One -cannot too much applaud 
the writing of thefc volumes, but the ten- 
dency is blame- worthy, becaufe the course 
of every argument is intended, if poffible, to 
adduce fome proofs of a pofition evil in it- 
felf, and terrifying in its confequences. I 
ihould have hoped, however, that this was 
not the author's original intention, but ra- 
ther an accidental drift ^- had not his 
other works confirmed the belief of hid be- 
ing made by too much fubtlety a dupe to 
arguments, which, had they arifen prima- 
rily from others, he perhaps would have 
admirably refuted ; but 

To obfervations which ourfelvcs wc make 
We grow too partial-^for the obferver's fake. 



X 3 THICK, 
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THICK, HAZY, MISTY, CLOUI»^ 



A R E; adjedives applicable to weather 
chiefly. — for thick-, if fpeaking pf a folid 
;body, means denfe. They are words very 
feldom ufed in a figurative C?nfe, although 
we do fay fuch a one is of a cloudy teror 
per, and if 'twere added now and tjien, th^t 
he is of a foggy one, I fee not much amifs 
in th^^^egprelfion; it would be defcriptive 
<enough of, thofe minds where the glppm is 
lefs: natural than cafvi^, proceeding from 
heavy vapours and too long ftagnation; 

With regard to ftate pf the air, the firft 
word feems peculiarly adapted to that calir 
ginpus atmofphere which fills London to^ 
wards the loth of November, when out 
lungs are notorioufly impeded from free 
exertion, when the whole body in fhort is 
fo gene];ally afiededj that ^he mind is fup- 

pofed 
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pofed to Sympathize with her companion ; 
and fome people imagine it utterly impoffi- 
ble to enjoy even a bright thought in a 
MISTY day. Here, however, they a,re I 
hopemiftaken; for the mental mist will 
clear by effort, whilfl: a HAZvnefs in the 
atmoiphere is almoft. fure to continue ' as 
long as the wind Cits in that particular cor- 
ner which caufed it. Seamen remark that, 
the tide has fome effed: on thefe phseno- 
mena 5 but I am inclined to think it rather 

marks the moment, than produces the efie<3:. 
Meanwhile our foreign friends from Italy 
and Spain have difgufts of Englilh weather, 
half ridiculous to us, though ferious enougli 
to them. That it fcnt back Julius Caefax 
from our coaft I half believe ; certain it is, 
that Eutropius mentions it with energy well 
worthy a modern Italian — 

' Subject to every fkyey influencC| 



as Shakcfpeare fays. 



X 4 TITLES^ 
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TITLES, DISTINCTIONS, ORPERS, 



if fuch magnific titi-es yet remaia 
Not merely titular, 

S AY S Milton, though a (launch repub* 
lican, thinking 'tis plain that there's a hie-^ 
rarchy in heaven. Meantime the three 
words on the lift are not fynonymous^ for 
TITLES and ORDERS are alike distinc- 
tions, intended to ftimulate men to ho- 
nourable exertions ; nor can plain fenfe ap-? 
plaud the projedl for annihilating them. 

Learning and arms have ever been the 
fources of honour, as commerce has of late 
profcfled to create riches even in a barren 
foil. A wife ftate will encourage thefe to 
mutual friendfhip, by fhewing each their de-? 
pendence on the other, till 

True felf love and focial are the fame. 
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'Ti$ for the benefit of trade and labour 
that arms are painted, liveries are made, that 
robes are woven, and coronets are fet, Thofc 
in our happy country, which 

To all ranks fpreads forth ambition's field, 

tliat toil to weave the ribbon of an order, 
)cnow that 'tis poffible their fons may wear 
iu How very fcnfelefs then were it to hope, 
that fuch men in fuch a kingdom ever fhould 
be led fo to b?tray the fuccours ^of reafon, 
as like the unenlightened populace of France, 
they would ever defire and effefl: the deftruc- 

tion of DISTINCTIONS, ORDERS, TITLES! 

In art, in nature, never was body found with- 
out a head, a pyramid without a point. 
'Tis not from partiality to officers that they 
?tre dreffed in uniform, or that they are call^ 
ed lieutenant, captain, general. Yet in thefe 
laft fourteen or fifteen months we have been 
told, as if for news, that tjtles are tran- 
fient things, and that men ihoiild defpife 

theiBf 



\ 
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them, Tranfient they are, but defpicaiblc 
not J hecaufe they are both ufeful and ne- 
xelTary : and he is the baby who looks with 
envy on the crown and bail, feeking to break 
Jt, and find out what is within. 

When Fifcher was playing on the haut- 
bois 4t Vauxhall five-and-twenty years ago, 

a clown near where our party flood to liften, 
cried out fuddenly, ** What a wonder the 
folk do make about that little thing there ! 
why, I could knock it all in bits with my 
pak flick/' 

Thus, or in no more enlightened manner 
certainly, prates againfl fubordination a felf^ 
£:reated politician pf our day j who, incapa- 
ble -of oJ:)taining Disi'iNCTiQN among the 
j-anks of fociety, fought like the clown to 
break them all in pieces^ arid fo deftrgy that 
Jiarmony he had not fkill to comprehend* 
Thofe who can procure attention but from 
mifchief, are furely like enough to feck it 
there. Yet many at this naoment ijiuft, I 

tiling 
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^ink^ be looking round them with fomjc 
jdegree of horror and furprife at their own 
power of difturbing the tranquillity of na,- 
fions, when like Sin herfelf, defcribed hj 
jyiilton as feeling fomewhat of a fiipilar fenr- 
iation^ 

-7 She opef^dy but to Jhitt 

Exceird her pow'r : the gates wide open ftood^ 
While to their eyes in fudden view appear'd 
The fecrets cf the hoary deep : a dark 
Illimitable ocean \ without bcund^ 
Without dimefj/torty luhe re lengthy breadth y ^nd helghf^ 
^nd time and place are lojl. 



«l I ■ ■ — ■ ■ I. II LI " ■ ■■ — 

^* ■■ ■ ■■ ■' " ■■ ■■<■■■ « I ■ ^ 



TOLERANCE, vTOLERATIOJT, 



A DANGEROUS fynonymy to touch 
Upon, but which will be perfectly under- 
flood by foreigners of the Romifti church, 
when I acknowledge their kind and friendly 
TOLE^iANCE whilft I lived among them, 

who 
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who had fo little idea of toleration to- 
•wards my religious opinions, that even 
conformity to the rites of their eftabliftied 
church woyld not, after twenty years refi* 
dence in their country, have procured my 
corpfe burial in any confecrated ground, 
. without a formal abjuration of here fy. Such 
I blefs God is not our difpofition towards 
tbeniy while we haften daily to foften the 
rigour of thofe laws, the feverity of which 
was at firft fuggefted. Heaven knows by 
fear, not by refentment ; a paflion brother 
Martin's honeft heart retains not, and who 
fiiall dare to confound laxity of principles with 
Chriftian benevolence? Gallic contempt of 
their Redeemer's million, with Britifh tender* 
nefs to all who acknowledge and adore him ? 
But a great writer, who figns jjussmntsr at 
the end of an addrefs to thofe members who 
oppofed the repeal of the Teft Afl:, refufes 
to acknowledge toleration as a favour 
^om the Anglican church, ^nd loudly de- 
2 clares 
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clares they claim it as a debt ; nay, gives ^ 
hint that 'tis they that tolerate us, and 
not we who tolerate them; while re- 
proaching our church with her uneafy fitu^^ 
ation, preffcd, as this author truly fays, be- 
tween the open invafions of Romanifts on 
the one hand, and the undermining fubtle- 
ties of Separatifts on the other, he boldly 
predicts its fpeedy fall, and views with far- ^ 
caftic fneer its prefent ftate — a ftate in which, 
however, I fee no other danger than that 
which threatens every religious eftablifh- 
ment. The laft earthquakes alone will pro* 
cure the complete overthrow of our large 
majeftic venerable oak, which now lays 
bare to view its ill-defer ved injuries in many 
a blafted branch ; though ftill aflbrding 
fhelter and confolation even to enemies feek^ 
ing repofe and refuge in his fhade ; pride, 
profit, and delight to thofe who mark his 
yet undecaying vigour : — and what if nox- 
ious infeds nourifhed by his juices do make 

their 
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their fpongy nidufes upon Ms leaves ? ga-J 
ther not the village boys and girls th'efe oak^ 
apples to be gilt a$ trophies, and, wearing 
them upon the facrcd day it faved the fovc- 
teign— convert theit enmity to ornament? 
Yes ! the diflenters are ftill attentive to difi 
foTjion ; they catinot be accufed 6f relaxing 
from the old Oliverian principles, however' 
their own writers confefs* their practice a^ 

puritans may be obferved to degenerate, Evef 
ready to lend their aid ag^inft the church 
of England, fee them as When iri fof mef 
days they fought alliance with that of Romrf 
in order to haften our paftial deftfudibn \ 
fee them now bldwing forward the cloud of 
confufion ihat hopes to enwrap the whole' 
catholic world at once.* Oh bitter have for 
ever been their droppings ! and fatally per- 
nicious would they be to the aid oak \ did? 
not his roots run downward and take poP 
feffion at the centre : — had they been fuper-f 
ficial only^ riun might flill enfue. 

TRtjrTH> 
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TRUTH AND VERACITY. 



THESE lovely, thefe valuable fubftan- 
tives are not fynonymous — at leaft in com- 
mon chat. We call him a man of vera- 
city, on whofe word we may rely when 
he relates a fa£t, although his own fame 
and intereft be concerned in the relation : 
but when we hunt falfehood through all her 
doublings in order to detedt what flie is ftu- 
dious to difguife or conceal, the ineftimablc 
prize when once obtained, is truth. To 
tell the TRUTH is our firft maxim learned 
in childhood, never pra£lifed, however, ex- 
cept by the wife and brave. — Infancy can 
fcarcely be expelled to have courage enough 
to hazard a punifliment rather than violate 
VERACITY ; and age has been too long in 
learning evafions, ftot to pra<Stife them at 
6 the 
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the clofe of life : from the young, 2Uid the 
mature in reafon, t:an alone be hoped atten- 
tion to' fuch qualities ; from the laft men- 
tioned we have a right to claim it, bqcaufe 
TRUTH is that central point in a wife man's 
mind, from which beyond a certain dif- 
tancc he can never deviate — prefer ving a 
never varying centripetal force operating a» 
a ftrong attradiion, which holds him firm to 
principle and virtue, — Una refembles a pearl, 
lovelieft in a ftrong and open daylight, where 
all her nitid beauties fhew moft clearly.— 
Dueffa is happily reprefented by an opal ; 
prized for the variety and changeablenefs of 
her colours, while mutable elegance ftill 
contrives to fubftitute fome new charm for 
every one that enquiry chafes away. Such 
gems (hew beft by candle light. 

Truth meantime is fought with moft' 
fuccefs by him who pradifes and loves ve- 
racity; and while fophiftical reafoners 

ftrivc 
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liriv^ to difgutfe, to mutilate, or bury her ; 
Beattie purfues, and drips, and brings her 
forth to view. 



I,* ' ' ■' ^ — ■ - '-'*■''■ ' 



TYRANNY AND OPPRESSION. 



SUBSTANTIVES of fbong affinity^ 
though not perhaps exadlly fynonymous.— 
When Caligula wiftied the whole empire 
had but one neck, that he might have the 
pleafure of cutting it off, he exprefled a 
TYRANNY the moft diabolical. When one 
of our own kings, to extort money from a 
wretched Jew, caufed him to have a tooth 
drawn every day till the fum was paid 
which he infifted on the man's lending 
him, OPPRESSION was the true word for 

fuch proceeding ; and thefe qualities have at 

length been the entire ruin of focial life. 

Had princes not delighted to exert their 

VOL. II. Y power 
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power vnth tyranny and oppreffion, man* 
kind would have remained contented with 
their original form of government, nor 
given to clement and peaceful fovereigns 
the caufe they now have to regret the ill 
condudt of their predeceflbrs, whilft autho- 
rity was refpeded, and royalty revered. 
No tyrants, however, no oppreflbrs have 
outgone the crimes committed by the new 
law-givers of France. The peuple fouverain 
content not themfelvcs with wifliing their 
country's deftrudion, and that of all others 
which may come within their grafp : — they 
ad:ually do cut off the head of their own em- 
pire, and ftrike at thofe of their neighbours 
—they maflacre innocent and conicientioui- 
priefts in the very churches, on the very al-^ 
tars — to which feventeen helplefs creatures 
clung, and, fmging the 5 1 ft Pfalm — Mlfe^ 
rere mei^ Deus ! — were killed in cold blood, 
giving no provocation whatever. The 
peuple fouverain ftrip the nobles only for be- 
ing 
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ing fuch ; and make at length illegal feizure 
of a privilege deemed ufurpation even in 
the Popedom : I mean the privilege of 
loofening all fubjeds from their natural 
bond of allegiance, which power they now 
endeavour to exercife (as if by fome ftrange 
judgment) againft the Pope himfelf — nay, 
nay ! they prefs the point ftill further, diC- 
folving the voluntary contradls made with 
Heaven^ and, by fetting wide convent doors, 
openly claim authority no tyrant yet ever 
pretended to — even that of breaking the 
moft folemn oaths made by free agents 
when at years of difcretlon — vows not 
made to man, nor in his power to abfolve ; 
while, tearing down the retreats of forrow 
and difappointment, they without mercy 
drive out Innocence to wander, with Igno- 
rance alone for her guide. That fuch un- 
commanded feclufion is evil for fociety, or 
that fuch contracts are in themfelves un- 
plcafmg to God, is no excufc for thefe im- 

Y 2 pieties 
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pieties — infpired by rapacity, not zeal. Of 
the nuns in France and Italy, not a fiftieth 
part have read Saint Matthew's Goljpel— 
of the friars, perhaps a tenth part : — they 
are therefore, as tKe lady faid to Doftor 
Moore, Men aplaindre. What then fhall 
we fay ? Why this — That when Heaven 
is weary with looking on the wickednefs 
of this world — where power concentrated 
too often concludes in tyranny, and 
power difFufed degenerates into the moft 
dreadful oppression — where meeknefs 
fuffers infult, and harmlcfs piety can find 
no refuge — the crifis muft furely be at 
hand J for, as certainly as we know that the 
fafhion of this terraqueous globe will pafs 
away, fo furely do we know^that it cannot 
furvive the feparktion of its parts, Cohefion 
kept all firm, diflbhition muft follow when 
union is no more. Thus natural caufes will 
be found to co-operate with the grand 
fchcme : yet, whilft every prophecy haften* 

to 
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to completion. Incredulity herfelf will con- 
tribute to prove that the laft days are com- 
ing, in which we are exprefsly told how 
fcofiers fhall appear prefumptuous, felf- 
willed, defpifers of government, being not 
afrdd to fpeak evil of dignities, &c. 2 Peter ^ 
chap. ii. 



VACANT, EMPTY, UNFILLED, VOID, 
THOUGHTLESS, 



ARE fynonyihous certainly when applied 
to mental capacity: — in corporeal matters 
the laft word upon the lift can have no 
place, 'tis plain. A fentence might eafily be 
formed fo as to include them all without 
tautology, however. 

Ranelagh (fay we) was nearly empty 
laft night ; I never faw fo many feats and 
boxes VACANT. Indeed, if the town were 

T3 not 



\ 
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not VOID of all other amufemcnts in fum- 
mer, I think it would be oftener unfilled 
than it is. But thoughtless perfons, who 
cannot find entertainment in their own 
minds, run in flocks to efcape reflection ; 
and fo the theatres and places of public 
diverfion are crowded with men and women 
falfely called gay, merely becaufe they 
haunt receptacles of people in fearch of 
gaiety ; while true cheerfulnefs delights in 
exhilarating a fmall circle of friends with 
reciprocation of elegant and playful ideas. 



VALE, VALLEY, i)ALE, DINGLE, DELL, 



OF* thefe nearly fynonymous fubfl:an- 
tives, the firft upon the lift feems the firft 
in rank. We fay the vale of Evefham in 
England, the vale of Arno in Italy, the 
VALE of Llwydd in Wales, va^e Royal 

in 
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in Chefhire : the others imply fmaller fpace ; 
— and I know not how to cxprefs myfelf, 
but our ideas always conned fomcthing de- 
lightful to the firft word, fomething fublimer 
to the fecond. 

The VALLEYS between Alpine heights 
in Switzerland and Savoy terrify the 
mind, whilft they relieve the eye; and 
ihow the contrafting power of thofe rocks, 
which, rearing up their heads in fharp 
points — ^far, far above; the clouds — arc capa- 
ble of forming valleys, and do adually 
form them, among the very pinnacles of 
the mountain — places where the foot cjin- 
not flip, but the fancy can. 

In another ftyle of fublimity, paflxng on 
from Arrachar, where the highlands of 

Scodand take a new appearance, and the 

wild fccnery roughens at every flep, the 

VALLEY of Glencroe exhibits a theatre of 

horror to thofe who never wandered over 

the Apennines, which in many cafes it re- 

y A fembbcs 
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femblcs clofcly — only that, inilead of wind-. 

I 

ing up pine-clad fummits, a$ in Italy, to aix 

« 

incredible height, whence is^ heard the hear 

• vy roar of waters dafliing through a l?ot^ 

torn almoft viewlefs, we pace fadly by the 

lide of our Scotch river, aniJ look up the 

denuded hills, produdive oi^ b^ank forro\<r 

in the foul, rnore than of active fear : [or if 

terror d^es obtrude itfelf, 'tis ^n a different 

ihape; whilft apprehenfion once let loofe 

creates banditti, and refleds upon the hor- 

♦ rid poffibility of outrages comraitted by fa- 

f jnifhed baibarity : for here is 119 help, ncx 

hope of a human creature wi\hin call, 

where all is even chaotic wildnefs and fa- 

vag^ vacuity. How fublime is the fenfa- 

■ 

tion at this valley's end, when we. read 
the motto left upon a ^one, Rcji^ and bt 
thankful I 

A DALE, my foreign readers muft b^ 
told, is deep, but not extenfiye : that bc^ 
^wcen Worcefterihire and j^hrewfbury^ 

'^hejfe ' 



r 
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where the miners tear up their mother earth 
for profit, is beft worth the attention of 
Germans for the fcience' fake, of Italians 
for mere amufement. Colebrook dale is 
really a Tartarus in Tcmpe : the iron bfidge 
fhere is a juft fource of admiration ; the 
nightly fires, of a fentiment lefs pleafing 
than gloomy ; — artificial Stromboli as they 
are, wonderful imitations of Nature's dread 
Tolcanoes. Such a fight reminds me beft of 
Milton's fecond book, where Mammon ac- 
tually projects fuch an improvement in 

Hell, which this place not ill refemblcs : and 
let it alfo be remembered, 'twas the fame 
induftrious fpirit of money-getting pro- 
duced it here on earth. A DiN.GUS is in a 
pretty country juft what a dimple is in a 
pretty face ; a dingle is an unexpected 
Jittle valley in a flat country. The moft 
perfect fpecimen of a DiNOLi'. is at the feat 
pf Mr. Hawkii^s Brown in tlhropfhire or 
8 Stafford- 
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{kaffordihircy I forget which. A DELt is 
that DiNOLfeoraamcnted. Hawthorn pell 
near Edinburgh excels in this foft kind of 
beauty ; I have feen no fpot of fuch minute 
elegance, replete with fo many charms. 
Sweetnefs and amocnity were never, fure, 
fo happily concentrated as in the tiny ipot 
called HftwthorQ Dell, fit habitation for a 

f jury Queen* 



VARIETY, DIVERSITY, FLUCTUATION, 

CHANGE, MUTABILITY, 

VICISSITUDE. 



AMONG thefe words thongh analogy 
may be found, fynonymy can hardly be 
fought : the propriety depends upon the 
place in which they ftand : we may there- 
fore, in order to bring them clofe together, 
obferve, hovf through the numberlefs Vf- 

QISSITUOES 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 331 

cissiTUDEs in nature and in life, there 
is yet lefs real change than fluctua- 
tion of events, lefs true diversity per- 
haps than unremarked revolution. Even 
in the toffings of that fea, whence the third 
fubftantive upon our lift is derived, I have 
thought there was not fo much mutabi- 
lity as a light obferver would imagine. 
The fame waves probably for many years 
wafh the fame coafts — The fhells they leave 
behind them exhibit no variety. Fifli. 
of the fame kind haunt the fame ihores, 

and no flight of time brings turtle to the bay 
of Dublin, or falmon to Genoa : — I mean, 
not in fuflUcient quantity to difprove this 
obfervation ; for now and then an extraor^- 
dinary thing will happen, and flying-fifhes 

from the Pacific Ocean are at this hour 
digging out of a mountain near Verona. 

Pennant will tell us, that the fame fwallow 
occupies the fame neft every year ; and 
Dodor Johnfon faid, that no poet cou^d 

invent 
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invent a feries or combination of incidents 
the prsBCOgnita of which might not be 
found in Homer: and fhould we claim 
an exception or two in favour of Shake- 
Ijpeare and Ariofto, thofe exceptions would 
only prove the rule. 

Herfchel informs us, that all nature's 
works are rotatory : if then each ftar, how* 
ever firmly fixed, has in itfelf a motion 
round its own axis, the folid contents of 
every fuch globe may be fuppofed to par-' 
ticipate this fpirit of rotation. In our QWa 
we fee truth and error, land and fea fhift* 
ing their ftations with more vicissitude 
than adual change ; and while the natural 
fun rifes to one half of us mortals, while 
it fets to the others, we difccrn in like 
manner whole regions immerfcd in dark'* 
nefs at beginning, now brightly illumi- 
nated with Revelation's beam ; and the trads 
of country firft irradiated, funk into fad 
opacity. 

This 
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This feems indeed the evening of our 
JEarth's natural day — 

Night fucceeds impervious night. 
What thofe dreadful glooms conceal. 
Fancy's glafs can ne'er reveal : 
When (hall Light the fcenc improve ? 
When (hall Time the veil remove ? 
When fliall Truth my doubts difpel ? 
Awful period I vtrho can tell ! 

Hawkesworth. 



3E3= 



VENAL, MERCENARY, CORRUPT, 



ARE three adverbial adje£lives approach- 
ing to fynonymy, and that nearer, as it 
fhould feem, in nature than in cotntnon 
ufe. An individual (fay w^e) muft be cor- 
rupt indeed, before he can become fo YE- 
NAL as to hire or fell his perfon in a mer- 
cenary manner for the purpofes of ano- 

► ther either in love or war ; confidering that 

money 
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money which pays him as his folc reward 1 
and 'tis the fame with our political opinion^ 
which whofoever fells is juftly confidcred as 
guilty of proftituting the mind j — while the 
wretches before mentioned fet to fale their 
corporeal powers, like flaves in tlie mar* 
kets of Cairo or Conftantinople, where hu- 
man creatures of both fexes ate publicly 
purchafed for ufes of buiinefs or pleafure to 
the rich and fenfual Aflatics, 



VESTUREj CLOTHES, RAIMENT, 



ARE fynonymous in books, but not in 
converfation — ^whence the firft and laft are 
totally excluded, unlefs the difcourfe turns 
tipon very ferious fubjcds indeed : for on 
fuch occafions we Anglicans quote the pri* 
Oxitive fathers of the Church, and fay. In 
vefie varietas Jit^ fcijfura nonjity recollect- 
ing 
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Ing that although Chrift's VESTURE had no 
feam, yet was it notwithftanding of divers 
colours— for unity and uniformity are no 
fynonynaes with us, however Romanifls 
are difpofed to explain them. Meantime 
RAIMENT is an old-fafhioned word, and 
CLOTHES is the expreifion moft in common 
ufe* 



•M^ 



3S. 



TO VEX, TO TORMENT^ TO PLAGUE, 

TO HARASS, 



ARE fynonymous, or nearly fo in com- 
mon acceptation ; yet foreigners may eafily 
make miftakes : for we do not tell how the 
Cherokee Indians vex the prifoners they 
take in war, but how they torment 
them, till torpor fucceeds to anguifh, and 
wearinefs gets the better even of fmarting 
pain. The fame may almoft be prsedicated^ 

2 of 
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of mental mifery : and when two people 
living together ftrive to torment inftead 
of endeavouring to pleafe each other, that 
party ha^ mod chance of fuccefs, which has 
moft Ikill to find the vulnerable part of his 

companion's character ; for there are blunt 
minds very difficult to vex, though cap^dblc 
enough of being harassed from mere 
fgitigue J and Dodor Goldfmith ufed to tell 
humoroufly of a man and his wife that 
had PLAGUED one another mutually for 
feveral years, till at length the hulband 
found out how he was more harassed 
and tired by the trouble of winning every 
battle, than the pertinacious lady was with 
refilling, although fhe never gained a vic- 
tory; her fpirit and genius for torment- 
ing being keener, as it appears, whilfther 
fenfibility to vexation was duller. 



Victim 
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VICTIM AMD SACRIFICE. 



• • • » 

THESE two liouris arc very m^lf 
iliied, only that tHe fecond ' has other fig- 
niiicatiOQs not fynonymou^ to thd fitil-^ 
8A<JiliFreE bciiig the a£t of facrificing w 
iiirtll as die creature facrificed. Othello fifi^ 
WKeii Defdimbnh. fWeats fhe is iftnocertf , 

Oh: {ierjuT^d ^n^oman ! thou doft ftone my heartj 
And mak'fl: me call what t intend to do^ 
A murder, where t hieant a sacrifice. 

The difFereiice between oiir twd words 
^11 be feeil by reading johnfon's note upon 
the paflage, Which he thus explains^: Thotf 
baft* hatdened niy heatt^ and makeft die kill 
tBee with the rage of ^ murderer^ whett t 
thought to have facfrificed thee to juftico! 
with the^lixihe6 of a prieft-ftriking a vio-* 
TIM ; for- fo in old pagafit ^fti ftood tlM 

VOL. it ^ Z , ' Agpnti^ 



* • 
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Agones^ certain fub-ofEcers fo ' called, bc- 
caufe, {landing before the victim, they 
cried to the Pontifex Maximus who pre- 
fided at the sacrifice, Jgone ? Shall I to 
work ? meaning — Shall I kill him now ? 
The Frenchmen of oUr times, who huny 
back to heathenifm with hafty fteps, pro- 
ceed in fomewhat like the fame manner in 
their mock trials, when the human vic- 
tim deftined to glut the rage of their new 
idol, falfely called Liberty, is brought forth 
— and Agone? fliall we to work? is the 
cry ; — when they choofe the nobleft of the 
herd for sacrifice, but kill, as Othello 
lays, with ftony hearts, and more than 
muJ?d€rous rage ; when proteftations of in- 
ivocence are confldered as excitements to 
fury ; and fuperiority of beauty, birth or 
talents' but ferve |o edge the knife for 
{laughter with more kecnnefs. Is this the 
nation that gave to mankind a Fenelon, » 
Bouirdaloue^ a Boileau? that jjoet, wbq 

in 



« ■ .* 
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in his twentieth year, kindling with indigo 
nation at hearing of the death of King 
Charles the Firft, made the ftanza fo hap- 
pily quoted by Mr. Murphy in his notes 
upon Tacitus : 

Quoi! ce peuple aveuglc en fon crime^ 
Qui prenant fon Roi pour victime 

Fit du trone un theatre afireux^ 
Penfe-t-il que le Ciel, complice 
D*un fi funefte sacrifice, 

N'a pour lui ni foudre ni feux ? 

Arme toi, France! prend la foudre, 
C'efl a toi de reduire en poudre 

Ces fanglans ennemis des loix : 
Sui la ViQoirt qui t'appelle, 
£t va far ce peuple rebelle 

Venger la quert^lle des Rois. 

How eafily might a better poet than myfelf 
now turn thefe verfes againft them ! — But / 
cannot help exclaiming, 

■ 

Z 2 * Can 
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Gtn jmpioii$ Francci tkcAigh frantic growiv 
Dragher pak viictims from the throne 

Wiikr^al bipod is fpUtJ 
Yet think conQiving Heaven will fpare 
To hurl doxra thunder-bolts^ and (hare 

In fuch j^gantic gmlt? 

No y taf dy-footed Vengeance ftalk* 
Round her depopulated walks. 

And waits the dreadful hour 
When defp'rate Wretchcdnefa fhall rave. 
And hotJ[Contagion fill the grave,, 
. And Famine bid devour.. 

Rife warriors^ tife ! witEhoffile fway 
Accelerate the defljn'd day. 

Revenge the royal caufe j 
Exerting well-united force. 
Tear thofe decrees that would divorer 

True liberty from lawsk 



TlOaANT^ 
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VIGILANT, WATCHFUL, CIRCUMSPEC^. 



EQUALLY attentive to intereft as duty^ 
thefe adverbial adjcdivcs e^prd^ with a 
^prodigious dofeaefe in aflSinity how thp 
mifer is circumspect, the faint is vigi- 
lant, and the foldicr watch ful^ For 
though the two laft are fynonymous, ftriftljr 
fpeaking ; and their derivation the fame, as 
to meaning J we fay truly enough, that 
the firft fits like a hare upon her form, 
looking round on evefjr fide for fear of a fur- 
prife; the {econd, 

Eyes with tedious tuigih ted| 

borrows from the night, hours of coOr 
verfmg with Heaven where nc night is; 
and the third keeps faimfelf reiady tq repel 
any fudden affauky feariefsy btit unfu^ioioiiS ^ 
yet well ^rtpared agi^irift attdifap^ bf qow-r 
Itrdiee or meannefs. The ciKQfJMSfBQi^ 
chara£ker trufts wholly to bis oiKm qiiick and 

Z 3 compre- 
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comprehcnfive fight ; the vigilant fpirit, 
deadening each feeling of fenfe by continual 
mortification, encourages none but 

Obedient flumbers that can wake and weep ) 

while the watchful guardian of his coun- 
try's happinefs defies attack, and defjpifes con-^ 
piracy : they will find him ever at his pofL 



TQ VINDICATE, TO JUSTIFY, TO SUPPORT, 

TO MAINTAIN, 



m^m^m 



THESE words are very near to fynony* 
mous when there is an opinion to be vin- 
iJicATED^ an argument supported, a po- 
fition MAINTAINED, ora previous gonver- 
iation upon the fubje£l justified* Yet if 
the difpute has been occafioned more by 
words than things, I fhould find it difficult 
to JUSTIFY a man for supporting with 
WnneapefTary flrength a^ courfe of rqafoning 

: . scarly 
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nearly able to convince without extraneous 
force J feeing that when a propofition is 
tenable, the beft way is to maintain it 
fleadily with fome concurrent teftimony, 
and not exhauft the powers of language, as 
Mr. Pope does, to prove felf- evident truths : 
fuch as. Though mans afool^ yet God is wife : 
or this, That if your part is ajhort one^ aSling 
that part well confers much honour^ and the 
like; which he calls vindicating the 
ways of God to man. And Do£lor John- 
fon fays, that fo much does the melody of 
numbers delight the fancy, and fo certainly 
do the flowers of rhetoric adorn it, that the 
reader of Pope's Effay on Man is made to 
believe he is hearing fomewhat new, nor can 
recoUeft, under a difguife fo gay, the old 
familiar talk of his mother and his nurfe. 



Z4 UN- 
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UNREMEMBERED, FORGOTTEN. 



THEjSE words jure fynpnymous, oy veiy 
nearly fp, in comGcioi) chat, although meta^t 
phyfically the firft feemsi to have moft to do 
with wh§t Ajr^ftojlc calls H'cwnjfcenc^^ or a 
power tp remember j the fecpud, yrith that 
npgleft, pr want of pbferv^tioj:i, which makqi 
things Httle attended to ^fily forgotten. 

To fpeai: in plainer terms-j a faft for in- 
ftancc, pr a paiT^ge in wiiific, or an expreffion 
of a fayourife. author, although at this mo^ 
inent by me uni^emem^ered, m^y, by 
looking my mind over, be poflibly recolle^- 
ed ; whim other fai5k$^ P4^?gc^ or e;!^pr€i« 
fions^ tlftough equally true ap^ pk^^fing, have, 
by not catching my attention, and feizing it 
us forcibly, flip^; my memory, as we fay ; and 
are now totally, hopelefsly, and completely 
FORGOTTEN, fo as tp defy all poifibility of 
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crer calling tbem back ; for remembrance 
depends almoft wholly upon obfervation. — 
Whatever interefts the mind very ftrong* 
}j is never effaced, unlefs by efforts much 
more violent than any we can make towards 
reminifcence ; — whatever does not intereft 
ps, we forget, 

EXAMPLE, 

Take an intelligent old ihopkeeper from 

his defk in Cheapfide, and ihew him the 

tranfit of Mercury over the fun's difk j if 

four years afterwards he has forgotten it, 

'tis BO proof to me o^ his decaying memory, 

. though he may make that the excufe : — he 

will remember his brother's bankruptcy^ 

^hich happened fi^ months before, with 

minute ex^Sijefs, recoUefting particular cir* 

cumftances of the creditors' kindnefs or bru- 

tality, whi(:h his fons and daughters have 

forgotten: — but an aftronomical event did 

pot interefl him ; fo he obf^ryed it faintly,, 

fpd the idea fyded away, 

Again : 
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i\g2un: Let an Englifh lady prefented at 
the court of Peterfburgh find the Emprefs 
feized with a fudden fit of coughing at the 
moment Ihe took her hand to kifs, nothing 
would obliterate that accident from her me- 
mory — ^while the courtiers and maids in 
waiting would as furely forget it; for to 
them there would be nothing new or parti- 
cularly intereftin^ in hearing the Emprefs 
cough : they would obferve it weakly, con- 
found it with a like event of the fame na- 
ture to which they had been prefent twenty 
times, and leave it loofe in their minds, un- 
HEMEMBERED certainly, if not forgot- 
ten. Talking contributes much to reite- 
rate impreffions on the memory. Carthufian 
friars, and nuns of the poor Clare's order, 
are faid to remember little : their filence is 
one caufe, the flight intereft they take in 
what pafies, is another. Children delight 
in repeating every trifle to every body that 
will hear them j and when they have wearied . 

all 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 347 

1 

all around them with repetition of the fame 
remark or tale^ or whatfoever 'tis, we won- 
der at their llrength of memory. Old men 
forget, becaufe they care not whether they 
remember or no, that which is pafiing be- 
fore them 2 the prefent world interefts them 
not J, the events of paft times, which did in- 
tereft them, they fail not to recoUeO:, and 
are moft happy to talk about— 

Laudatorcs temporls afti 

Horace. 

Peafants who labpur very hard, and peo- 
ple with minds pre-occupied by care for fub- 
fiftence, have little powers of recolledion ; 
and Captain Cook met with fome favages 
who took no notice at all of him, or of his 
fliip : had it pafled by when they were lefs 
bufily employed, it might not have been 
FORGOTTEN, but they had no leifure to 
cultivate curiofity. 

Enough upon this fubjed, kt a book 
8 written 
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written for the ufc of foreigners, among 
whom Italians in particular find nothing 
lefs inteyefting to them than inveftigation 
of their own minds. 

A London mifs, or Bath valetudinarian, 
does not more feduloully defire that all fuch 
ftudxes may be by them not only un re- 
membered, but wholly FORGOTTEN. 



aes 



TO WAIT, TO EXPECT, TO STAY, 



■*p 



ARE three verbs, which by their near 
affinity, though not fynonymous, jire a per- 
petual diftrefs to foreigners. Italians above 
all feel a. propenfity to ufe the fecond upon 
every occafion, perhaps becaufe it refembles 
in found their word qfpcttay which means 
STAY J for when one man fpeaks, and ano- 
ther wifhes to reply before the firft has 
finifhed, he crie« AJ^etta^ as we do gT A Y, or . 
7 • y^^^iT 
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WAIT a little: but bidding a perfon ex- 
pect what I am about to urge, would be 
a ludicrous demand for unmerited rcfpc^ 
and fet the hearers laughing. Yet is this 
fecond verb a very neceflary and a very 
common one* 

EXAMPLE* 

I EXPECT to STAY late this evening at 
the theatre^ becaufe ladies are dilatory^ and 
make a man wait till the crowd is^ goae^ 
before they will venture to move, — la this 
example no word can be changed for its ap- 
parent fynonyme, without manifeft vIo)atoo9F 
0/ propriety. 

We fay likewife, I stay long in Londoa 
this year for the puipofi: of confulting. phy-» 
iicians who never leave towu^. andt froim 
whofe ^liU I. EXPECT much faen6^. Could 
SI perfei^ cure be obtained^ it were.a.bldiBng;^ 
well worth waiting for. 



WAH 
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WAR AND HOSTILITY 



. ARE not flridly fynonymous : war is 
indeed a ftate of hostility, or a ftate in 
which HOSTILITIES are permitted fo far as 
is confiftent with the old ufages amongft 
civilized nations; but there maybe hosti- 
lities unallowed by the laws of war. 

In this defcription of the words' analogy, 
is contained an example for their ufe ; the 
two fubftantives cannot without impropriety 
be reverfed. Meantime I have read fome- 
where, that contention is exercife, but war 
is fatigue; and that a ftate of hostilities 
With fome neighbouring power may be con- 
lidfered as medicine for a ftate, rough no 
dotibt and draftic, but poflibly ufeful, whilft 
a civil WAR is little better than a domeftic 
or culinary poifon. 



WARMTH 
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WARMTH AND HEAT 



ARE in like manner allied in affinity, 
yet fynonymous in no fenfe literal or figu- 
rative. The firft is a degree of the fecond, 
mild and friendly ; the fecond is eflentially 
the firft Idndled into rage by violent motion, 
deftrudiive in its nature, dreadful in. its ef« 
fcfts. The two words keep thefe very 
places in our minds, when ufed in allufivc 
fignifications. The heat of paffion, the 
WARMTH of affection. The warmth of 
patriotifm, we fay, vifible imong the happy 
fubjefts of our Britifii empire, produces that^ 
. folid texture in the cpnftitution which . its 

• * 

members fo well know how to value, and 
that ftrong fpirit of cobefton among ihdi^dduo^ 
als which alone can render it immortal; while 
the HEAT of democratic furor .in France 
ads as a dijfolvent^ melting all ranks dowa 

tg 
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to a general mafs— evaporating every virtvei 
and leaving their whole country a calx. BiM 

True freedom is a temperate treat,- 
Not favagc mirth nor frantic noifc | 

^\s the brJfk pulfc's vital heat, 
*Tis not a fever that dcflroys. 

tlTien other nations5 however^ fee thel"^ 
unhappy mortals poiTefTed with dL calenture 
ib dreadful, let them bewate of all things 
tending towards Inftammatton^ The French 
have during thefe laft four years heated 
themfeives up exadly into that fatal deli^ 
rium> which failors long kept on fait prpvi^ » 
fkms are fiibjeA to, when they imagine 
green meadows are fpread before &em 
watered with frefh rivulets, which theuf 
companions endeavour moil: tyrannically to 
Ideep them from fhating. On the firft op^ 
portunity, however, if not forcibly withheWy 
idbcy plunge into th& deep, and fipls: for evef. 



•«». 



Unit 
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Thus by a calenture mifled. 

The mariner with rapture fec«# 
On the Imoath ocean'3 azure bed^ 

Enamcird fields and verdant trees 1 
With eager hafte he longs to fbve 

In that fantaftic fcene, ahd thinks 
It muft be fomc enchanted grove — » , 

So in he leaps^ and down he finks* 

Swirr* 



WAVY ANi> UNDULATING. 



iMMii^MMkiMB«Ma««— ^— -flb. 



I KNOW not whether here the Saxort 
word be not, the mod poetical, and the daf^ 
fical one mod commonly ufed on familiat 
occafions. We fay, The wavy corn floats 

» 

very beautifully upon the undulating 
downs between Lewes and Brighthelmftone ; 
the words could not be tranfpofed : they are 
not therefore ftridly fynonymous, though 
both mean thjs fame tUng. If we are telt« 
^ VOL^ II. A a ing 
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ing how founds are conveyed through the 
UNDULATING air, foreigners muft be care- 
ful not to ufe the firft inftead of the feconti 
adjedive ; and if he has a mind to praife a 
lady's fine hair, he muft take our old SaxcHi 
appellative for the curls, and call them wavy, 

not UNDULATING. 



W^AY, MANNER, MODE, MIEN, 



ARE analogous enough, certainly: the 
firft is raoft comprehenfive : way in an in- 
dividual is like MANNERS In an aggregate, 
the difcriminating peculiarity which marks 
a charaSer. What Johnfon tells us (fays 
Lord Pembroke) would not ftrike one fo 
much, were it not for his bow-wow jva t. 
Thefe terms have been touched on before, 
under the articles Habit. and Cuftom. Wat 
h however the true word^ and Lord Pern* 
/i brokers 
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broke's bon mot, if it h otie, dOuld have endefd 
with no other. The Mien of a lady is includ-* 
cd in her way. If fhe has a haughty mien, 
We fliall be apt to catch her receiving and re- 
turning common compliments with a proud 
forbidding way : and thofe who bell know 
the world igree, that as more elegance of ex- 
terior is juftly expected from the female fex, 
a pleating manner is more indifpenfable 
in women than in men ; fot without fome- 
thing for which we haVe at laft no neater 
phrafe than a gentle manner and a win« 
ning WAY, expreflion is apt to heighten 

into fiercenefs, and fymmetrical perfedlioa 
degenerate into mere iniipidity. 



WAYLESS, PATHLESS, tTNTRACKED* 



ARE fynonymous in verfe, I think ; but 

• ^ * 

the firft is feldom if evet' chofen for conver- 
fation, though a ufeflil word» and exprefli^ 

A a a enough. 



.^ 
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enaughy were we to (peak of Byron's croff- 
ing the continent of America on foot, as 
we all know he did towards the fouthern 
parts of it, before he had reached the age 
of twenty years — without language to en- 
quire his WAY, when chance brought him 
near to fome wretched habitation for hu- 
manity, through the vaft untracked 
regions and pathless woods did he and 
bis companions wander, giving mankind 
an example of what hope and youth and 
courage can perform — Happy had they like- 
wife left us an example of good fellowfliip 
and union to each other, cemented as theirs 
might^ave been expedted by fuch fingu- 
lar and fad calamities. But 'tis not from 
wanderers we can hope much virtue. Who- 
ever lives by chance will live carelefsly j^nd 
he who is in hourly and anxious care for 
JjiSr own fubfiflence, wiH have little tender* 
i[ys& to fpare for othersi whofe difhrefs hk 
jujii feldbm believe equal to his own. The 
a Fr<^n^ 
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French emigrants have indeed in fome fort 
nobly contradiifted my aflertion by their 
conduft, many of thefe havmg laid by, for 
their ftiil more unhappy countrymen, a 
portion of what they themfelves received 
as alms from the generous hand of a hofpi-< 
table nation* But where thefe haplefs crea- 
tures will betake themfelves, when that 
hand becomes wearied of fupporting their 
neceffities, I cannot guefs : degraded a fecond 
time, perhaps, even from the rank of wan^ 
derers to that of vagabonds, they may feek 
unfound fhelter from countries yet UN- 
TRACKED, and pcrifh in the pathless 
foreft, hunted by revenge and cruelty inf%- 
tiable, — Let us once more endeavour to do 
fomething for them ; and refcue the ram- 
bling nobleman from the date of a vagrant 
obnoxious to every infult, and rendered 
unworthy the prote£ting hand of friendfhip. 
foreigners will under this article, find in 

Aaj this 
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this laft period, perceive how fteceflary 'tis 
to keep words clofe to their meanings, and 
feel the ufefulnefs of ftudying fynonymy, 
while I relate to them a trifling ftory that 
may perhaps imprefs it flill more forcibly 
upon their minds. When Prince Gon^wi-* 

ga di Caftiglione was in England, he dined 
}n company with Dodpr Johnfon at th? 
houfe of a common friend ; and, thinking 
it was a polite, as well as gay thing to 
drink the Doctor's health with fome proof 
that he had read his works, called out fron^ 
the top of the table to the bottom, that table 
filled with company — j4t your good b^alth^ 
Mr. Vagabond^ inftead of Mr. Rambler \ 
which was the word he ought to have ufed, 
but to which he coAfidered the other as 
iynonymous, for want of a minuter atten- 
tion and better information j — though he 
fpoke Englifh for the moft part very well, 
aQd by fo doing l^ad gained % confidence ii> 

himfelfi 
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himfelf, that this accident contributed to re- 
prefsy while it put every body in the room 
out of countenance. 



■A ; t 



WAYWARD, FROWARD, PERVERSE, 



FORM an exceedingly unpleafant fet^ of 
fynonymes, ufually meaning the fame thing 
too, or very nearly ; only that the two firft 
arc ufually chofen when we fpeak of baby- 
hood ; the laft^ when man or woman hating 
to be happy, or perhaps incapable of being 
plefifed, reje(3: each attempt to entertain 
them, with a degree oi perverfene/s that 
damps all our powers of pleafmg, and pro* 
cures pardon from moft of the by-ftanders if 
we forbear to undertake that talk any more. 
I am however, for my own part, inclined to 
jbelieve that body has as much to do as mind 
with all fuch tempers. We feldom find a 

A a 4 healthy 
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healthy child a frOward one; and al^-- 
though people may, by dint of virtue and 
religion, fo fubdue their difpofitions as to 
let no WAYWARP expreffions or appear- 
ance of a PERVERSE temper efcape them, 
even through the perfecutions of a long ill- 
nefs J yet every one who is fick feels temp* 
tation to be peevifh certainly : and nothing 
is fo fure a proof of a ftrong conftitution, 
as freedom froin ill-humpur and from prone*- 
nefs to a perverse manner of receiving gei 
i^eral civilities— mifconftruing every attempt 
to footh or to divert them. It is ol)fervabIe 
that thefe maladies of the mind are greatly 
cxtingnifhed by poverty, while people of 



, WEALTH, RICHES, OPULENCE, 



r 

.CLAIM thefe unworthy diftindtons as their 
due, inftead of confidering their pofTel- 

fipna 
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fions as a bank referv^d for the poor, who 
have no leifure from anxiety to indulge a 
fretful difpofitlon. Meanwhile the three 
fubftantives at the head of this lail article 

ft 

are very ne»ly fynonymous — except that 
RICHES implies fertility ; while, notwith* 
ftanding that fruitfulnefs of foil muft neceC- 
farily be one great fource of the weaj^th 
of nations, we cannot commend the opu- 
lence of the ground, but its richness 
and fpontaneity. A fmall glance caft back 
upon their derivations fhcws us the rea- 
fon why* Riches are compared by Doilor 
Young to learning, while genius he fays 
is like virtue ; and he ingenioufly adds, that 
as RICHES are moft wanted where there is 
Jeaft virtue, fo is learning moft in requeft 
where there is les^ geniust— ^^and Lord 
Bacon calls riches the baggage of virtue, 
ever retarding her progrefs through the 
walks of human life. Neither of the other 
words would have ferved thefc authors* 

turn* 
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him. Riches feem almoft always M imply 
portable wealth, and opulence imme^ 
diatdy vifible to every eye. Copioufnefs of 
every kind takes in that term as illuftrative^ 
leaving the other two. We lay a rich 
language, a rich perfume, rich foupa, 
wines, evety thing that feems td contain a 
quantity or fulnefs of perfediojti • and that 
man muft, we fay, be abfurdly oftentatious 
of tns WEALTH, who wears rich drefles 
in fummer for the fake of difplaying his 
OPULENCE, when light ones are confefled^ 
]y confidercd as more elegant. Wealth 
however takes in a fenle of general izreal 
or welfare, which the other words have 
not. We pray for the King's wealth : it 
would be ridiculods to beg of God Al- 
mighty that • he fhould make him rich or 
opulent. 



WEARY, 
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WEARY, TIRED, FATIGUED. 



OF thefe terms the reader may take his 
choice, now he is fo near the clofe of this 
little book : perhaps he may find them fy- 
nonymous too, when he reads the charac- 
ter of it given in the Reviews. We arc 
TIRED, fay they, of the faint repetitions, 
And FATIGUED with the affeded e3iamina'«- 
tion of arguments, already fo often difcuffed, 
that one is fincerely weary of going over 
them again. This is the fatal difeafe fureft 
to bring death upon the haplefs author, 
whofe works, when they have caught it, 
pine away as in an atrophy; for wEARir 
NEss is a plant propagating itfelf : who- 
ever is WEARY the firft hour is more wea- 
ry the fecond, and a book dropping once 
out of a hand half afleep-^/i//^, to rife no 
more. 

Madame 
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Madame dc Maintcnon told her confcC- 
for, that fhe would willingly praftife any 
form of mortification, by which her future 
felicity might in fome meafure be forward- 
ed, fie counfelled her to forbear thofe 

. faillies of pleafantry and airy good hu- 
mour, by which fhe engaged all hearts to 
her fervic^, and fafcinated all hearers to her 
converfation. The lady tried ; but find- 

' ing, as fhe exprefTes it, that, yawning herfelf 
from pure fatigue of her own company, 
ffie fet her friends and companions o'y^wn- 
ing too, the penance became infupport- 
able ; and when fhe grew abfolutely tired, 
fhe left off, left a continuance of fuch be- 
haviour might have had the very worft of 
tonfequences, in making her weary even 
of piety itfelf. 



WICKED^ 
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WICKED, GUILTY, CORRUPT, DEPRAVED, 

FLAGITIOUS. 



THESE odious words, notwhhftanding 
tficir clofe affinity, are lefs ftridly fynony- 

mous than one would at firft imagine $ fpc 
which reafon the reader naturally wiflie* 

repentance to the firfl, feels that remorfe 
muft for ever purfue the fecond, fees that 
regeneration alone can purify thofe which 
immediately follow ; — while a whipping- 
poft fliould be the portion of their rafcally 
brother at the end. Thofe writers who — 
doubtlefs with excellent intentions to mend 
the world — delight in tracing villainy 
through its deepeft recefles, and fliew their 
own fkill in the gradations of atrocity, 
muft correct me in this article, if I give a 
wrong account. The firft word then upon 
this detefted lift defcribes to my particular 

feelings. 
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feelings, a man not yet wholly crimitla}^ 
yet haftening to be fo j while his ftrong avi* 
dity in the purfuit of fin feems fomewhat 
reftrained by immediate fear of failing in 
the grafp^ The patient perfevering fpirit 
of a ferpent feems for this caufe the beft 
adapted fyjnbolof the wicked Monckton; 
^hllt Ferdinand Ck)unt Fathom is clearly 

FLAGITIOUS, Mackenzie's Sindal vicioufly 
bWRA^E^D, and Moore^s Zeluco, from a 
CORRUPT and hateful education^ becomes at 
iehgth a truly impious charad):er, blackened 
with the GUILTIEST deeds. 



- 



^ WISELY, JUDICIOUSLY, DISCREETLY, 

PRUDENTLY. 



tF Dodor Johnfon's notion of a fex in 
words be juft; the two firft of thefe natu- 
rally^belong to men; the two lail to women j 

for 
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for they, phtccd happily (ot- them by Pro* 
vidence in 

r 

Life's law vsde, the foil tlie virtues like^ 

V 

have feldom oceafion .to a€t- WisD^i/V 4ft4 
juwciou^SLY— adverbs which iiii^ly' -ai 
dioice <if-profeffion*or fituation'— feldom in 
their power ; aftive principlea of indbftty, 
art, or ftretigth — with which they have fel*- 
dofti aught to do; although by managing 
PRUDENTLY and DISCREETLY thofe dif* 
ftrifts which fall particularly under female 
infpedion, they may doubtlefs take much of 
the burden from their companion's fHoulders,- 
and lighten the load of life to mortal man. 
Towards each other T have fometime^ 
known too much discretion end in too 
little Pltui)KNCt. The world will now and 

r • t ■ . . 

theh^'forgietto'rewanrits wbrfhippers,- and 
after 'all; Mthe' ^ffsuy- fid«»^lg: fafeft, "Wfaara 
ine^dihip>>iii)h^-^i* ^(MnAkd^Jbe will - (fax 
e^itendtnpel^ibdiearicomfiiaiQt.:. .,. .. ./.: 
^niijy^ Meantime, 
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Meantime^ that women have a naturally 
cautious temper, may be feen in numberlefd 
inftances. Men engaged deeply in commer- 
cial bufinefs delight to rifque much, that 
they may gain more; while women truft in 
petty favings, and endeavour to grow rich 
rather by frugality than hazard/ Female po-. 
liticians confide in negociation. Elizabeth 
of England, Ifabella of Spain, hated W2^, 
and took every poffible method to avoid it ; 
while Queen Anne's natural ardour to con« 
dude the peace of Utrecht coft her almoft 
her life. Prudence and discretion 
are domeftic virtues; wisdom and judo** 
MINT are requifites in a ftatefman, a foU 
dier, and a fcholar. May thofe our land 
now boafts be careful to employ thefe ex-* 
cellent qualifications prudently and ^is«* 
CREBTLY ! not in foiling forward ilUtimed 
reforms or dangerous innovations ; not in 
haftily driving force againft force, where 
th? efie^ is at beft uncertain { Mt m dii 
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^fing falfchood or palliadng erf or^ much 
lefs in labouring by fophifrtis to fubvert thfe 
foundations of trtith ; but with foitiethiti^ 
like female caiidbuf ackilowledging that nd 
govemmeiit devifed by human {kill can be 
Jierfeft — Confefs with tbankfulriefs that Ouf 
bwn is moft nearly fo. That found pofi-* 
tion once welt eflablifhed in every Englifh 
hearty 

Old BritKh fenfe and J3riti{h ^re 
Shall guard that freedom we pofle($ ; 

« 

Honefl: ambition looks no higher^ 

> 

Wifliiilg no mbre, we'll fear no Icfs; 

Pqpular Ballad^ 

WIT, FERTILITY OF IMAGERY^ POWERS OF 
COMBINATION* VIVACITY, HILARITY, PLEA- 
SANTRY, BRILLIANCY IN WRITING o« CON- 
VERSATION, 

ARE nearly, not ftridly {ynbhymfia*. 

The firil Word includes all &e Itft, al- 

VOL. ii« B b ^ough 



I 
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il^o^gh..tI«?re .ijaav be certainly mHch^ptEA- 
JANTRY in a chaxad^r, whence \s^iT.pror 
perlv doferying that name never did pro- 

":i 'r^ .^. 7 « • 

c 

cee<J,.j .andmany a delightful evening may 
b§ fpent where natural vivacity fpring- 
ing from confidence in the company, enl 
liyens a circle of cheerful friends with re- 



#• » - # * 



ciprocajion of elegant fpi;ightlinefs, an^ fa- 
cetious good humour, — feldom met with in 
thofe focieties where all powers of com* 
Bi NAT I ON are forcibly concentrated, in 

- f • ' 

order to produce iparlding conpeita ; or 
ftrained,. for the puTgofe of dfawdng remote 
«»ftge$L .together. On fuch occafions, I 
think, that conftitutional hilarity which 
infpires whilft expreffing the unaffected fenfe 
of.) pltafiire. that: it feeds; is exceedingly ilL 
exchanged for all the' fcintillatiiig efiFeCts of 
realViT, and brilliancy ii!r,,CQfJyE?ir 
SAT I ON. I would not be undetflood as if 
injfjjiried t9,d*7«^^.»•7l^'C ^7 Jn^fe, fa^ipna- 

a ,fuch 
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fttt5h talk drfiglits ri6 ode,' but' the boys^ aM 
girls wHo break mottoes rbgetner dfter dift^ 
ner : 

Triflers not even in trifling can excel ) 
*Tis only lolid bodies polifli well— 

feys Dbdor Young,' in whbfc" habit and 
Gonftitution the quality ofwiT Was'fo &Stti^ 
pletely incorporated, that devotioti^s' lelf 
could with difficulty fublime, or indigna- 

■ « 

• • • 

tion oblige it to precipitate. — Satires, Night- 
ThoughtsijEftimatCf of Human Life, jfll ticfhi 
to epigram' touched by* the pen of DckSldf 
Young;;* and all evince fertility oT 
IM A G ETR V fpririging. from the ' riclieft fdll-^-* 
a^ Jbhrifbri^ told' nlef little' cultivated ; but 
prbVittg' that principle which to' obleWe* 
givfeS cbmfbrt' tb cvgry' heart, thaV itivigo* 
jrtitiftg* prfrtciple which ' Bifliop ^ Hbffldy (6' 
et^^Shtly, fo- e'rii'pliatiiafty' cdls— the jj^&zj-' 
tdfieity oT mitt. I? riM tefl- wHf'Doaoi' 

Johiifon defpifed- Ybuhg^s quantity of cdni-* 

B b 2 xnoa 



372 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

mon knowledge as comparatively fm-all; 
*Twas only becaufe fpeaking once upon "the 
fubje£t of metrical compofition, our courtier 
feemed totally ignorant of what are called 
rhepalfck or rhopalick verfes, from the Greek 
word, a club, I believe, — of. which I have 
f ead fomc Latin ones preferved in the Paflc 
Tems Poetiqued, very pretty. Aufonius 
jgives this as a fpecimen : 

Spes deusf aeternae ftationis conciliatofr 

The contrivance is foon feen through ; each 
word muft be a fyllable longer than that 
yrhich goes before, as the Club begins with 
a tip, and thickens gradually to the other 
end. Thefe verfes Were intended as a label 

« 

to be twifted fpirally round the club of 
Efculapius, I think I have heard, but can- 
not now find the French differtation whence 
I gained the piece of learning, — ^if learning 
it is, — fo unluckily miffed by Doftor Young* 
Iji the conjedtures upon original compofi- 

tioa 
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tion however, written by that man of ge- 
nius, we fhall perhaps read the wittiest 
piece of *profc our whole language has to 
boaft ; yet from its over twinkling it feems 
little gazed at, and too litde admired per- 
haps; fo will it ever be when authors 
feek to dazzle, not to pleafe ; and even 
when Congreve purpofeiy combines his 
jRii^LiANCY with pertnefs, to make it pa- 
latable for common minds, we are ftill apt 
to turn jiway from the firft a£t of Love 
for Love, and run for relief to Trinculo or 
Xouchftone ; 

For 'cis not to adorn and gild ea6h part^-r> 
That (hows mpre cqA th^n art | 
Jewels at nofe :m4 lip? but ill appear : 
Rather than all things wit, let none be there ^ 
Several lights will not be Teen, 
If there is nothing clfe between 1 
JVIcn doubt, becaufe they ftand fo thick i'th* fky, 
|f thofe be fts^rs that paint the galaxy. 

And if fuch be the well-exemplified pr<^cept 

Bb3 of 
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ofCoTyl^jr, ,whp cKceJled ia fruitfujjjefs cf 
^i}Cy, ^nd power of expiling idws in richly 
furnifjied ijiinds, the necpiSty of pbferying 

tjijit {jrpcgpt U naqft Cj^min. He was him-, 
felf aware perhaps that his vqrfes 'yy^gre fo 
truly what Hamlet calls caviare to the mil- 
lion, that none but inftruded readers can 
find amufement from Cowley, whofe cpnir 
mon pradice is to illuftrate a thing not y^ r^f. 
plain, hy another ftiU papre pp,(c]ir^ fn4 Tf ^ 
Gondite. 



>^.'rr\. 



In.thefe ^ays, howeve|-, tljer§ negd^ Htt]^ 
caution againft overdofingour comppfitioi;* 
with fheer wiT, or far-fetched metaphor, 
Studied thoughts have given way to embel- 
lifhments of expreffion, we gild the leaves 
now, not the fruit, while a tide of ^loqueiicc 
over-runs all we read. 

Books are no longer written, to inform^ 
but touch the naind, and every writer now 
refers from our judgment to our feelings, 
unlike the fullen Greek of \j^hom hiftori^n^ 

tell 
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tell us, that made his grave appeal from 

Philip drunk, to Philip foben 

Such performanciei do certainly, as does 
the mufic of a finger, put us out of humour 

for a moment with folid erudition, as with 
foiihd harmony; but let their rhetoric be 
never fd radiant, their fweetnefs never lb. 
fafcinatirig, when once the gay delirium fliall 
be over, we return to our old inftrudtors in 
every fcience ; and connoifleurs in convi- 
vial pleifures have aflured me, that neitlier 
the rich cellars of Conllaritia, nor the fpark- 

* • • • ■• ► 

ling vintage of Champagne, afford the true 
■■■■'■• jj.*^ c ''• 

and wholeforiie wine that a man can fit' ftfea- " 

dily down to; — Enough upon this CiBjeaT 



1 



Bb4 to 
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TO WITHER, TO FADE, TO BE BLIGHTED, 



NEUTER verbs, apd nearly though not 
wholly fynonymous, when yeferre^ tp vege-i 
tftble fubftances : or figuratively taken up as 
illuftrativq pf our own fituatipn in this fub- 
l^nary world, where, as Young fays in his, 
.yrw^ JE/iimqtey ^* Sprrow is as the root an4 , 
ftcpi of life, joy but ^s i^s flower, expelled 
at remote feafons only, then often bjlighT'-. 
ED J 0}( if it blooms, blooming it dibs.^^ 
When I baTTC plucked thy rpfe (fays Othellq 
tq his fleeping Defdemona) I cannot give it 
'vital growth again — it needs muft ^tii^her^ 
Let thofe tl^erefore, that tear down the few 
flowers ftrewcd in tl>e path pf lifp to make 
it lefs infupportabl^ by giving variety to it^ 
windings, diftindlion to its rtfing grounds^ 
IjCC, refled, that when once plucked, they 

7 we'^f 
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ne*er can give them vital growth again. Oh 
Jet them FjfDE nat^rally ! nor quarrel with 
the rofe becaufe it bears a thorn. Such re^ 
formation can but end in ruin* ; 



TO WITHHOLP. TO RESTRAIN, TO KEEP 

FROM ACTION. 



ALL words or phrafes which fe^m to be 
drawn from the fcignce of horfemanfhip* — 
Addifon fkji 

I bridle in my ftruggling mufe with pain. 
That lon^s to launch into a nobler ftr^in» 

It -was Dr. Johnfon's fport to ridicule this 
palTage always, as a broken metaphor be- 

* 

tween riding and failing, neither of which 
were, as he fkid, particularly apjplicable to 
the mufe J but her poet fhould have re-* 
5TRA|ifEp his ruq-away fancy from cithcv 

the 
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the one or the other^ as no two iflasiges dcnlld 
have bfeeti found moj-e incongruous. We 
fajr of our gaUant foJdiersi, and young princes 
ardent to fignalize themfelves in the pfefettt 
war, that it is difficult to keep them from 
ACTION ; and with juftice — while animated 
by a caufe fo virtuous, their courage can 
fcarcely be withhjeld : confidering the 
common, though loud report of their ene^ 
mies* infolence towards religion, virtue, arts, 
and arms, arid favereignty,-^n6t 4$ a knell 
to thefe departed powers (a thought would 
damp the fpirit of their troops,) but as a 
trumpet infpiring martial ardour to fubdue 
them J for Dryden fays well, though coarfely, 

And ever as you love yourfelves, withhold 
Tour taloris from the injur*cl and the bold; 
Ifoi* iwhnpt the brave and needy to defpait, 
Bor^ough- your violence Ihould leave them bare 
Of gold- and filver— fwords and darts remain, &c. 

/L confidferatioti worthy tlid notice' of thelfe^ 
fjdf-created deljJots, whxjm piety cannot a>^e 
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m 



nor tenderncfs restrain. Men, whafe 
enormities increafiqg in magnitude the 
I/pnger we are left to cpnt^niplate them, 
copfoijnd refledion, and by fwelling ftill, 
and ftretching up, like the gigantic fpedres 
fpokcn of by the old poeta, annihilate all 
hope of defcribing them to futurity, and 
le^ye pur minds pofleft ^ooe of ama?;emcnt. 



■■» • ' " 9 ^ " f. > »« 11 I > I t t I ^ <i ■ - inJir ^'t i 



W01^I>SR, ASTONISHMENT, AND STUPOR 
CAUSEP BY SURPRIZE, 



IT—?' P» J 



THESE qualities are not, however, fyifto- 
ncymo48 in common chat. A phrafe per*. 
petually occurs in converfation where the 
firfl; word on the lift could alone ferve our 
purpofe, and none of the others would at 
all fupply its place. They talk of a plague 
in France," fays one :; — ^^ No wonder 
j-epligs the heargr, *^'p«opte who make a 



9 
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fhambles of their nation, need not tbink it 
ftrange that fo many dead bodies fhould 
create a peftilenti^l fever from natural caufes 
merely, without faying a word of God's 
judgments provoked by fo fenfelefs and cruel 
an effufion of human blood. WoNl)iit too 
eafily becomes a fubftantive of nature far 
more pofitive, that may be feen, heard, and 
felt, as well as underftoQ^. We fay the 
feven wonders of the world, which could 

« 

not be furveyed without astonishment, 
are now fallen into decay^ fo that I think 
none of thofe celebrated fabrics yet remdn, 
except the pyramids pf Egypt— monument^ 
of Ul-emplpyed power, which, while we ad- 
mire, we cannot rationally approve; although 
whatever work of man's hands has laded all 
thefe centuries, may juftly be confidered as 
proof of ingenuity and flrength beyond the 
credibility of after ages. 

Late times fliall wonder — that my joy muft raifcj 
FpR WQIJDER is involuntary praifc, 

faya 
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fays Zanga, Ihowing this word in its capa- 
city of verb befides all the reft, and as a verb 

'tis ufed mdft frequently in difcourfc* 

Stupor occafioned by surprize mean- 
time, appears to be rather a natural and phy- 
fical efiedt from a mental caufe; when ^ 
man is literally, not figuratively amazeJ^ and 
planet-ftruck, as we call it^ on fojonie fudden 
occurrence of joy or forrow in the extreme: 
nor happens this feldom to weak-nerved, or 
over delicate people — Feeblenefs muft be the 
parent of fuch stupor, as ignorance is faid 
to be the mother of wqnder ; yet thofc 
who call it fo fhould recolledl that there are 
things which no human knowledge caa 
reach, and which 'tis therefore no difgrace 
to wonder at, exhibited every day to our 
contemplation ; and he who forbears regard- 
ing them with juft astonishment, is 
more to be pitied for his infenfibility, than 
envied for the depth of his fcience. 



WOOD, 
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WOOD, FOREST, GROVE, 



AB^fc^Ai 



SHOULD not be confidered as fynony- 
jbous by foreigners, though they find one 
often fubftltuted for the other in poetry.—^ 
Difcourfe keeps them feparate ftill, and he' 
who fhould dignify the fweet groves view- 
ed from Richmond Hill, or even the fine 
WOODS near Niinieham, by the name of 
F'ORESt, would be laughed at. Things of 
this kind' are. always rated by comparifon : 

atld he who Kas traveffed through the fo- 

■ » ' • * 
rBTStS' of America, would probably call thofe 

iihmenfe trads of wood land which clothe 

the plains of Bavaria, a mere Grove. To my 

r 

liaindi they brought many romantic, and 
marly tremendbus images, when people told 
rfie tliere were yet two days jotimoy to be 
taken through plantations "^ made by nature 
certainly, not art, within^ wliich were lodged 
^ a variety 
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a vairiety of animals, — the. wild ho^r^ tbe 
blapk; be^r,, rc4 deer an<i foxes innumerably 
^ith th^ Glutton,^ or Americao; Car^eajpu 
ready to dart upon them from, the. tre«s^ and 
faft^ning his faQgs in the vifual afexvo, driwa 
them to madnefs.arjd, death. for his owa ad^ 
vantage... Therje. i^ b^efidie another diftb»>< 
(4011 necefl^ry^ for ftrfuijgQrs to ba t^ight be- 

t?yfi^A. wMt Wj^ native^, naturally koowy hy> 
th^.n^iflieg.of. .^ '\ 



I 



r.^ , J ' . ' \ ! ? f • •> ^^' - "">" * " ^ ' I ' I ■'-<»- f <' ■ *>' 



WOOD AND TIMBER. 



' • . ■ ■ 

1 • 

THE laft of which means thofe particu-* 
Far trees which are ufed in building, carpen- 
try, turnery; and among thefe oak ftands 
firft, though elm is neceflary for pipes to 
carry off water ; and afh, for nothing ill, as 
Spencer fays, that makes our ploughing 
utenfils. All thefe grow to a nobler fize 

r " . where 



/. 
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vrhere they are not too thick ; and I have flefl 
finer oaks (landing widely feparatc in Weft-* 

m 

phalia — even in Hagley park too, than any 
I could pitch upon in the fouthem pro-» 
vinces of Germany, where the woods feem- 
cd nearly impenetrable, and where of courfc 
ene tree robbing another of its nutriment, 
the TIMBER cannot rife to fo refpedable a 
growth* Lord Fife's immenfe plantations 
will ferve future ages, if the world lafts much 
longer, for examples of wood, grove, and 
f OREST. And well will his fucceffors de-* 
ferve advantage from timber plated firom 
fo noble, fo dilinterefted a motive by their 
truly liberal anceftor^ 



WORL©, 
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World, earth, globe, universe, 



ARE fo far from being philofophicaUy 
fynonymous, that converiatioti language ad* 
mitting of incredible hyperbole, would fay 
the very bartu was filled with books Writ- 
ten to prove their difference. Popularly 
(peaking, however, we fay that a man's 
knowledge of the world, means his ac« 
quaintance with the common forms and 
ceremonies of Kfe, not ill called by French-^ 
men, the /f avoir vivre^ fince he who is ignO* 
rant of the world even in this limited fenfe^ 
will foon be in a figurativ^^ fenfe warned to 
go out of it ; fo indifpenfably niceffary is 
that knowledge, to every day's obfervation 
and pradice ; nor have I often read a miore 
humorous picture of manners^ than in 
fome play of Mn Cumberland's — I forget 
its name—where two brothers difputing 

vol. u. C c upon 
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upon a point of propriety, one fays, truly 
enough as I remember, " Dear brother I you 
know nothing of the world." " Will you 
tell me that P^ replies his incenfed antago- 
nift,. *' when I have traverfed the globe 
fo often ! crofTed the line twice, and felt the 
frpfts within the ardic circle : a man bred 
in London, and living always in its environ^j 
haiSian admirable aiTurance when he ufes 
that expreffion to msy who have been wreck- 
ed, on the coafts of Barbary, and ftuck fatft 
Jn the quickfands gf Terra del Fuego, &e» 
4?c." My quotiition is from memory, and 
twenty-five years at leaft have efapfed fincc 
I looked into the comedy by mere chance ia 
a bookfoller's fliop at Brighthelmftone. But 
the pleafantry of two men taking the word 
WORLD ia a different way, with fome de- 
gree of right on both fides, ftruck me as 
comical and pretty, becaufc within the bounds 
of credibility. That grace alone is wanting 
to a dialogue once fhewa to • me in manui- 

fcript, 
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fcript^ written by the learned James Harris^ 
of Salifbury, who makes one of two friends 
walking in St. James's Park, fay of a third 
that paifes by,—" There goes a man eminent 
for his knowledge of the world." To which 
the other replies, " Ay^ that indeed is a de- 
firable companion, a perfon whofe acquaint-^ 
ance I fhould particularly value, as he no 
doubt could fettle the point between Tycho 
and Riccioli, concerning the fun's horizon- 
tal parallax, in which thofe two fo great 
aftronomers contrive to differ, at leaft two 
minutes and a half. He too could perhaps 
help us to decide upon the controverfy whe- 
ther this UNIVERSE is bounded by the grand 
concameration or firrhament forming a vifi-i 
ble arch, or whether 'tis ftpetched into an 
immenfurable fpace, occupied however at 
due diftances by a variety of revolving 
GLOBES, differing iii magnitude : fome bril- 
liant, as funs, rich in inherent fire ; fome 
opaque, and habitable, as earths,, attended 

Cc 2f by 
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by fatcllitcs of infcnor luftre and ^gnitj/* 
When his companion flopping him, protefh 
that the man in queftion knows nothing of 
thcfe matters. ^ Oh then," replies the other, 
** he Confines his^ knowledge perhaps mere- 
ly to our own planet, where doubtlcfs much 
matter is aflforded for reflection, — 7*Jbere^ 
however, mader of the hiflorical, geogra- 
phical, and political world, be can give ac- 
count of all the difeoveries, revolutions, and 
productions, contained in thofe four conti- 
nents at leafl, which compofe this terraque-^ 
ous GLOBE; and leaving out marine enqui- 
ries — it is from him we muft hope to obtain 
the cleareft reafoning upon the diflindions 
made by nature and education betwixt man 
and man ; the caufe of their different co« 
lours,^ and their fb fudden, or fometimes 
filent lapfes from perfedion to decay. His 
information now would be above all times 
defirable, as we are yet much perplexed 
concerning fomc cuftoms of the old inhaW- 
< tants 
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fants of China ; and it would be \irell for 
him at his Icifure hours, to collate fome ob- 
Icure paflages of the Veidam with the Edda, 
&c." When this topic is exhaufted, and 
others examined in turn, and the friend 
finds out that the gentleman paffing by knew 
the WORLD only as a fruiterer in St. James's 
ftreet is capable of knowing tt — from repeat- 
edly hearing the debts, intrigues, connec- 
tions, and fituations of a few falhionable 
gentlemen and ladies, he ends the dialogue 
in difguft, that a creature fuperior, as he 
obferves, in no mental qualification to the 
chairman who carries him home from his 
club of an evening, fliould thus be celebrat- 
ed for fo fublime a fcience as knowledge of 

the WORLD. 

Let me not clofe this article without pro- \ 
tefting that I never read the dialogue in my 
life but once, above thirty years ago, and 
that I only quote the turn of it, and muft 
not be expeded to remember words, or even 

C c 3 periods. 
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periods. My imitation would be then toe 
great a difgrace to his name whom I was 
early inftru(3:ed to hold in the higheft vene- 
ration : The defign was too ftriking to be 
€ver forgotten, and for the defign alone do I 
mean to be anfwerable ; — 'twas done by me 
merely to gratify my recollection of paft 
times, and ftudles, whilft it ferved well 
enough befides to bring in our fynonymy. 

Mr. Harris delighted much in writing 
dialogues. Thofe at the end of David Sim- 
ple are his, and exquifite are they in their 
kind. There are fome in the worl^i of his 
and Eloyer Sydenham's both, I believe, which 
have never been printed certainly — perhaps 
oever deftroyed. . 



WORTH, 
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WORTH, PRICE, INTRINSIC VALUE, 



ARE not as near fynonymy as they arc 
wiflied to be — many commodities being 
fold jgind bought at prices above or below 
their intrinsic value from the mere 
caprice or particular tafte of their purchafer : 
which in- Italy is prettily enough termed — ' 
Frc%%o (T Affctto. Sapphires, for example, 
are of more intrinsic value than .eme- 
ralds ; — becaufe they approach nearer in 
hardnefs to a diamond, and likewife becaufe 
they poffefs a power of attracting certain 
light fubftances which the other gems do 
not : thirdly, becaufe chymifts have a way 
to difcharge the colour, fo as to impofe 
on lapidaries, and making them believe it 
a diamond, fell it for more ftill than it is 
really worth ; though he muft indeed 
have little Ikill in gems, that will be fo 

C c 4 taken 
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taken into the net If, however, I am making 
up a fet of jewels, like Maria Therefa's fa- 
mous nofegay, and am in want oijlali^ not 
powers i *tis natural enough for me to pay 
^ better price for emeralds than fapphires^ 
of which my number and quantity is alrea- 
dy complete for the work. 

We have named here perhaps the only 
things which can boaft intrinsic value, 
unlefs gold in ingots or uncoined wedges 
may be added : for the worth even of 
money i^felf flu^uates daily in our own> 
ftate, apd ?very qne knows that there arc 
times ^nd places in which gold is of no ufe^ 
»nd cpnfequendy of no value whatever. 
Even genius bears ^ different price in one 
age fron^ another^ while Miltouls Paradife 
Loft, brought the author for his copy-right, 
only twenty poiinds, JBeauty, courage, 
wifdom and virtue are however of undoubt- 
ed and INTRINSIC value; fince a man 
fo endowed, would pafs his life on a defo- 

|ate 
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late ifland, in compkte fblltude, better than 
one who was wanting in any of thofe per- 
fedions. And thofe h^ve been but light ob- 
fervers, who will cavil at the utility of the 
Jlr/i ; — a little recoUedion foon convincing 
us, that a mean or diminutive^ a feeble or 
deformed body, could never endure the 
labour of providing for its own neceilitieSy 
while ftrength and agility (beft fecured by 
harmony of proportion,) is beyond all 
things neceffary to the chafe of favage ani- 
mals, the fupporting fatigue, and the reno- 
vation of health and fpirits after exerting 
them to wearinefs. Such qualities are of 
real worth in every lituation humanity 
can be placed in; but no price can ever 
pbtain them. 



/ 



WORTHY, 
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WORTHY, ESTIMABLE. 



THESE agreeable adjedtives are fynony-» 
mous, chiefly when applied to charadters, 
not things, and are the epithets very com-» 
monly and very juflly bellowed, not on 
heroes, patriots or romantic lovers, but on 
our old Englifh country gentleman, whofe 

life affords happily, few opportunities of 
exerting prodigies of valour, or burfting 

out into fudden effufions of genius j — but 
from its even and temperate courfe is per- 
haps particularly favourable to that fteadj 
and honourable cQndu(3:, that truly esti-- 
MABLE and WORTHY difpofitioH, which 
never glowing up into enthufiaftic fervour 
of liberality, is yet incapable of degenerate 
ing into meannefs, or fuffering a bafe 
allien to infe£l their family, — while their 
i:otion of patriotifm confifting chiefly in 

preferving 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 395 

prefcrving themfelves from dependence on 
a ny defcription of men, that fo they may 
never be at call of a fadlion, they keep 
•what talents they poflefs ready for the ufe- 

ful fervicc of their king and country : like 
that good old Sir John St. Aubyn,^whofe 
jaame was ballotted into every committee, 
at a time when party rage ran higheft in 
Great Britain, and opinions, though fo 
greatly divided, met in one point at leaft; 
that of acknowledging his charadler and be- 
haviour to have been in every body's eye^ 
equally estimable and worthy. 



WRACK, WRECK, RACK, 



FOREIGNERS fhould be careful not to 
miftake, or mifufe thefe words, fancying 
them fynonymous ; for though the deriva- 
tion, is nearly the fame, and all mean break- 



396 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

ing, or being hraken as the old Engliib 
language exprefles it, we appropriate the 
firft words chiefly now, if not entirely, to 
the clouds, when a great ftorm or land tem- 
peft is coming on, and even the brutes ap* 
pear to expe<3: what is about to befall them j 

when the countryman calls home his c^tle, 
obferving how the wrack rides before the 
wind, and the fhcep quit the hills from 
fear. The'fecond fubftantive is expreflivo 
of a fliip bulging with weight of waters, 
driven on a rock that fplits her hulk, and 
rendering her unable to refift the waves, 
incapacitates her likqwife from yielding to 
their violence, by tolling up and down 
with her former graceful motion ; and 
leaves her half fixed, and ftruggling with 
her fate, a fad, a hopelefs wreck. 

The laft word upon the lift means broken 
bones and tortures, which 'tis to be hoped 
will never more be ufed in our quarter of 
the globe ; which although it looks on maf-^ 

facrc 
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facre and murder with fomewhat more of 
aftonifliment than juft indignation, — ^has yet 
in thefc latter times contented its barbarity 
with fevering the limbs after death — not be- 
fore: — and whilft it tamely endures the 
fwift-fpeeding guillotine, abolifhes all quef^ 
Hon — and banifhes the rack. 



TO WRANGLE, TO DISPtJTE, TO ALTERCATE, 



ARE furely not fynonymous; the firft 
and lad are hateful words, I think, while 
the fccond verb upon our lift's a noble one* 
^ere all dispute, all argument annihi- 
lated, falfehood would foon ufurp the fovc- 
reignty, and truth with Aftrea return to 
her native Ikies. Meantime an innate dif- 
pofition towards wrangling is the banc 
of knowledge, and a torment to fociety ; he 
who controverts every point, and delights 
In making trifles the fubjefl: of alterca- 

TIOj^^, 
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TiON (foi* the noun is in commoner uft 
than the verb) ; he who believes nothing 
he cannot prove, or refufes aflent to his 
own fenfes, for the pleafure of wran- 
gling other men out of theirs, is worfe 
than the Indians, w^ho fay the worPd h fet 
firm upon an elephant's back. — And 6n what 
does the elephant ftand ? Why on a tor- 
toife. And on what does the tortoife ftand ? 
- — / cannot tetL Such reafoners- as thefe^ 
though perhmps lefs deep than candid, are' 
better than fome of our modern' philofo-^ 
phers, who removing aWay both elephant 
a;nd tortoife, declare their doubts whethef 
the world exifts at all ; and leave all things 
dubious, fave their owfi delight in wraisT- 
CLiNG, and defire of celebrity as disput- 
ants. The ancients however left our con- 
temporaries little to improve upon even ill 
this aft, and Hume is not a neater fophirt 
than Protagoras, wlio in a controvcrfy be- 

r 

tv^een himfclf and his difciple, baffled tlie 

judges 
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judges as old ftory tells, with a dilemma 
not ill worth jrepeating, A rich young 
man, Evathlus by name, defired to learn 
his method of puzzling caufes, and paying 
him half the fum agreed upon, at firft ; 
promifed him the other half when he fhould 
have gained his tirft caufe. When the time 
of ftudy was paft, Evathlus, called away to 
fome other employment, forbore pleading 
in the courts ; and Protagoras, weary of 
waiting, fued him 'for the money, — urging 
this (as he hoped) unanfwerable argument. 
Either I gain my caufe, and you Evathlus 
will be condemned to pay j or you having 
gained it, will be obliged to pay, according 
to the original terms of our agreement. 

But the young man having learned to 
.WRANGLE as wcU as his mafter, foon re- 
torted upon him the following dilemma. 

Either the judges difcharge me, and of 
courfe the debt is made void ; or they con- 
demn me, by which event I equally fave 
6 jny 
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my money ; for being condemned to lofci 
I hare clearly not gained my firft caufe. 

'Tis fsud that the matter remained ever 
undecided ; yet from this perhaps, the young 
men obtaining th6 firft mathematical honouA 
at Cambridge are termed wranglers. 



TO WREST, TO DISTORT, TO PERVERT, 



IF meant of language naturally enough 
follow the laft article, yet will ignorance 
often fhow powers of this kind as plainly 
as fcience herfelf, Newfpapcrs, magazines 
and other periodical publications, are fur- 
prizingly fkilful in the art of DISTORTING 
metaphor, and perverting in its turn 
every figure of grammar and rhetoric ; nor 
would it be difficult to WREST all their 
comuion places into a fhort paflage by lefe 

violence 
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1 

violence than they are daily doing to their 
mother tongue, were we to fay in imitation 
of a herd of novel-writers, Ricardo was 
a young idlow'ofjine hopes ^ and made it 
bis point to cut a figure in the treafury line. 
His uncle being a man who faw things in 
a right light ^ undertook to put his boy upori 
as refpeElable a foot as any of his young 
companions of the fame Jiamp ; — on this 
head therefore, little more needs be under-- 
Jioody than that Ricardo under fucb circum^ 
fiances was very happy, and foon drew 
afide the bright eyes of Mife Julia, daugh- 
ter to his uncle's friend, a man of the fame 
defcription — a rough diamond^ but who, &c,- 
Of fuch twifted, fuch distorted, fuch dif- 
located language, every morning's literary 
halh prefents us an example: nor is it 
neceflary to look in print for thefe ftored 
up allufions ; every compting-houfe exhi- 
bits choice of metaphor, beyond all that 
Sancho's proverbs can pretend to; and I 
VOL. II. DcJ once 
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once was witnefs to a converfatiQii of that 
kind, where a ftring of disjointed rneto^ 
nymy fent me out of the room to lan^k, 
when I had heard what follows. 
. " Milo is expe(3:ed to becoine a hank* 
rupt foon, — have you endeavoured to get 
that money from him which is owing to 
our houfe ?" 

jinf. " Why, fir, that fellow did run up-- 
M a rape to be fure, till at length he came 
to a fiand-Jitll ; and they fay will now very 
ioon Jlick in the mud : when I heard that, 
being determined to JiriJke a great Jirokcy 
you may be fure I thought it proper to 
purge him pretty bri/kly ; but finding that 
the gray mare was the better horft^ I re^ 
folved to wait till this morning, and thca 
begin to plough with the heifer i which 1 
ihall moil certainly fet about dire^ly tooth 
and naiV^ 

This jargon, which I defy a folitary fcho^ 
lar to conftrue^ meant only that MUo had 

been 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 4^)3 

been expenfive, and was in confequence of 
his ejctravagance expedled to ftop payment : 
that the clerk had tormented him for the 
money, but that Milo leaving his pecu- 
niary affairs in the hand of his wife, the 
clerk refolved to call oh her next morning, 
and either fright cr pcrfuade her to difcharge 
the debt, by every method in his power. 



oKac 



YEARLY, ANNUAL. 



THESE words make fomewhat of an 
exception to our general rule of preferring 
rather the word of Latin, than the word of 
Saxon derivation : when two terms nearly 
fynonymous offer to our choice, the firfl of 
thefe is the mofl elegant, I think, annual 
being fomewhat foiled by perpetual ufe 
among traders, lawyers, public offices, and 
the like: whilft yearly has in fome mea- 

Dd 2 fure 
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fure acquired dignity from the mentioning 
it in treaties, conventions, and above all 
. in facred writ, where the yearly facrificc 
imprefles one with reverence. They are 
not fynonymous however, for this adverb 
cannot turn fubftantive as does the other, 
when a gardener calls certain plants annu- 
als, a word now accepted into the lan- 
guage, and ufed in oppofition to perennials 
both in books and converfation, I believe, 
whereas, it formerly had its beft exiftence 
in an inferior form, when Pope faid fo 
beautifully, 

ANNUiiL for mc, the grape, the rofc renew, 
The juice neftareous, aiid the balmy dew. 



TO 
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TO YIELD, TO CEDE, TO SUBMIT. 
TO SURRENDER. 



DOCTOR Johnson would fcarcely have 
endured to read even the lift of words that 
I have given to this article, as nearly fyno- 
nymous j the fecond of them being a new- 
ly introduced one, to which innovation he 
wduld not, I think, have contentedly sur- 
rendered his judgment, or submitted 
his opinion : yet it is fo neat a word, fo 
elegant, fo eafily underftood as being of 
Roman original ; and I am fo defirous of 
implanting a preference of thofe to the Teu- 
tonic phrafes, that I can hardly perfuade 
myfelf to yield even to the arguments I am 
well aware he would have ufed. Speaking 
of iflands given up by one nation, to ano- 
ther, when peace is made, what word can 
be fo proper to call them by, as the iflands 
newly ceded to Great Britain ? The verbs 

however are not fynonymous j we fay. Will 

D d 3 the 
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the French yield or no ? will they sUB-r 
MIT when they fee their nation's wicked-^ 
nefs provoke all Europe into league againft 
them ? or will they give a proof againft 
themfelves ? — in ^s much as we are morally 
fure po king would thus furvev his mutilated 

empire with mad indifference, but, recoiled- 

■ •' . ...... i ■ ■ ■ 

ing his own . ^ffd his fon's interefl: in the 
country, fave what rem?.ine4 in time, be-^ 
fore all power of renovation fhpuld be loft j 
while thefe men having no other means of 
trariimitting their names to pofterity, go on 
fill adual ruin overwhelms thepi, and in- 

T . i . -..■;* 

ftead of CEDINQ fome places to purchaf^ 
quiet pofleffion of the reft, drive forward 
till they become forced to surrender 

wholly at their incenfed enemy's difcretion^ 

. - • •' 

perhaps to fee their native land divided— if 
riot deftroyed : — and thia is done^ under th^ 
TOafk of patriotifm, in good time'! and pure 
love of their country ! 

\Vhat a pcrverfion of language ! 

ZANY, 
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ZANY, JACK-PUDDEN, BUFFOON, 
MERRY-ANDREW. 



^ 



. THE third of thefe is the true and traa- 
fcendeatal word« for which all the reft are 
mere faoxiliar appellatives. Our two firfi: 
are more nearly related than they think few, 
as I believe zani is of Venetian etymo- 
logy \ Skinner himfelf derives it from Gio- 
vanni, but forgets to fay that thofe who 
firft ufed the laft fyllable as a tender abbre- 
viation by the grammatical figure aphae- 
refis^ were natives of that diftridt whofe 
gentle inhabitants foften every thing into 
a Aiding pronunciation, delighting to call 
San Giorgio, Sanzorzo ; the Judaica, la Zue- 
ca ; with a thoufand more. Buffoonery too 
is in its higheft perfedion at Venice, and 
their zani, Pagliazzo, or Macaroni, is far 

Dd4 lefs 
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lefs grofsly diverting than our Englifh 

JACK-PUDDEN, the ScOtch MERRY-AN- 
DREW, or French jean-potage. One 
of the papers in Addifon's Spedator^tells us 
how every nation calls their Buffo by the 
name of fome favourite difh j they call him 
likewife by the name mod familiar in con-* 

verfation— jfj^i or Pierrot^ or^ as we did 

« 

Tony^ when Anthony was a commoner 
name than now — and zani is as near to 
yohn as Hans is, which We know comes 
from Johannes^ as ZANi from ZOANNI, 

* 

corrupted zani. Our Britiih critic how- 
ever, thinks that Macaroni, Potage, and 
Pudden, are the merry fellows' names, be- 
caufe they are excellent for repairing the 
fpirits no doubt, and animating that Ian- . 
guor, which once permitted to faflen upon 
the mind, quits it no more ; but taking 
firm hold of a favourite foil, exerts thofe 
powers of reprodudlion, once falfely afcribed 
to lead^ fymbol of dulnefs in the mineral 

world— 
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world — ^where mercury makes the oppofitc ; 
as in the focial world— ;w/r/i&. 

While fuch is life, how happy are thofe 
countries where people who have a mind to 
laugh, laugh as in Italy, at ZANi, or Polid^ 
nelloj inftead of deriding with bittemefs the 
foibles of their neighbours, heightening rail- 
lery into ridicule, and making men no way 
deficient in virtue or in learning, from fome 

trifling fault ia their perfons or drefs per-* 
haps, , 

A proper figure for the hand of Scorn 
To point his flow and moving finger at ! 



-■ ■Mill- 



ZEALOUS, EARNEST, IMPORTUNATE, 



ARE words and qualities very nearly 
allied in fynonymy, though we never ufe 
the laft of them at all ; till our friends and 
advifers grow too zealous for civil endur- 
ance. 
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sgyce^ iiiti too earnest not to be cxceffively 
troublefome. Nothing^ can be a more evi- 
dent breach of good manners, than the IM- 
FORTUNjfiLrE preffing a companion to do 
any thing that he has twice refufed, although' 
apparcnriy for his benefit or pleafure, not 
our own, foUciting one's friend to eat, drink, 
dance, ride, fing, or the like. 

Some ill-bred peopfle do, however, cany 
Aeir diftreffing vehemence ftill further, urg- 
ing thofe who come unluckily within the 
fcope of their pretended regard-~to buy or 
fell eftatcs ; to mairy, or forbear marrying, 
as fuits the folicitor's notion of his neigh- 
bour's intcrcft, or of general propriety. Nor 
can the beft-informed Romanifts readily 
prevail upon thcmfelves to forbear ftrong 
and EARNEST, though often' very ill-timed, 
^Xid worfe nonaged, exhortations to mem- 
bers of any Chriftian church — not their own 
7— for a change of opinion iadifpenfable aa 
they think it to our future felicity, Nor 

arc 
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arc thefe folicita^ions wholly difinterefted, 
or, as I would fain have hpped they were, 
merely ZEALOUS : while many moral faults, 
faults I mean committed againft morality, 
jure by them fuppofed to receive free pardon 
in confequence of one profelyte made over, 
— not to Chriftianity ; but from one feft of 
Chriftians to another — ^Vain imagination ! 



ZONE, GIRDLE, CIRCUIT, BOUN0ART, LrMIT. 



ril put a GIRDLE round about the earth 

In forty minutes, 

SAYS Nimble Puck, in the Midfummer 
Night's Dream : but Oberon fpared him the 
employment, recollediog probably, that it 
was already put there, and known by name 
of the torrid zone, which cert^nly doet 
form a circuit, binding our terraqueous 

globe, and fixing from its middle line called 

the 
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the equator^ degrees of latitude, and juft 
LIMITS, whence inenfuration of fpace, if 
of time too, may be taken. 

Utque duse dextra coelum totidemque finiftra 

Parte fecant zonje, quinta eft ardentior illis ; 
« 

Sic onus inclufum numero diftinxit eodem^ 
Cura Dei ; totidemque jplagae tellure premuntun 

But though the five zones a£t as boun- 
daries without doubt, the words are by 
no means fynonymous: a lady's girdle, 
or fafli, may jeftingly be called her zone, 
perhaps in allufion to antiquity and poetic 
ufage J but we fay the limits of an empire, 
the BOUNDARIES of a pariih, and tell how 
Lord Anfon or Captain Cook made the 
CIRCUIT of the globe* 

Meantime, fince that portion of the hea- 
Tens which prcfents itfelf to our obfervation, 
and that earth which is given us to inhabit, 
are all circumfcribcd by fome limits, and 
fubjedled to fome regular boundaries}. 

not 
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not to be pafled without danger of confu- 
lion and diforder, fatal to the whole aftro- 
nomic world : let us never ceafe to woni 
at thofe writers who encourage the pn 
race of political madmen in their frenzy, 
and feem to enjoy as Iport the confequences 
of a mania, new in its appearance, danger- 
ous in its fymptoms, dreadful in its efiedls 
upon the moral world ; — a frenzy which 
profefles^ as thofe very writers acknowledge, 
" openly to avow, what once it was daring 
but to think upon ;'* while the lame author 
fays moft truly, moft' folemnly, moft fub- 
limely, — ** That the minds of men are ia 
movement from the Boryfthenes to the At- 
lantic — that obfcure murmurs gather and 
fwell into a tempell — ^that what but an in- 
ftant before feemed firm, and fpread for 
many a league like a floor of folid marble* 
at once with a tremendous noife gives way ; 
long fiflures fpread in every diredion, and 
2 th^ 
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the air rcfounds with the clalh of floating 
fragments which every hour are broken 
from the mafs.'* Yet does this fame author 
counfel the continuance of that conduft 
which fhatters thus, and thus endeavours to 
confound God's fair creation, while it de- 
nies his providence. 

" Go oriy^ fays Ihe, ^^ generous nation! be 
our model \ go on to dejlroy the empire of 
prejudices^ that empire of gigantic Jhadows^ 
w^hich are formidable only while they arc 
not attacked. The genius of philofophy is 
Walking abroad/* — But I will tranfcribe no 
'more. 

Terrified with this new flaming Phaeton 
that thus asftuates the temperate, as the fun 
never heated even the torrid zone^ with 
facrilegious fury, I can but deprecate the 
hour when chaftifement, fhall afliime its 
right, and long endurance end in exemplary 
punilhment — An hour which as expc«3:ants 

8 of 
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of the dreadful fceiie, while mankifid fear, 
tliey muft hope too : for if it never fhauld 
arrive, worfe will enfue-r — A genius h 
abroad} the genim of anarchy^ obfcurity 
and barbarifm. 



She comes, fhc comes ! the fable throne behold 
Of Night primaeval and of Chaos old ! 
Before her, fancy's gilded clouds decay. 
And all its varying rainbows fade away. 
Wit fhoots in vain its momentary fires. 

The meteor falls, and in a flafli expires. 
As one by one at dread Medea's ftrain. 
The fick'ning ftars fade oflF th' ethereal plain ; 
As Argus* eyes, by Hermes' wand oppreft, 
Clos'd one by one to everlafting reft ; 
Thus at her felt approach, and fecret might. 
Art after art goes out ; and all is night. 
Sec flculking Truth to her old cavern fled, 

J^ountains of cafuiftry heaped o'er her head 5 
Philofophy, which lean'd on Hcav'n before. 
Shrinks to her fecond caufe, and is no more $ 
Religion blufhing veils her facred fires. 
And unawares Morality expires. 

Hot 
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Nor puUic flamci nor private dares to Same, 
Kor human fpark is left,' nor glimpfe divine. 
Lo I thy dread empire. Chaos, is reftor'd^ 
Light dies before thy uncreating word. 
Thy hand, great anarch ! lets the aartaiB fall^ 
And univerfal daxkncis buries aIlt«<-« 
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